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El desamollar un programa para la condicion
cenominada in-belween f{ente d08 53003 O
sinlaciknes) requiere considerar 1a reutizacion de
las estructuras urbanas residuales y las
conexiones deficientes producidas por  los
gigtemnas de transporte actual.

Dichos espacios sin resolver crean una situaciin
confusa, pero a la vez lberadora dentro de las
ciudades modemas.

La ¢iudad de San Francisce. en especifico las
areas residuales que comesponden a su frente
acuflero, civecen oportunidades para nuevas tpos
de eSpacios ¥ WSO Programaticos. que puegden
no ser parte de nuestra condicion urbana actisal,
Serfan lugares donde una tpologia mixta de
edificios y programas (la cual estmuiara la
actividad humana) podiia ponerse a prueba. El
objetvo es descutwic , por madio de distnlas
plopueslas. gué programa y combinacidn son
exitosas.

Las zonas  residuales  ofiecen  dichas
oportunidades debido a8 que po:r décadas se han
visto olhidadas par ias agenciag de planeacion.
EsIo Sucede principalmente porque @305 mismon
aQrganismos no puecen basarse en precedenies
existenias para desarollar y codificar eslas areas.
En la actualidad, no S0N mMas Que eSpacios
gesolagdos, estacionamignios  émprovisadcs o
<CAMPOS para vagabundos.

Lo que se busca a iravés de esia igsis as poner en
prueba  distinlas  posibilidades para nuevas
combinaciones programaticas y usos apropiados
con &l fin ce revitalizar eslas Zonas decadenies,
produciendc ideas derivadas del so. dejando
atr4s nociones preconcebicas. En si. consiste en
crear una hipdlesis para una nugva arguitectura
que reconcilie sitio, cUltura y experiencia personal,
a ravés de la practica de diversas metodologias
que pueden verse fesumidas en el siguiente
PROCASO:

Se realiza un andlisis cribco del contexto y las
condiciones espacidles del $ino, regisTandose en forma
de notas, diagramas. croquis. fotografias. etc. Dichas
observacicnes adquigren una parbcular impornancia en
permitr una comprensién de la ciudad a raves de
patrones repeliivos. condiciones terrasbahia. el flujo de
los sistemas de wransporte. el componamiento social ¥
su estructura, elc.

La informacion se confronta con distintos eemplos
andioges de ciudad.  Las pombles relaciones ¥
contrastas se obbenen de dicho empalme.

aislar y analizas

La tercera fase requiere una lectura y representacidn del
anslisis. el cual estarla defnico por las condiciones del
S0, La representacion penmite analizar y crear una
diseccidn de las cbservaciones raalizadas y estudiar los
aspecics de mayor  interds, ullizando  colages,
diagramas.. enfocéndage en s imos y patenes os la
cuaad.

creacinn de una Consiruccion ansiracls

S DT SO

transiormaci

e

El propésito principal es el proponer una arquisctura
intarsbcial, sin  lipologias  preconcebidas,  sno
asumiendo una maelodoiogia Que inicke con una
investgacin basica y avance per medio de la
invencién de programas que conlronten nuestras
condiciones culturales.
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Edge &3 a concept.

Funcgion: noun

Etyrmalogy: Middie English egge. from Oid
English ecg. akin 1o Latn goer shap,
Groek akmE point

Date: betore 12th cantury

1 a:the line whera an cbjact or area
begine or encds : BORDER <on the adge of
aplan> b ; the namow part

adjacent to & border <the edge of the
dack> ¢ a pant neer the beginmng or the
enc; especially : BRINK,

VERGE <cn the edge of dizastars d : a
tavorable margin : ACOVANTAGE <hes an
adge on the compebhon >

2: aline or line segment that 18 the
intersecton of two plane faces (as of a
pyrarmid) or of two planas

- edge-leas aclectve

3 : the fat or engled surface, usually fine-
ground, that lirruts the eperture of a lens or
prism surface (in Photonics).

Why s the concept of edge sc appealing?
It mples two dfferent siuabtons (at the
lsast), with a posable change
properties, conditorns or charactenshcs.
Thia noton of edge can be found with
VENOUS qualibes: sharp, srmooth,
overlepping. ocefined. mallesble, natural,
artificiel...

In acditon, a clantying aspect t¢ ciscover
the edge is the nature of the elements
which the edge defines: their similanbes,
cortrasts. oppositons...

Edge as a site.

Sen Francisco s in itsef an edge in meny
ways; It i3 the edge of the peninsula, the
edge between the ccean and the bay, the
edge between the urbanity anc country.
The most emblematic is tha edge that
divides land and water, since in its own
nature the rest are implied.

The dmscovenng of the waterfront as a
pedestnan made us aware of the mple
fermpers of this boundary.

- Baach (Pacific shore).

- Cliff {trom the erxd of Ocean Beach 1o
Cragy Field).

- Urbanity {from Cnasy Field te Islais Creek
Channal).

The decision of focusing on tha thirg
secton of the watedront was taken since it
<an be considered as an  unresclved
dielogue between the city and tha bay,
bang the most cheallenging to iNtervene.
Due to its erbficial character, beng
recefined tvough trme (83 the senes of
infills heve resheped 1t, sterting in 1851) the
am 1s to explore what will be the attnbutes
for the contermporary weatars acge.
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The San Francisco Bey nas always bean
the city lilebload. For nearly a century the
Waterfront was the heart of San Francisco.
s economic mansiay. The Embarcaderc
has been developad in stages sinca 1568,
and today 8 1hang to ind a new role in the
way that the city rmeets the water.

After the Golden Rush subsided n the
early 18508, San Francisco becarne one
of the world's groastest ports.  Ship
anchorec at mora than 80 piers.

Millions of Bay Aresa resicemt rode the
fermes that docked st the Fery Buiking.
but the operung of the Bay Bndge in 1236
and the Golden Gate Bnoge n 1937 Killed
off the passengers femes.

Alter the Second Word War, Sen
Francisco's waterfront went into decline,
end the oy turned its back nto the
pncaless asget,

The comstucton of the Ermbarcedero
Freeway along the Central Ermbercadero
n the late 19508 visuelly and funch:onally
blocked the downtown business disinct
from the waterfront.

Just when the waterfront’s decline seemed
wevaraible, San Franciscans rediscoverad
s orecious resource and found that
shippng was not the only thing &
wateriront could be used for.

In the 19808 Ghirardeli Squere wes
converted INtC  retel and restaurent
complex, this project made the waterfront
more accessible to San Francecens and
especially 1o visitors. In 1969, the oity's
Master Plan included recormmendations
for improvemant an? developrment of
morthern waeterfront, but tha Plan was
acopted only many years later (1977). This
Plan covered the area from Aquatic Park
w China Basin ang  recorrrmended:
enhancement of existng maribme uses.
increased accass to the Bay, improved

- FANGLORAIONmiE-- Hrolubition. of Olfioe.oF

residenhal use on new fil. and recuce
commercial dengity.

Since the 1959 proposal, the
recommendations and the goals have nat
changed, but #Most none of the intents of
this torrmar plans have been
accomplished,




The time for refiection is aiso the
chance for fooking back to the very
condon of reflection, i all senses
of that word, a5 if with the help

of a new oplical device pne could
finally see sight, one copld not onky
wiaw the natura! landscapa. the city,
the bricge and the abyss, but could
view viewng.

Rem Koohaas. S.M.L XL 1697.

The waterfront shoutd be a new place to discover
the city and to be discovered from the city. Uniil
now there has not been a conscious solution ghven
o the meeting of the cily edge with the waer
Geometry, boundary. the two city gnds, the
residual space of te seticula. the pers, and the
diverse neighberhoods can afl be addressed as
part of a mere accwawe portrayal of the entre
edge, which reflect the variety of cenditions along
the shore



In the last decade. San Francrsco's northem Bay
waterront has deeply changed. The distnct was
dominated by the former elevatad Embarcadero
Freeway. and characterizad by decaying buidings.
unused prers and delencraing sreets.

With the Loma Preta earthquake in 1689 this
freeway was severely damaged. closed. and iom
dawn, beng replaced by a at-grade highway. It is
infaresung to highbght the importance of this event,
which has biggered the most significant
reconstuction of Bay Area highways since the Last
ol the big treeways were but n e 1960's.
Without the earthquake. local governments woukl
have been hard pressed Io purue apgressive
piograms for the improvement of public buldings.
The new Embarcadero surace roadway, with its
median of palm trees anc rall mansit jacilites,
handies heavy wban rafic on the border of e
oty Although it is not such a markad bames as
the onginal freeway it 15 st a prrysical boundary
from e walertront area.

Higloric F-line streelcars now operating up and
down most of he length of Market Street will
connect the Embarcadero and provide a ransit
senice nanh to Figsherman's Whad,  Light rail
vehicles [N-ling) now emerge from the Market
Siregt MUNI Mawo subway a1 Folsom Street,
traveling sauth along the Embarcadero o the new
Giants ballpark ar King and Third Streets, Metro
rail service continues on King Streel 10 leminate at
Fitin Street near the Calirain Station.

The previously described system (F-lingj can be
dehnad by its clear “nostaigia™ for previous times.
represented by the streelcars which resembie the
eariier models of the late 1940s. The “traditionally”
inspred streetights are another example of this
lendancy 1 bormow elements from the past. trying
0 ghve the Embarcadero a fake ‘histonc”
amosphere.
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The manner in which we address & site is with
tact  sensually, mentally and aesthetically
speaking
The reconnarssance of a situshon thicugh its
OppoSiEs

soiid versus Fquid

ocean versus land

nature versus human

OfCHr VETSUS randorm

Drevious VETEUS few

urban seals versus archilactonic scale

vehiculdr  bansporialion  versus  pedestnan
rASpTAion

city a5 & planndr responsibility versus Gty s a
collectve Consiruchon

Keeping in mind that order is the intgriocking of
opeosiles.
To conceive e site kar what it ig anc for what it
couid or wants to be; perhaps these might seem
as contradictory espects, but they are never
unrelaied.
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The possibiity of working in the San Francisco Bay
creaws a senes ol opportunivas for snogoing.
recording and understanding the ditferent factors.
which conform this paricular ares. We would ke
10 appicach 16 the st and the project in an
intemogatve way

Focusging on a specific 2o0ne, in the southeastem
watartiont, where Ihe bpography and the wban
design coltide. it is cammon 1 ting saverat residuat
spaces which have been left a3 open. public areas.
but are used i a saidom tashion by the bcals. in
addibon, the San Francscans have been totafy
alienated from the shoreline.  This is due 1o the
facts that he projects for its renovation have been
mastly triggered to iourist-related actvites. The
remaining areas are industial or abandoned,
therefore they can be defned as a no man
termitory.

The reuse, as a scrupulous reinterpretation and
renovanen. of [his spaces will permit the
rangiormation ot this underutilized sections to
differgnt, probably slightty different needs (since
they arg the hinge batwesn the &ty and the piers).
in other words, e re-usage or revitalizatan of the
waterfront (par) would be a delinite goal, rying &
creale a Ink {new CONNGCIONS, New relabonships)
between how the new space inleracls with the
existng form.
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suUsSpension

Main Entry: sus-pen sion

Pronunciaton: s&- spen()-shan

Funcien: noun

Etymology: Middie English suspensyon, from
Middlie French suspension, kern Late Latin
SUSPeNSIon-. suspensi, from Latin suspendere

(1) - the state ol a substance when its particles are
moed with but undissobved in a fluid or solid {2) . &
substance in this state (3] : a system consisting of
a solit digpersed in a solid, liguid. or gas.

The concepts of suspension can be
comprenhensively explained by the acditicnal
notions at

ntersection of ditterent natures, such as the city
and the ocean

overlapping of diverse systems: the grids that
conform the urban mesh and the iregquiar rfythm
of the pers

connection and fink of the original shoreline with
the present one, and the tie between this and the
man-made waterfront

assemblage ol the ditterant pieces which conform
the puzzie ot the waterfrant, in order Io keap theit
indivichuality, but making them work as 4 sysiem
with the city

The concened guidelines are a resuilt of the
previcus obgervaton, fillered by our personal
entena.

The process that lead us to the present proposal
onginated from the general framework; searching
for an articuiated intervention.

o e i e = m =+ e & A e u ar o ——

The area of the urban waterfront itselt can be
subdivicied in three subareas according to the way
they are used (in direct relationship with the density
that creates) and how hey relate o the bay and 1o
the city antt how tha spaces ane appropnated by
the peopie and given a parscular use

1 From Crigsy Field o Fery Builcing.
2. From the Femy Buiding to China Basin,
3, From China Bagin ¢ the lslzis Croek Channel. {

The particular character of these will influence
directly the qualities of the system on which the
project will be based.

The eystem itsell will consist of different layers of
subsysiems: ransporaton {pedestrianAehicutar),
exercisingrecreabonal, and visual. The emphasis
wi¥ be in explonng the intersttial $paces Detwaen
the sireet level and the water level {section) angd
how it vares with the different tides.

Cmm——— e - — e A - -



Once a tidal marsh, Crigsy Fieke was later an ammy
site for the Spanish, a post lor the LS military, and
the site of the Fanamencan Pagific Intemational
Exposibon in 1915

The architecture at thig landmark remains from the
airhield's heyday in the 1920s.

The sand dunes Ranking the beach at Cnssy Field
were once par ot a sand fiekd edged by salt
marshes and iagoons.

Far mora than rwo decades, this shoreling edge
has been open io the public. Qver the years,
Crissy Fieid has been a park degfingion - popular
lor jogging, cycling, dog walking, poricking and
boardsailing.

Howeve!, cespite of this, the promise of Grissy
Field hag remained targely untullilied. Only one
third of the 100-acre site was availabie lor use.
Much of thg area was a asphalt, open

space creaed by biAding demolibon, hard-packed
earth, detenorated paths and weeds, with almost
3 acres fenced olf. Cassy Fiekd rematned dithcult
far the public to enpy

Dunes, a grassy airfield, an expanded beach, a
restored lidal marsh, trails, overiooks, family picnic
areas, 5chool group educabon programs and
many opportunities for recreabon and enjoyment
are the plang of Criesy Feld




: to the world of pier disney-nine!  welcome fo the place on earth!

There has been very litle new commercial
development on Pont property within the last 20
years. Many of the existing commercial uses in the
northem watertront were develope belore 1960
as a single use establishment

One excepbon is Pier 39. the visitor gnented retai
and emeranment complex, which was build in
1678 as a mixed-use maritme complex.

Pigr 39 intagrates manne and excursion boat
acivbes and public access feature which have
vansiormed the appearance of the area. but at the
same bme has excluced this parbcular par of the
waterfront 1o the San Franciscans.

The way to spur the tily to re-imagine {5 edge as a

cellective expaerience can be approached in

different modes
~through commerctal activity thai
sarvas as @ magnal for shepping
crowtts (Pier 39 and Fisherman's
Wharf}: which by #5 own nae ig
& lake method of wewitaliang an
area

~ttrough public open spaces or
piomanades pad ftor by o lesser
degree of commercial
development

—through completely putlic parks,
which replace the commercial
nature of the city with a public
temain that remains purposefully
open. but productive as a place of
racreation or cultural ennchment.

R fh e e A mm =t Amm v~ cw e e s o - s -




There is no more apposibon batween
the absiraction of monay and the
agparent materiaiily of commaodities:
money and what if can buy are

now fundamantaily of the same subsiance,

Rem Koolhaas, S M. L XL

The Walterfront Land Use Plan mentiong: “The
enority for Figherman's Wharl is 10 re-irvigorate the
fishing industry which ig the heart of this area. The
plan recognizes &nd renforces the  synergy
petween historic fishing operaons and wisitor-
serving activities, which has made the Wharf one af
the iop visitor atiractions in the United States,
generaling substantial revenues o the Port and the
Ciy.”

As the previous exampie of Pigr 39, Fisherman's
Wharl ciearty ifustrates how the aorhem walerfront
has been basically targemd for wurisis. i the
water's edpe thal sumounds San Francisco 15
analy2ed it 1s possible o highlight how the coast
has been alienated from the actual people wha live
in the city. therefore a public {local} area should be
proposed

et e s s r e o e
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Around 1920 a previously-thought goal started 1o
become a reality: to build a bridge across the bay.

* to link the peninsula to the mainlanc once and far
all. Because of the rapidly growing number or
auls and trucks in cities sumounding San
Francisco. people wanted means 0 iake their
persanal fransportation, their autornabile, dinectly
ta the City. (San Francisco waiched its nesghbor o
the South. Los Angeles. growing both in size and
economic imporiance).

Bnaging the Bay and the Golden Gate would
create a Greater Bay Aea that could sustain San
Francisco's dominance over L A, The Osktand-
San Francisco Bay Broge opened in 1936 and the
Goiden Gate Bridge gpened the next year The
transformabon of San Francisco bem igland to
mainland was compiete. The oid isolation that had
shaped San Francisco's bith and grawth was
gone forever. The automobiie was king. Eecic
sireslcars were doomed, leyboats redundant fin
1928, ftemes carned over 46 million passengers
betweert the wo shorelines), cable cars

UNNGCeSEary.
This Neéw CCRES/AxIS 0 the city infl directly
tha Em Area (p gers sbandonad

he farry senices and chose 10 Cross via the
bricge). A this same period of time, there was &
dadline in the shipping industry, which lead o its
partial abandonment.  The ok piers were left as
usziess warehouses with “piclwesque™ fagades
built in part 1o obscure the “sther” reality of work
on the waterfront.
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Functon: adjective
Date’ 1646
1 retakng 1o or situated in the inlershces.

2 a : silualed within tul not resticied o or
characieristic of a parbcu'ar organ or tissue - used
especially of fibvous tssue b affecting the
Interstitial issues of an organ or part.

3 being or relating 1o a crystaliine compound in
which usually small atorns or iong of & nonmetal
occupy holes between the larger metai atoms of
ons in the crystal latice

Tre ditterent layers which compose the mesh of
the Embarcadero layout makes 1 possibe to
aexplore/exploit the idea of the “spaces in
between”,

The Qridge works as an “abstract sign” where the
biilgings can extend undemeath i1, laking
possession of this comdar which lacks walle.

This structure creates a fissure in the way e
peaple inhabils the lanki; the Dusiness areas
situated to the norn, whie the housing and
industrial activites are tound to the south.

Textures, proporbons, heights and ypologes are
organized by the bridge.



Historically, the Seuth Beach/China  Basin
Walerfront was dominated oy mariime and
industrial uses and raiload terminals. Most of the
pier facilives have deteriorated in the last 20 years.
but severzl of the piers still host industnal maritme
actnibes,

The Wateront Land Use Plan prescribes that,
since most of these masbme operations north of
China Basin do not conflict with the emerging
resxdental and commercial uses @ south Beach
and Rincon Hill. should be retained.

The South Beach/China 8asin ama cuwrently
inciudes two walerfront recreation arees. One is
the South Beach Harbor at Pier 40; a 700-berin
marina built in 198§ by San  Franoisco
Redevelopment  Agency “iv  spur  Ihe
transformation of this then-dealict warehouss
disict into a safe and attractive resklential
neighborhocd”™. The construction of the maring,
which required the demolition of former Piers 42,
44 and 484, tried, with a not complately successiul
resull, 1o simulate the conversation of the border
area lo a mxed-use residential neghborhood.

The project included aiso the development of pier
20 with commercizl revenue Qenelatng uses,
1,900 resdential units, restaurants, cales,
neighborhood  shops.  the  Delancey  Street
Foundaton's transitonal housing and  training
center for forner comacts and a public open
space. Many of these propects remained only
potential
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The Pacific Bell Balpark, now under construebon
at China Basin, was privalely developed frough a
lease that the Port of San Francisco did o Giants,
since non-maritime use ane cumentty prohibiled on
the waterfront, pending the adopbon of the
Waterfront Land Use Plan  In aoditon. an
excepbon was even made regaring the height
limiavons of the area. which should not exceed 40
feet.

Pacific Bell Park wil be served by different public
ransportation systems: Muni Melro streecars and
rolley buses. BART, Callrain, buses and femes. It
15 also set withn walking distance of dawnwr
and many city neighborhoods.  Those chaosng to
drive (o the balipark will have access 1o the park
via the Bay Bndge, Highways 101 and 280 ang
major San Francisco  tharoughtares,  inchuding
Third Streed and the Embarcadero

In spte of the fact that the pubic wil be
encouraged 0 use pubiic bransportaton a3 the
prmary means of geting o the batpark, parking
rgmaing as an unschwed problem: the capacily of
the giadium is 42.000 versus 6,500 spaces which
are currently avadable (within a 510 minute walk).

The relationship between the marna and he
volume of the siacium cannot be cefined as @
direct dialogue. The second gnes its back o the
wateriront where the manna is set. The publc
space that can be laund n between this two areas
is one of the jaw green open spaces along the
shoreling. Even if il was designed as part ol the
Development Program of South Beach, it resutted
as a resklual space (it does aot fulfill its task as a
ransiional zone between the aensity of the city
and the sreguiarity of the wawer's edge). The
scheme af the project, by facing towards he bay,
permits the possibility of having a privileged point
of wew: but at the same tme the architactonic
language is arguable since it mies o imitate the
“historical San Francisco style”
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The area found south of China Basin is typcally
indusirial. In spete of this lact several spots where
the San Franciscans hangout can be lound glong
the edges of the wataront

Misgion Rock and The Ramp are two examples.
tarpeted o differant publics, but beth with a
Tagibon among the locals

What did we find awacive in these parpeular
places?

A relaxing and tendly amosphere.

Good lood.

An unusual wew. .

A mixture of incdustrial and alternative chic. ..
Young peapla.

Spaces lor gathenngs and paries ..

Tarraces for sitting outside.

Duactivisual relationstip with the water ..

The idea of discovering the city..

Low density versus the high density of the cily
The reuse of warehcuses as recraatonal areas

(restaurants, bars, indoor cimbing gymj..

The challenge is o apply/find this same
characterisics along the waterfront in other
wards, discover the exciement or this hidden
propertes of the city's edge, giving it an access
fram the waler

e es e e sl whe Mce— =
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Agua Vista Park is found at the infill's edge which
ook over Mission Bay. In spite of its name, the
area cannat be defined as any kind of park, but as
an abandaned zone of the city.

The few actvites which take place are scatigred
fishing by some Jocals, cargo shipping and boat
repair at its  southem end (which accur at early
ours of the maming}. In other words, it is basically
empty during daytime {except for spme workers
who park o have lunch inside their vehicies since
herg is o &ling area).

A1 the opposite side of the ad, hameless pecple
hawe taken possesson of the empty land, gving 1
it a ggsolate but fascinating atmesphere.  For this
reason, wa fing that in ils nature there is a senies of
possibiites  for  explonng  diflerent  design
strateges.

The rumns of the original piers are a reminiscence of
he previous economical and mdusirial  infiuence
of te Poa of San Francisca. The combination of
these elements and e siill exstng plers set the
pestect scane for &n open public space.
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General plan and perspactive

The oity's renovaton stated at the
baginning of the BO's with the strategy of
the wbanismo strategioco, which consistad
N the understanding/analyas of the
presant slements. The plan was focused
on the obsarveton of spaces, manly
public, For this reeson, the davelopers
refusad to create a maxamal planing.

The onginal idea of Onol Bohiges
consssted 1N ntervening  on parbcular
spots. rebulding the city. These spots
should orgarvze the Gty in an economical,
functional arxt social rmanner. These
arcumscnpt interventions would transform
the city's fabne, The formiless green
epaces are converted nto public gardens
and parks and the wehicular connechons
into streets, with all the connotabons that
the word stresefimplies.

The interventons are sef Ir:

Moll de la Fusta

Plaga de (a Estacio de Sants
Parc cal Escorxador
Cinturcnes

Via Juha

Parc del Cict

Dhagonal

Parg de |a Espada Incustnal
Olympic Ring at the Montuic
Parc de la Migdia

Vall d'Hebron

Perc de Mar

Tha projact consisted in the constructon of
& saries of public spaces, The oty of
Barcalona faciitatad the resources ior
devaloping not residential buildings, but
manly open and collective speces (plazas,
malls, courtyards, cermetenes, streats and
pars). This echougue can be defingd as
acupunciee, beng neky in its neture wnce
the resuits coud not be drectly
predictable. its behavior created a chan
reacton, where one cennot control every
aspect of it. These punciual interventions
covered a large area of the city, having a
large economucal and intellectual budget.
The project covered the levels belween
the paverment design of a plaza end the
development of a parking lot, to the
creaton of large open areas and the
nterverton on the totalty of the wateriront,



Parc de I'Espanya Industrial

One of the new layouts of
the small squaras in the
old city centar,

Heliou Pinon and Albarto
Viaplana, Layout of Placa
de los Paisos Catalans

Photomap of the site of
the 1992 Olympic Village
with a description of the
axisting elements.

Martorell, Bohigas,
Mackay, General plan for
the layout of the Glympic
Village in the new Nava
icaria neighborhood..

Parc de I'Espanya Industrial

Esteve Bonell and Francis
Rius. Barcelona's
velodrome.

Bemardo de Sola, Josep Maria
Julia and Pedro Barragan,
Layout of Via Julia.




Miles of new roads under construction, a
new bridge thet spans the Tagus niver. city
sgueres benng refurbrshed. and an 840-
acre riversice industnal  site  being
transformed intc a world village 1 & park
seting. el pointed to & particular avent
Lisbon's World Fair {19%8).

Held at the end of a certury fuli of changes
anc contradictions. the Far represented
B IMpSAnt oppertunity 1o re-axaming
cartan concapts and, at the same time. 1©
foreses othars that the future will bring.

An msyue thet had to be faced wes fo
reconcite  the ephemeral with the
parmeanent. Tha orgamzers and desigrars
decded to take ceran phnciples from
Barcelona as a modal- especialy thosse
connected to the renswal of the waterront.

I} was mtended o promote the urban
recorvarasion of a vast industnal zone in
bsbon, called the “zone of ntervenbon™.
Architects and urban cesigners weve able
to re-avaiuate the concepts of renewal,
recovery, preserveion, context, urban
integration, sustanable development and
what “makes city”. The orgervzers were
interested, first, in working on tha wban
regeneraton of ths segrment of Lisbon (the
recovery of abendoned and contaminated
indusnal edifices). and seexing a perlact
integration with the surounding zones, the
townships that connect it with Loures.

The positioning of the expositon also
underings the intenton to re-establish a
relatonship betwaen the city and the nver,
contnbutng to open the daebate and 1o
stimulate interest in the city regarding the
waterfront areas, with respect to both the
rivar anc the sea. The far itself was st as
" anTedidénce of AT thangé™ i how " the
Poruguese changed theirr way cf looking
a1 the relationship between the city and the
nver, and an ocpportunity to retenk Lisbon
as a niverfront ¢ity, The objectve was
intervening 1N the renewal of s urban
fabnc in & creatve, lasting way.

Usbon looks (ke & city that wants
evarything and tries evenathing, coming up
with “remtalizeton” plans for many sectors
of the aty without actually coordinasng
thern or ranking the in an overall “icea of
the city”. 1t has developed along new axes
that expand outward toward the penphery
zones, lsewng lerge, unused interspaces.

As n Barcelona, it is important to
emphasize the amount of attenton and
resources deveted to the creation of public
spaces, a situztion that is practcally
unique in Portugal. The urban planning
amerged as an atternpt o affect the city
by means of smal. pont-by-pont
interventions, onanted more toward the
consolidation and explatabon of the axtant
that to construct anything new.

The plan for Expo 98, on the other hand,
13 hnked io development, hawvng o
reapaond 1o certan problerms that ermerge
as true challenges:

Will it be possble o control the fevel of
Interventon by "making city™ rather then
“making a city"?

Wil It be possbls to break through the
physcal boundanes of the largrounds and
the zone of Intervenbon, through
integraton with the existng urban fabric?



site plan:

1. Pavilion of Portugel 2. Eatern slation 3. Paviion of knowledge
of the the sea 4. The utopia paviken 5. Pavilion of the oceans 6,
Northern intamational area 7. Restaurants and instellatons B,
Southem intemabcnal erea §. Southarn gateway 10. Olyrmpic
puicing 11. Jules verne theatar 12. Doca dos olivas restaurant
13. Adrministration senices 14, Western gateway 15, Natonal
organisatons area 186, Northarn gateway 17. Central serace
gatewey 18. The future pevilicn 19. Media center 20. Sony plece
21. Comparyes area 22, Penorarmic tower and world trade
center 23. Information center 24. Urban perk 25. Whart 28,
Telecom paviion 27. Vip gateway 28. Dockaide support
factihas 20. Restaurants 30. Garma ce orta gardens 31,
Cabaco das rolas park

- . . -

» project axcnemetric and regional plan




1. 2 Pavilicn of the oceans (Poolg, Cestro,
Chermayetf, Sollugub

3. Agstaurants and installaticns {Studio Fisce)
4. 5 Arga of the partpating natons {Studio
Riaco)

£, Jules Veme theeter (Studio Risco)

7. Doca dos Qliveus restaurant {Studio Riscs)
8. Nauvoral orgernization ares (Studio Risco)

9. Administrative services (Almeida. Farera,
Emauz Silve)

10. Service entrance (Guedes Cnuz)
11, 12. The utopa paviion (Cruz, SOM)

13. Panoramic tower and world rade centar
{Protabnl, SOM, Jacots)

14, Information center (Arruda)

15. Pawvlion of the tuture {Santos, Hamos,
Guedes)

16. North gateway (Tainha, Marques)

17. Sociel communicatons center (Prata,
Portugal, Rcaas)

18. Pevihon of participating natons (Barrerrcs,
Cona)

18, Portuguese paviion (Siza)
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Sketch by Vasquez Consuegra

In 1943, Vigo had an utopien proect to
create a maetng point between the sea
ad the new developmant of the city.
Instesd, dunng the last 50 yeers. the
shorglkre resuited In a series of residual
places a3 consequence of a port and
industnal development. The warehouses
and the buldings for custom samicas,
reilroed tines end the maritime station
created an impenatrable barrier betwean
the ity and the sea.

Through the observetion ot the European
and Armencan @xpenences of
rearganizaton of the wateriront, the city
government realized 11 was necessery to
siminate the gap betwaen s two
conditions.

Because aof thia, the port Intervention was
extremely necesaary (o resclve the actual
lack of connecton of the city, aince It grew
gvng iis beck 1o the water. The progct
was thought to transforrn this area into the
man urban center of sociel  actwity,
recovarng the coasal a3 & space for spare
time and cultural events.

Taking nto conaderation axamples such
a3 Buenos Aires, Barcelona, New York
and Londen, the port spaces becama the
perfect foundaton on which o dewelop
naw lacilites and urban actwites that had
NG precedents in the area. In acdditon. the
shift of tertiery and administrabve activites,
a new traffic plan that linked the new
deaign with the city through a pedestrian
connecton, the increasing o parking
zones and the eachieverment of the por
needs will be very important tools to
echiave the prowct goals: differant uses of
the public spaces and new possibiltes of
development,

The waterfrort wants 1o becorme the
center of the oty. since it lacked an
emblematic apace,

The organizaton of the ares through a
new &us situated betwean the two town
antrances. it wili point o two diffarent
spaces, In the oty (Plaza de Iz Estralia,
which 13 presently a degraded space, end
will become an institutonal slement, since
nt will be te the adonomous
edministration of Vigo) and the one that
connote the new port spaces (ocated at
the access of Berbes, & typical mantme
nesghborhood).

Tne first phase of tha project conmstad in
the conversion of the spaces occumed by
Eikduayen Gardens, beng the hrst step lo
orgernize all of the area. The gardens are
situated between & heavy-trefic awenue,
which delimits the city, and tha wells of the
port. The usege of the pre-exstng
passos  and vegetaton 0 edditon of
subtle earchitectural interventions were
done In order to create a direct connection
between the city and the ses. As an
exampie 1t 18 posabla to rmenton how the
cifferant functions ere indicated through 8
changa in the materal or its pattern.

To control the entrance to the docks a
plaze wes created, tat would orgeanize
future intervenbons, such 4s & swimming
peol. shopping center, maritrne staton,
touriarm office and & restaurant.

This project will ty © go beyornd the
parmanent lack of equilibrium between the
city and it watertront in an sleganst sclution
stending &3 an example of how a sersible
reading of the needs of a city can conduce
_..4..5 a complex ﬂoa_ﬁ soiution.
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1, Trangstormation cf the rmaritime stabon intc a

Poeepa T e b s D IV A museum of the city. 2. Manne mammais aquarium.

Hpamicr g T ew SR TR m - caet A 3. River station, Eﬂ..w.___:u:._ office and restaurant.
4. Pavilion of the pier 5. Waterfront promenades R
and gardens of Eiduayer.. ©, Plaza de la Estrelia.

| site plan of the waterfront of Vigo the project 7. Wearahousa and restaurent 8. Tunnel of Beiramar

2. Circular founteun 10, Control station end port
entranca 11. Plaza del Berbes and undarground

parking.




m Saction.

10n structures for underground parking .

plaza.

¥s and underground parking.

. o =

Plan, Straet lavel.

Plan. Turnal.

Tunnel of Barremar, Eastbound and wastboursdd views.

General plan,

fPier paviion, Plans and sactions,

Piar paviiion. View of modei.




aiiits

RaE

the san francisco




luality
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_ duality

In the last years. one of tha greatest womes in the
architectural field has been the explaration of the
semantic limits, including those ol a stractural,
strategical. and above &l geographical nature,
directed o evidence the new project situations in
which the traditonal tinomial association of oiy-
teritory-landscape s framed, destined 0 house
complex impulses of redehniton

The concept of void has gained importance not
only bor its conditon of absence, but above all, tor
the wdetermnaben which 15 found in these teran
vagues (ignast de Sola-Morales) in which the non-
ensling usas or actmbes is bound o the
speciaton of what is possible, of what is latent,

Empaness, therefore, &5 an absence, bul afsc as &
promise.

This ambiguily, thig contrast, This vagueness thal is
generally found In the naw contemporary
fandscape, bacomes even more paradigmatic in a
paricular edge Eluaton -~ waterland., as an
unusual limlt which is real.

A sensible fomier between a dynamic and
univergal mean -water (movement, flux, infinite
landscape, abstract withoul references)- and a
staple and local mean - land (roals, solidity,
memary, peoximity, codified and Ffgurave
landscane)

Limit between exterior and interior, between reality
and abstraction, between fux and permanency
where, through the conceptual reduction that
occurs when gazing at opposite natures, it is
accentuated, enhanced if the vague. ambiguous
and contrasting condition of the landscape which
has been previously described, is present. A slage
waiang for major restructuring aperatons favored
by that non-usage conditon that has charactenzed
& large area of the fimit sites , specially the ports.
A siage open to new projects that respond 1o the
assumptich of this impicit amisguity even n the
retabonshup with the site

it is precisely this pecutiar undefined situation, of
contrast, duality and vagueness, which frequently
favors a g destined K impulse
ensed by odespair forces. therplore, with an
experimenial chatacter, he pro@ct  being
uncersigod a5 & an almost empincal Bssay. Bx
novo for g landscape with unclear references: w
dilute or to roll, to flux of to anchor, to disappear or
to make evidant...in a langscape open lo multiples
melaphors: boals as containers. . .buidings as
landscape...slages as ships... In other words a
reflection of a fragile, hard-1o-grasp conlext,

i A
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Light box (transparent face Light box (lateral iace,
13

pague face)

r 3ETVeS a8 ms uttsz.tu ir_n_._ noa:o:-m several edge conditions found slong the S::ml.d:. Through their overtapping. ; 8 nOum.u_o o nn.n;‘::m -...o: m:.:__b::o» n:n n.—qa..a:n..
ot v i et B e i L e e s YT r—— L e AT B, ot o T b . .

as a tool..

The symbolic meaning of water as the region ot
Tansiton between non-lormal air and formal earth
and solid. between life and death: a liminal
ip; & Hminal |
"Protlematic areas”. “interstitial spaces”, "empty
urban spaces”. “cbsolete zones”, these are the
piaces where the main effons have been
concentrated on par of both municipal autherites
and of mest agents invgohed with improving the
urban landscape, on criteria of feasibility and
effectiveness. This concurs with a line of thaught
based on the revaluabon of the exising city. &
strategy based on its Franstormation rather than its
constant expansion
It is a good starting point what is called post
urbanism, “in which the nucleus, the city and the
periphery have become indistinctly fused inside a
geries cf state of mind®. The human body moves
“aslonished through not disturbed by its constant
@petiton, the conlinuous movement through by
now axtinguished thresholds which leave only
races of ther onginal status as a places™.
The phenomenon of gycnolepsy is, indeed, typical
ol our rapd movement i which e place
abserved leave No IMpnnt on our Memory, Causing
the logs of perceivable points of reference and the
disappearance of visual 5gns.
“Whilg the wban centers are beginning to lose their
ability 1o be fxed seflements, constructions on the
periphery and thes interrelancns reflect the specific
modemity of canditions of lile an the cutskins™
Nevertheless, their movemenis are mare a
spasmodic while these terrae incogniae are traced
ol
On cther hand. these terains vagues have I be
revhlised in order o boost unstable kocal
ecanomies, On the other. this losiers an eflective
restuctuing of the wban bssue and of the
landscape i relaton with the waker, which
paricutary i port cites impiles an excepbonal,
formidable challenge in erms  of  poktical
dewmmination on the part of manufactwes,
invesions, administratons and achiects.
Wawer is above all a ransport and communication

“Intrastracture, " F eI ol = CoHImed:

fransactions, 4 source of economic prosperity; at
the came tme, howeer, it is the direct cause of
multiple dangers.

e

- edge

The Meditemanean Sea has generatad & special
type of port area i which acts of the ciy's public
lite were carried out combined with a special wban
stucture, with a special city architecture. On the
other hand. in north-Europe, Hokand especially,
there is no clear natural division between land and
water. In these humikd areas the relatonship
between water and dry land is manipulated by anc
ingenious system of dilches, canals, dykes and
mills. In this culture a major difference has
emerged between the areas situated outside and
inside the dykes. inside the dykes means security
regulation and directed urban tissue; outside the
dykes means just the opposite. The waterfront
ceased o be the "tace” of the city since not only a
functienal but &lsc a8 mental diference arose
between the porn area and [he represantative
center of the city. The poit aea became an
informal zone, & zone of exreme mixiure, with a
huge varety of modets, dimensions, proportions
and cultures. Indeed in leralure we can find
Cescription of these areas as piace of change par
excalience, which could be lound mosty in north-
Europe rather than in the south, whers ports are
presented more as piaces lor meditaton (and later
10 be developed as the epitorme of 1Dwist resor},
The restructuring processes of 1heso areas make
direct reference o the new need o redeling open
public spaces. The open =pace 18 lodgy the main
configurational agent of the city, "the whera the City
is observed and utlized™. The impenance ol ha
Open £pace is NO! uncerstood necassarly ag an
exclusively green zone but in lerms al diterent
models of usa and form. It is necesaary o find new
methods 10 stucy e models which reflect the
typical movement of these places ko understand
their properes and ultimately. the innate
abstrachon of these places. the undifferentiated,
bobc  stylas which

tends. in which images vanish.

The deep quality o the apen/public space in our
contemparary workl a desent point/panorama, a
landscape from which we are able 1 percaive the
“honizon® ef uban life The eager desire © “do

T T T Y e g T e te volds ™ axchRec ieaty nd

the need to da nothing.
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san francisco watertront and its layers

i---J i1 8F's edye is malleadble and 1:.355 ,:.n. can he operated on. it has 3@ n&tamnum:vq_.hm on 2 ﬂnm. h_ ey

“redefine” W 1 e of L [31 o
e need fo redeting’ or tework the eage ot the ety [ 1O, oo oL SF S otme 13 malieanle and stiastic, and can he operaled on. X has the characterist e e e e+ . DIGanBaton. ol dpe. peints gt .confuence. ql..

[...] the fundamental prohlem is the polarloppositional relationship hetween the water and the n..@% J ey

Through the reading the San Francisco waterfront,
we were able 1o discover a series of layers which
are described in the following paragraphs:

Mobility: 1ar from putting the brake on the cynamic
of the urban concentration, the develcpment of
information  lechnologies, communication  and
trangport hag taken an aclive role in contributing Io
it

Infrastruchure:  the main characterigtic af the
infrastructure System is its potentiafity o create a
structure for the terntory.

Fractatity: The growing expansion ot the worgwide
conyrbations is leading 10 the formation of
peripheral sub-centers which grow according to
similar iaws 1o hose of the cily cenler in a process
of polycentic growth which loslers  accelerated
processes on the edges, thanks 1o the proximity to
the peripheral infrastruciure and interstital green
areas.

This “fractality” characterizes the limit of buid
surfaces as well as the limits of the landscape.

System: made up of multiple units from a lower
level (subsysiems) constantly inleracting by means
of different combinaterial mechanisms.

MNetworks: A series of radio-centic netwarks
independently appear, each juxtaposing their
apparent interest in becoming inegrated. The
result is an absurd, unfunctional confusion which
ulimately an expensve one due to  an
accumulation ol short-term  savings. The
reconversion of these spider's webs i an aim for
the future.

Places: improvement in the speed of ranspart do
not tranglate as less time taken 10 mave from one
place to another. but as facilty of access to
spaces situated further away. Mobility means the
passibility of getting 1o diffierent places. The new
city as to have a network of its own places. To
achieve this aim there are different strategies:
firstly, valuing rather than ieveling landscapes and
topagraphical  charactenistics; secondly, the

networks with different speeds of movements and
uses,

Inwvent new spaces and new uses. Or, rather then
invent them, accepl them... respond to the specific
demands of place and peint up their specific
condition, their scale. dimensions. wming them
into something uhusual and fun which can become
an ally for the users. ..

- o

B 1 o I

Superimposition: lang which used to be separated
according to function is today beginning to support
more complex brefs defined ageording to a
complex superimpositon of uses in secton.
Formery, mono-functional spaces make way for
new, mixed “housing-teriary-facilites-ranspon-
leisure” pccupations in keeping  with new
demands.

Ir the contemparary city programs only exists for
their interconnections: that means that programs
have relational rather than typokogical essence in
the contemparary city,

Sequences/Signs: The highway is a horizontal
linear force and any architecture should therefore
interact with a horizontal flow of force. The rhythms
of this horizontal motion can paraliel the highway;
undulate, snake and wiggke aleng the hiphway:
even bridges and burow unger the highway

An architecture of color may joint up with an
architecture of rhythm and motion along the
highway. Slabs, tles, metal panels, painted or
enameled messages provide an infinity of
inigresting  possibilites. Colored  stips  used
rhythmically thus afford an effectve dramatization
ol the dynamics of the motion,

Voids/grounds: void as absence and also as
promise, as the space of the possible, of the
expectation. The reiationship between the absence
of use and the sense o freedom, of expectancy, is
fundamental to understanding all the swocative
potenbal of these spaces in the city.

The ambiguity between the surface and the space.
between the two-dimensional and fhe three-
cimensional, is perhaps one of the conglants in
these projects, as an altenatve to the oppasition
between the ground anc the architectural figure.
The surface is no longer the emvelope of space,
but also its determinant, as both become strangly
conneced.

New operative landscapes: it is no longer possible
10 rely on the classical relationship berween
building and ground, nor en conventional definition
of the ground as delimited, stable, horizontal, settle
BoUET =Bt R ECApE TE oA
interesting if it is understood in a more generic
sense: as a kind of pographic operating system,
rather than as a category of the build envirpnment.
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To rethink the specific structure of that new Space
-at onoce urban and terrtonal-  undergoing
ncreaging digsohation and fractality, and which
woukd rno longer be manifestec as torm -a literal
recognizable, framed figure- but as a progressively
abstact system defined by the combinatery and
open relationing of fiuxes and strata, A network of
material and immaterial events:  infrastructural
networks and interrelated places in their mast
physical form

It is pecessary to rethink the particular arsiculatory
dimension of certain infrastructure undersoed as a
strategic dewce. indepencent of all forwarg
planning; meshes where things intersect and
inlerweave, channel for exchange and surprise

The necessily to revise the nations of ecale and
change produced in both the urban structue and
in the fonm of the object a scale displaced, n
eflect. from the buid mass w the infrastructural n
a cicholomous, doubke dimension akin o that
produced in metropokilan percepbon dsell, where
averyday is forever merging with the extraordinary,
the domestic with the gicbal, the general with the
parmcutar, he adibed with the absent. ..

To recefing the power of the spaliad syncope -the
inersiinal void- NCl $0 Much as a residue. but also
as an amcyatery Cjoint” ol potential tachcal
sequences capable o! lending an altlematng
rythm 1o events, balancing the wviger of
volumetries with the vahe of surtace: “urban”
developments -new and old, “tecionic” and
dense- and “honzons” in which 10 rectaim
expeniences relaled to the dmension of the gky, an
awareness of the ground, color and vegetabon .
To reconsider the idea of place, not as the
evocatve fragment of a coherent “whole” but as
an aulbnomous event within a stalegic and
heterogeneaus fatning out -a paichwork: of
strata, sitluations and concatenated potential
beauties deriving from thal progressive capacity
for displacement that makes it possible. Traditional
-natral, artificial- places and “new places” related.

In the lasi analysis. 1o the actial scepanos of
mobility: circuits and attractors [connective strips
mere than tracing; referents more than landmark);
saquences and signs (rhythms and counters-
mythms defined by an atonal range of signals,
messagas and markers), nodes and interstices
(intersections. transferences, overlaps but also
folds, margins residuat infields to be revitalized); or
void and grounds (“fielg”, vacant spaces, “topas”
more than “tectos”)

Ta reevaluate the structure anc form itsell of an
object. on the basis af a topological more than
typological. A form bom of direct processes with
theiz own intemnal logic.

Fomn and sbucture adapted o decisions of
strategy more than the sum of "ad hoc details”. To
the direct manipidation of progams  and
fechiuques, posited nNoL as sumple “bansmimers”
but as an actve agencies engaged in the cesign ol
a new spatbiality, at onece sensilive © the niensity of
the percepton and 10 the awarensss ol the
emarcnment

The San Francisco waterfiont, s a sie, ¢an be
undeisiood a series of punciual events. Our goal
is Io create a linear system; in other words a linking
element thai wouid connect the diferent natures of
the urban ecge

This first approach consisted on a path, ag a way
lo expkore the relabonship between the city (Dody)
and the waler, as the main component of this
imeriocking strateqy. Through this passage we
would like to allow the site o create the rarrative of
architecture. therefore the architecture would
represent the narrative of the site.

This path would work as a framewark 10 rediscover
a parsonal approach to the water. By approach we
not onk refer to its physical aspect, but alsc 1o its
ratonal ard instinctual manner.
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over) float

-atform
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lateral view

_________(overfloat

The redefniton. extension, retracing and constant
modibcation of the coastine which makes think
“land as far as here and from here toward the
288"

The drift is an explocatory action of the land. which
in no case cancels out one's wil. and which is
undertaken with an episemalbogical end. The
specific nature of & drift is that it is in the tand itsell
whch gudes the conduct of the person dfting. as
through it wese caling him

Any temitsty —sea, earth, marsh, deser- has
entreaties to offer us which we have only 1o fisten
to above any instrument of self-contral,

To rethink the specific soructure of that new space
The lack of fath and even contempt Io
programmatic approaches based on use, function
and actnily have led I the uge of other melaphors
1 generate new ways of larmalizing a boef

The structure of a containing box i§ charactefized
basically by its abeence of anchorage.

The lower tace ot the box can rest on any suitable
surlace {atwaye according lls entreaties) as a stop
gap contact which could be interuptec at any
moment.

The container is, by definition, a structure without
fauncations, whuch rests on the land with the help
ol its own weight zlone; it has no rucdat, no
enging, na gails and no anchor.

The 1aal prablam can tumed ardund five themes:
-The possible identification of the rectangular base
with the surface of the water —or vice versa, it
ditfgrentiation as hard. artificial. tera fima leaving
1he marine ervironment as an external relerance
-The eatment of the lowest base of the container,
as a epecihcally qualied lace in that it acts as a

suriace of contact with the iand.

e A 4 el e A e e e e

-The o! a real bearing structure, taken as a box
without lfoundabons, or stmulating a2 metaphor-
container finished off with a conventianal structure.
-The imaginalve inventon on a five remaining
1aces of the containgr, with even the possiiity of
destroying the arig:nal capsular shape

-The recovery of progs aspects ge d
by uses, lunctions or achvibes as partal drving
torces of the proposal, thus rewtalizing the achal
concepten of the teminal as a possible foating
container.

Mogel

This partcular model refers o the verical
movement that is most of the times overooked in
the city: the bdes.

The kocabons in which it can be found run along
the urban edge.

Its geal is ie establish a girect relatanship between
the body and the water. A fioating platiorm, a
container, which height changes throughout the
different seasons and times of the day...the link
transforms from a ladder 0 a ramp sllowing an
access (o the bay
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mappings

\appings

fog currents and tides

ails the narrative of the srte? § would suimise that you wiil gevelop means of ldentifytng potential conneclions hefween the varlous areas that make up the eagey...} cg
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1 the sie wili heighten the particular awareness of it [._Jawareness af the beauty of simple things(...j rc
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the thoughts that one has, (o extent 1o which they are thoughts. is awareness of s equality or homogenesty: the feeding thet alf combinations o the kind are legitimate, naturdd, and that the method CONESEs i exating them, it seeing them with
‘Wrig for theit impkcanons, Paul Vel

e world was thought 1o be conformed by four basic elements: earth, wand, fre, and water. The way n which these entbes came together determined the parbcuiar characterisbes of an organism/place. A site, therefore, would present a different
the elements. which interacted within it The relaponships, tes, overizpping and even the contradicbons created a system where the master builder/archstect would integrate/mtervene interoretmodity these elements in his design

Jrselesg in the seme situation, how o understand the lemperament and tensions found in the site expressed as a design.

of a project ends up in a rustration when a supposedly exhaustive analysis of a problem is lollowed by a foriorn encounter with a sheet of blank paper.

jning begins rom a confrontation between the first look at the site and an initial sketeh. and il concludes baing mare important than the detinition of & lunctional program.

rcture means capacity 1o absorb the opposites and 1o go beyond ontradichons: but at the same time requires the perfection of a detail unti the detall is dissolved.

vach 1o the desgn progess. working in team is ke warking alone Bul with & capacity for analysis and intervention muitiplied by X. The fluency of ideas for each person involved shamens the capacity and the instrument of judgment. the

and the "practice” of Architecture

- e At m e e ke e S g P U e DT U S U e - e e A e

thoughts |

The analysis of the sile consisted in discovenng
the namatve of the sile. pansioming each
SUQQESDIOR iNto a design thar would work both, as
a unit. and as member of a larger system. Tha
analyss consisted @ a senes of mappings (fog,
lides. curments, shaking. etc) i order o truly
understand the nature of the sites. 1o discover is.
textures and conditions, and star creatng its own
namatve.

We are not in search of the manipuialion of the
site, but in the emphasisfighlighiing through the
creation of an awareness of some aspect that, at
the first plance might seem obvieus, but might be
hickien or understated. Our approach ie to control
the framework of e situation. In other words, o
deveiop & stuciwe which sets the basig lor an
event, bul withoul contolling the event itself.
Thiough this proposal we are hopuyg b create an
awareness of the beauty ot smple things

The approach is 10 create a new “syslem”,
which each imervention foms an area of influence
with a larger exiension than the project itsell: as
nppies an the water surface. The link detween the
projects is grven by the overlapping of the ripples
ol each propozal in conras! with the punctual
struciures, which now prevail. The syslam itsell will
consist of difterent layers of Gubsyslems:
fransportabion (pedestrianivehicular), visual and
functonal,

The emphasis wit be set in exploring the inlarstitial
space between the street level and the water level
(section), and how this changing of the ssction can
influence the way one approaches o the water.
This is reflected in the proposals in which each
represents a differert manrer to address the
water's  egdge, The designs try o expiore
altemnatve modes 1 the conventiona oae (from
the city to the water)

The layers that conform the system ane

B O s S PN T W

Intarventions (e parbcular areas and e
relaponships between the sites).

Golas (scaftered, smafer interventions on
paradigmatic sites).

Fermy siops (e proposal of a sanes of vaporerto
siops).
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solve a
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Versus
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gathering
Space

S AU Ly

site plan

detail of lower plaza and access 1o beach

aguatic park

L  Disintegrative practioes

Il common properbes exist for undefined stes.
thesa are their charactenisacs. It woukd be natural
to think to former solutions for public places. winth
wouid tinge these site with monumentality and the
cosmelic. would be scarcely approprate row.
Neither natwal analogies nor the oft-repeated
formalizatons “of memaory” woulkd work.

The altematve is 1t reconsider coMMUl
pracices the interplay ol social and group
encounters. the relatonship between  formai
dectsions and their practce.

It is these events in the city. which will graduatly be
able to constuct the new language of proect
procedure, They are, thersfore moments which the
charactaristic of the ancounter with savageness,
with chaos, and which gre also characteristic of all
pre-tnguistic environment, and place us on the
tweshold of creatvity

The whan space becomes the space of
appropriation and permulabon.

The ramework and e network,

Operating with e suppons from ecanemic and
social activily could be one of the nodal points in
arder o conceive the cily and its relationship with
its surraundings.

Topography, greal distance, surlaces and hew
t@xiures, and, as a consaquence. New Preportions
of scale, may provide the elements for an wrban
and tenitorial resteration of the crty. The fixing of
the boundaries, canegraphy anc the relatonship
with the dislant, may be something maore than
fgures as a plan and be undersioed a3 operatong
for ranstormations in hemsehes.

S P

Fabic of sensatons

The spaces ol attachments are those which
generate many of the propesals, They place Us in
front of an iImagined reality. where disorder is given
privilege over hierarchy, space over tme, and
ditterence over identity.

The individual would take on a different role t the
one that rs submerged him in belonging o e
group.

Nowadays. singulanity and, at the same Gme, the
universality of our world pass though the ncividual
simutlaneousty. making clear that archilecture anc
public space will be effective if we are able o
harmonize  this paradoxical  encounter  of
dimengions and  scale, of ieelngs and
attachments

The landecape project will have 10 cpen the path
baween the sensitve and the intetdtigible. in order
Io rescue retationship with things

The undefined sites, uncertain, unslabie places,
contain, within themselves, some ol these keys
and sigrals. All we have to do is uncover them,
discover them. We need 1o recognize that an

L inter iale situation, b two Umes
alse [akes shape pehind possibie conceaiments
and responsas,
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perspective view

general view (model) e proposal conasten of
twa  basic elements & feiry slop  [L-shape  wiich
connecled City and waler and a rdmp a 1ok Delween day
argl sy

el et T R R R L L -

ramp detail on bridge

nons piliar
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yect, the bride becomes an observation piatform for the understanding of the
hich raps around sts pillar, creating a strata of perceptions...
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Uncertain siws

O factory sites, which now lalen into disuse. the
place where the most imponant infrasmaciure were
located, thosa of gitferent economies which, today
are enclaves of the super-imposition of countiess
strata of communication and shilts

Localizations which are the focus of many ol our
questions  aboul contemporary ©ihes  and
landscapes The locaton of uncertainly and,
therefore, of the project,

There are situations or places where it would be
bener 10 dinect one with maps, guides for passer-
by, because we are nc more than accdental
pedestian in them. Such giuatons produce a
teeting of isolation and singularnty ol pi of
alienaton and fear, it is these siluations which
confer worth and “lack al meaning” on the abave.
This lack can be intarpreted as an indication of the
distance which has always existed between a city
which only wan!s o be archilecture and the
impossibility of oullding the city which archilacture
itself has avinced. It is precisely hese incapabilibes
which show us the countiess landscape. In any
case lhis duality show an extreme situation, &
borderine place.

A place thal aways prevent to sleep of reason
trom wyelding &nd feling us ancther of is
unbearable axioms. ancther of iz “obwious
confirnatans’. In this case. that the possibility of
making the city ang architecture coincide formally,
the impregsion is that the contgmperary culture in
$0OMe way predicts these “unsiable emains™.

It wit not be possible to risk an engaged and
creative project without thes conunchion between
strangeness and realily, withaut the union of
absence and presences.

pier 24 and bay bridge

inemediate places, sites of difference

Being aware of the culral, polncal and sociat
reality is, at the present, more pressing han in
other times, cue 1o the facl that we have 16 bring
inlo line the conflicing piesence of a planelary
sphare and a reality that is increasingly resincted
10 MiCIo-polics.

Now, more than ewver, it 15 wital to integrate
differences, withoul reterrng them to a totality
which might take them unilorm or eliminale the
wealth ol their diversity

The proposat ol an ethical horizon from which o
rvalidals the possible planning and  wban
equivak ] ditterent and
regons, when exirapolabtng expenences and
tested madels in those places which, in time,
became obsolele.

Thase huge infrastructures shoukd heraki greater
control and authority for the city. and ol have
been subjected 0 an urvaal model of cocupancy
ang managemen!. motvated by simianly fo other
economies and other sockenes,

Pholocallages, montages. superimpostions and
marnufactured praducts ane the vehicke which gives
dimension 10 a realiy which presents isell by
chance, but with whach we can operale almost
methodologically, repeabng gesues  and
contrivances in order o bring about observabon in
the gaze and conjecture in its analysis. Object and
localizations which do not capture our attenbon in
the cry, are offered as the ongin of the
instatabons. of the projects. from which we can
maybe present a fabncated image for these
residusal places; 2ones of olicuts and leftovers.

The tentency o place the public in unaxpiored
places or those which, untl now have not been
considered by architecture. Once discarded and
dissohved archieciure is set to discover its places
frem the beginng. from the ongins

[ e e AR
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oughts I

thoughts Il

Thoug out . O o wa
il hocessary 10 clanily, ofdd and ol he Kiees
g 1. whkh e v e

P d
chikaron kol st NG ot ivohers.

Thereloie, we Bsked 0 culsawes Mesa senes of
questions Irying 10 ind a specific answer

Whal is the bay?

Unifymg siorment along tha edge

Numetcus qualibes.

Evary quality is present along the wateriront, but one
prepandarales abova the other according with the
location

Complex system by itsalf

Smooth in plan and striated in section

Fiexible, liquid

YWha is the city?

Il possesses a diffarent complexity from the watar, in the
way that it is sinatad in plan and section (lopography,
aiprant ligh ol the buikdings. Ihe diverse grids, change
ol dengity, of scalk).  In other words. these islands of
smoothness creata e siriatness of the city.

Figrd, solid, this 15 the reason bacause the ity 1ook over
the bay

What it it eage?

Tha atea whate an object of area begins of ands

An adge is imphed in evary object. in the sansa that il it
00es ROt have an edge it deas ot exsl

The edge ol the city (Sen Francisco) 1 & map 15
dotineated by the prars, but in reality the eage 15 Mé
sdewalk along Embarcacelo (Snce Most of T pes.
arg nol open | the: pubhic)

Whete the shoraling ovedaps with the sdewalk, an
aCCass 1o he real eage ol the Gty and ol the bay occurs
The edge exsts because of the presence of different
qualities, natures, coNdtions

It 18 ovan-changung

Changes . mlabon I Mé gquakles. nalres and
CONKbONS Kvohvad

It 18 Modihaa iy Felabon wih kne

It 18 now Tragmanted

The sage s definad by the uses and debnes the uses
From what we are intsresiad! in, i is conlomed by two
O more members.

Wity 5 the edge interosting?

By altemg &. thw ganeral nature of the elemants involved
doas not changa (not strictly physcally} but acquiie new
meaning. In rolation with San Francrsca, by modilying
the adge of the city, the city will Jemain baing he Gty
and the bay wil continue being the bay, bul with
difigrent relationship between the hwo (in other woeds
WD ANGIN quality of aage).

How 10 infarvene on te Deteting (not possiblet)?

Nol extending Ihe edge of the ity un the waler

Crealng & new sdge. 5noe 1 is tha medium to establish a
naw relabonsnip (il does nol relate to the lact of havng an
Bcige of not, but which kind will awst). through diluion. As
an analogy. a soluton (8 cebned by the number ol
suspended paricles within it, Therelore Ihe eoge will
sometimes will have more qualites of the city. while at
others, of tha bay

In orded 10 hava a new maaning ol the edge should its
shagpe or kem changa?

No, bul it is necessary 1o find the “intnnsic quatibes” of the
New connections that will anse

It 15 nol about only alleting is shape, bul manly its
“lemperements”

{8 il thw eckge a sita?

N 1l 15 & ine {mono-dimensional)

We wanl lo consder the edge as a &ita wilh Il own
chatactenslics and quelibes, which are laken direchly hom
the involved eismaents (city and bay)

It will be a three dimensional glemeni

What ame the piysical axpressions of the ntenventions?
They are not:

Extending tha gnd of tha aity {conbinuing 11} ta 1he walet of
VICE veisa

Extending the city's density, topography. and scale

They are

Extending the qualities of both

from the city, the horizontal movemani . the textuia, and the
activibes {uses of the space)

From e walel, its Buidity, vatcal movameal, snd its
smooihnass

Whal is tha nartative of the site?

It conmsis In discovenng 1he CONNGCHONS Datween The
Slos. 0L WiNG & naw Sofy, but Anding a ralanon with he
austing

How will the e of the sile enh re o the
particularnitics of the watarnont?

The nanative shoukd be underslpod as oné #ory (nol as a
sones of stonas)

Tree should he & plot hat Wit keep o of the ewnls
fogethar  The snoid. Mstoncal, Qeologecal,  chmabe,
funcoonal and textuiral aspects can De Cconsdecd as he
chavactars of the naralve

Tha evants are not Lo e 1aken &8 mdrdudl KISneabons.

A L e n il s e

i e
In omder 0 keap the nanative's contireily, al which leval
shauld the indereenton deal”?

Thera are diffsen! levels: Saring rom the Qondxal oystam,
encling with the cetaul
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Ee s
space should have coherence. legibiity, and meaning: being a venicle for information and accessibility.

nt state of the horizontal mavement, pedesman and vehicular, is reated in a way where the second prevails. The opposite characteristics between the two make it necessary 1o differentiate and redesign their paths and
8.

ilar mation is charactenzed by a defined trajectory. speed, and a definitive nature. It does not interact with other elements (otherwise il creates a colligion). It is totally indifferent to the context that crosses and is only related to the
Tere itis set.

3iran motion, on tha other hand, lolkiws a More 1andom path, with a siowe? pace, indefinile and sinuous, in direct relationship with the surrounding amvironment. it doss not work on the basis of distance, but of stimuli

_OCQ_‘_HW JW_.

of theta concepts, the proposal will create a differant set of condilions far both (a distne! sels of approaches). Our goal is not to redaline the cily in relation 1 the layoul of the streels: since it is already StruCtured and is structuring
is 8e1 10 brake the geometry ol the vehicular street to give back lo the pedasirian the possibility of seeking and experimenting the city. To create a more heterogenegus course beaking the limit of the building: not necessary

It bul perpendicular, ablique, elevated, ascending or descending.

10l poar, Marcovaldo had oreamed of being abie 10 use the streers, that is walking in the middle of them [...J. But he realized that the pfeasire did nof Coma so much rom daing these unaccustorned things as from seeing & whole
1origt: streets lie the fioars of valleys or ary river beds. houses like the biocks of steep mountains or the walls of 8 i,
e

2, we are interested in considening the infrastructure (senes of public resources) as a spatial systern of the city, not as an imposed scheme ‘Trus cancept of infrastructura has its equivalent to Haussmann's Baulevards in Pans and
s gnd in Barcelona. as well as cther interventons of this scalg i the last century

y of & eity can be measured in ditferent degrees. The residual spacas found aleng the waterfront lack of this charactensbc since hey are result of 4 lack in the urben design piocess. The spaces of quietness should be designed
ame ananbon ag those with actiity.

P — s o 5 s AR o By - A i AL S T 4 tmime i Rme e s [ o £ s e e e 4 - FE R

Jrbaine works as a sirategic catalyst, that once i is msarmed in the uthan contaxt it modies or infuences the character of the fabric. The goal of this approach is to assume an whan role thal is supenor to the program, reinforcing the
dencies. /f represents & possibie i & the urban maphalogy and the ic typolagy.
ani

thoughts il

city thoughts

The wban space (public space} is the pinysical
er of what happens in the oty and s
bal format defniton.

ot Botiges

1

The oty consists of reistionship between the
measuremnent of its space and the events of its
past. [...J. The oity, however, coes not teff its past,
but containg it like the lines of & hand. written i the
camar of the strest, the granngs of the windows.
italo Cahino

The charm of “sweel decadency” is in the
Amencan aly unknown. When prosperly ends, the
Gity esther sets forth a new development Drocess of
it Just ches.

The Eurcpean oty aspees to stabiliy; the Amencan
aily 15 NSiead & (eMporary Cysialization maoe from
the sedrmeniancn of & conpnue fiux, A trafhc noge
FEAYESEnIS K8 Aafwe more than from whet 15 bull;
for this reason its on: reprasenianon is the “mann
sheet” and not a “prazza”.

fHalo Calvino

Marcovaldla's eyes peered around seeking the
emergence at A different city, & oy of bark and
scaies and clots and newve systern under the ciy of
paint and 18 and piass and Stucco.

taio Caving

A work of architecture is refevant meaningful and
authentic when it foiows the properties of the
arganic state: the particuiar characterstic of the
site, and #is connechons with RS SWToundings;
when in a synergic system the meening of each
part s ony mn the reistons that it has with alf the
other: and the meanng of the parts is only in the
spanal relanonship.

Lecn Battista Albers

The persuasive aspect of 8 propose’ s in its
achitectonic qualines. bt they will appaar onk if
there is a perfect comespondence belwesn e
proposal and the practical expectations of s
recipients.

Leon Battista Alberti

san francisco thoughts

Things withau! usg never wixk

The actual condiaon of the San Francisco
watarfront as a space without use, ig he starting
point of cur project. The bekief of reviliang an
area bwough a senes of embetishments 18
condemned to failure, therefore the amributon of
new natures through the discovery of the
relatonships and connections with its context is
e most appropriate approach.

The public space in this particular part of San
Francisco is scarce and hardly used for its quality.
The ity itself is 5o deeply and strongly conformed,
making it difficult o discover and propese a
suitable site for intervention  The watertront
presents itsell as the most proper locanon, due 10
its transitional stage and possibiity of oroader
prepositions,

The creation of a complex sysiern, where the
interachons of the different layers {uses, edges,
texiures. lypologies. penods), gives to the city a
relaion of meanngs. where the possibdity of
discover emerges. The connecbons of tese
layers are the main purpose of a public spacs

The waterfront as a public reaim. wher the
boundaries are olumed and new tenes of
cannections between the bay and city come forth
The blurring does rol imply confusion, but an
inerwaaving of different elements inlc & more
complex  design. In other words, an  active
participation ol bath, where the process ol action-
reaction takes place (that, which aflects the city, 1s
cirectly relaied with its counterpan on the water's
edge).

The expenmentaion, which sfaned wilh the
Modern Mavement, of blurring insioe and cutsice
is the base giound for our research: the prospect
af applying trus concept 1o the urban scake.
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' UL S I TH T P A AL AT LIS F R A S
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delelui R interventions 4. marina yacht club

b. agquatic park

stops ¢. piers 33 and 35
d. piers 8. 15,17.19 and 23
e. ferry building
f. prers 24, 26, 28, 30 and 32
g. south beach marina
h. agqua vista park
.. fyourmtervention should bei 2 bold move that ipvolves the entite urbin walerront bold, but quiel 15 the wate: /..J sn BECIZEE e SHISHNG CONMEON 2loniq the 31 page ls varied and aiverse. the (usertion of anything which 15 asking for notice would need 1o be caretully selected (...j dg

FTHAGInG 20 InTER SIrucTure of Conpections v an Interesting premise, what gets connested and what does not {that which remains (isconnected is atmost more miersstingif...) cg to control the framework of 3 SItUATION. BUT not the sifuation Hself 1s the power af design re
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filter

The four condibons of disconnecton chosen for
The devekopment of the designs are

1 Cont tower and piers 27 through 29

2. Foot of Market St.. Hyatt Regency Piaza. Ferry
Building and its loading plaza.

3. Fiers 24-32 and Bay Bridge.
4. Mission Rock {Aquavista Park)

Each of them represents a parlicular situabion in
which the city addresses the bay and where a
differant type of connecoon can be established’

In relaton o an iconic element such as
- which allows and overvew of alf the city,

ha . .- -1° permits an understanding of the
nature of the water, while physically being in the
bay. An entrance, a crculation system and a core
These are the programmatic condiions of the
walemnark

Market Sreel has a visual connection with the
Embarcadero, but it lacks a physical one.  The
open space found in fram of the

" -. has no characte! due 10 1S PreVIoUs
condiben ynder the freeway. being one of the faw
green arepg in the fnancial distiet. The budding
itsall could be used as a 1.°1-  thal would permit
& dizlogue between the movement of the oty and
the Incoming kemes

programmatic connections |

The space undemeath the © canbe
consdered as an apporunity 1o explore a budding
as a sechon, usng exacly the 60° wice by 151"all
ghil that it creales.  An nterstital interventon is
naeded: a kinetc L= hanging from the
presant structure, would nlorm  abput events
directly relaled with the cily.
In direct refationship with it. the parking lot foung
by piers 30 and 32 would be transformed inte an
dter Meoplet (nat would flood according 1o
the a_:masﬂ levels ot the tdes. Its counterpant on
the water. would be contormed by three platiorms
orJe ' T uging the space of piers 24 through
32

w ‘ . lound by Mission Fock.
serves as a memory of San Francisce's industnal
past. The prcposal of a man-made .#.: | asa
counterparnt of Qcean Beach in the west, that could
be used by the San Franciscans. taking advantage
of the almost fog-free location and calm walers.
The intervention onsist of the weaving of different
textures/conditons. The propestion wil work as a
method 1o establish a dialogue. a connection.
between the earth and the land. city anc water

The wateront is seer as a *
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El bernpo para la reflexdon es a laver ia
aportunicad de ver hacia mirds ala

misrna condicién de refiexacn, en 1odos los
senticios de /s palalva, como s por medko de
una nueva heramienta Goica uno lograra
fngimente ver fa vista, uno obsevara

A0 Unicaments of paisaje natura, ia ciucad.
ef puente y el abismo, sina que unc Jograra
ver viendo.

Remn Koolhaas, S.M.L X 1997,

El tente aculero de San Francisco debe
convertrse en un sito para descubrir ta ciudad y
vefse descuberto por efla, Hasta ahora no ha
exisbdo una dadera al ) entre
¢l limite de la ciudad con la bahia. Geometrla.
lonteras, la redeula urcana, el espacio resdual y
los distinios vecindanos pueden considerarse
como un retrao mas exaclo de la totatidad def
Imite. los cuales refielan la  varedad de
condiciones a io largo de la costa,

Limite como concapto:

1. Fin. trmino.

2. Confin, frontera

3. Elvalor canstante al que tende ung magnitud
vanable, acercandose indefinidamente a & pero
sin legar a akcanzaro.

éPor qué es el conceplo de kmite arachg?

El limite infiere dos situaciones disintas (como
minimo) con un posible cambia en propledades.
condiciones o caractarisbcas. En si, puede
presentarse  en dwversas formas:  definide,
maleable, natural, artibcial. .

Sobve todo. el limile clarifica la naturalaza ce los
elementos que ko conforman: sus similitudes,
contrasles y oposicionas.

Limite como sitio:

La crudad de San Francisce es en i un limite. es
el limite de la peninsula; el limite enire &l océanc v
la bania; el mite entre Io urbano y ko natural
Aurque cabe destacar que su limita mas
emblematcs es aquel que oivide la iana del agua,
detsda a que pariir oe ésle se inbere el restg.

La decision de enfocar la lesis en el limite Lbane,
es decy. el limte sntemo ce la cudad con su
bahia. se basa en conmcerario coma un didlogo
noonciuso ente estas dos natwralezas. Debido a
su anificdidad, sendo redefrudo a través det
bempo {desde 1851 se comenzo a ganar mmend a
ia bahiz). el proposiio e este estudic es explarar
cuzles seran s ambutos para el limie acuifero
COMEMPArAnes.
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________estrategia]

La esirategia necesaria para entablar una relacion
con el frente acuitero de San Francisco requiere de
tacio; desde el punio de wvisia sensual, material
como desde el es¥uco. Esto es posible
recorociends los elementos en tension, como o
san:

sdide y ligprcdlo

tiarra y bahia

naturaleza y hurmanicad

orden y caos

lo exstente y o nyevo

escala urhana y escala arguitsctinica

movimiento vehiculsr y movimiento peatonal
cwdad como responsabilidad del  diseniador
wrbana y oudad Como LNa CONSELOCoN colectva

Es inxiispensable no ohidar el hecho de que el
orden, consiste en entelazar los cpuesios, con el
fin de concebir al silic por k que es y por ko que
pudiera o quisiera sar. En pocas palabras, a peasar
de apareniar  contar con elgmenics
contradictonos, estos slempre se  encuentran
relacionados.

De igual forma, la reublizacdn, como una
esCcrupwosa reinterpretacion y renovacion del sibo
permitird 3 tangsformacion de estos seclores
ohidados en su verdadera funcidn, senir como
una especie de rsagra entre 1a ciudad y los
mueiies. En aste seniido se avitard la silvacidn
actual, dende los proyeclos de  renovaciin
(dirigidos principaimants g la industria del wrsime)
han alejado a la misma pobiaciin local de i
costa. En su lugar se propane crear una conexién
en ia manera en que €l nuevo espacio interactua
con la forma existente

Para kegrar esta meta, el andlisis det sitio consistid
en descubrir su narratva. tansiormando cada
supgerencia en un disero que trabajaria tantoc como
unictad, como miembro de un sistema a mayor
escala, Es decr, el astudio del frente acuffero wwvo
como finatidad el comprender verdaderamente la
naluraleza de dicha limite. A ravés del ryistio de
digtintos elementos (nebling, mareas, corfentes
mannas, vientos, ete.) se busco oescubnr sus
texturas y condicionas, y asf comenzar a crear un
relato propic.

Nao se buscd una manspulacidn desenfrenada del
sito, sino el énfasis o la atencion a algunos
aspectos que a pAmera vista  puderan
conmderarse Comao obwvic, pera que en realidad
e encueniran oculds u ohidados. La tdctica
consishé en controlar el asquelero o armazdn de la
situacion,  En pocas palabras, desamollar una
esUCIUFE  gue SeNtars las bases para que se
SusCtara Un evento, pero sin controlar al svenio
mismo. A fravés de esla propuesia se espara
crear una consciencia oe iz belleza de ios hechos
sencillos {como lo es el caso de los cambios en
las mareas).

El prayecto busca crear un nueva sisema, en el
cual caga una de las intervenciones forme un drea
de infiuencia con una extensidn mayar al proyecto
migmo, como sucede cuande se nza la superficie
oel agua. El eslabbn entra las intervenciones esta
dade por el encuentro de dichos fizos, en
conrasie con {a sene de evenios puntuales gue
eusten actualments en la costa. La propuesta
consiste en una ntervencién amcutada, resuttaco
de un observaciin previa, filtrada a raws del
crteric perscnal. Un sistema inlegrade por
disbnios estratos de subsmtemas. ¢on e fin de
crear una inkervencidn lineal

Se dio cierto éntasis a la exploracidn del espacic
ntersticial entre el nivel de calie y el nivel del agua,
y cOme esla seccion cambiante puede infiir en la
manera en gue und percibe la bahia,
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El concepto de arquiteciura urbana debs ser
Interpretadio como &f cardcler cataliico ae ias
diferantes mtervenciones en Ia trama de la ciudad,
Manue! de Soia Morales.

Los diferentes elementos que conforman el
sistema son oS siguientas:

1. Eswudios de caso o estudios del limite,
Las dreas donde sa ubican las propuestas
pariculares o intervenciones. Sg
consideran estudios de casc debido a
que y estados ¢ ishoo:
Oe desconexion enire la bahia y la ciudad.

biltbodrc

2 Prataformas. Conlormadas par un sistema
modular de unidades de 2.00m por
3.00m, las cuales se pueden ensambiar
da varias maneras. La lorma que adquiere
ge e aNgna una huncion én especifico.
pero debido a que la lorma es tiexible, la
tuncdn tambeén ki es {una piatatorma de

m
forma cuadranguiar se puede utiizar para
concieros, dias de campo, e mentras
que una con proparciones mas alargadas
se puede uthzar para practicar caminala,

patinar, elc.). Esios elementos se
encueniran sobre la superfice del agua,
rasiadindose en relacon con  las
clave: comenies a b lago de la cosm. Sy
velocidad vana en relaciin a la loma de
ia plaatoma {la maxma distancia

: : penmida e 7.5 km en & horas)
intervenciones Por ende. las platalormas no  son
o, especificas a un sibo.  Su obetvo es el
archipiélago [ cambio de perspectva. al colocar al
usuaric sobre la bahla, Su confommacion

rutas de femes === 0 —--ea---. thﬂﬂ% como @ de un

rutas del archipiélago

3. Bowkes o ferres. Sirven como medios de
enlace enve las distnlas intervenciones
{estudios ode <caso y archipiélago)
utiizando el agua como miragstructura de
ransporte.
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San Frantisco se ha caracterizade por su

actividad portuaria, la cual hasta hace un par de

décadas habia sido su principal factor de
. desanollo econémico. A raiz del boom de la
industiia de telecomunicaciones, en especifico. de
la red rundial. San Francisco ha seguido el
ejemple del vecino Valle del Silicdn, heredanda su
papel c¢omo puerto de  exportaciones &
importacicres & ciudades al este de Ja bahia,
como lo es Qakland. Esto ha dado como
resuliado el gradual abandono de los muelies v,
por ende, su datenorng,
Las antiguas fabricas que se situaban a lo largo de
la costa fla zona donde sofia encontrarse la
infraestructura mas impertante), ahora en desuso,
se  han converide en verdaderos sitios
arquecidgicas donde se han empsalmada unz
sere de eshatos que corresponden a los dislintas
funciones improvisadas per las gue han pasado.
Se pueden consicerar zonas incignas, donde es
posible preguniarse Ia relacidn entre las ciudades
conlempordneas, sus frenies acuiferos v el
paisaje.
Este tendmeno pooo a poco se ha extendido al sur
de la ciudad, aicanzanda los dltimos vestigios de
su actividad imdustrial, espacios a los que hoy se
liega come un visitante accidental,
Dichas siwaciones producen un sentimiento de
aislamiente, extratieza y porque no deciro, de
temor. Un paisaje desolado, un paisaje de limite
Limite ce la cludad y &l vacic, limite de la vigente y
el racuerde; leniendo como marco principal el
limite entre 1a tierra y la bahia

Este es el sitio donde se ubica la playa urbana.
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ran extensién libre para
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iciad

Ubicacién dentro dei trenie acufero,

Aqua Vista Park

Zona oe reparacidn de
barcos comerciales,
tamben conocida como

muelles 52COT © OryoOCks
Area de influencia.
Condiciones especiicas del sitia:
-Presencia de elemenios protecicres cqu crean la bahia.

-Pr ia de dreas de gran 6N Same tontraparts de la
COsta.

Nuewo 851aci0 de beisbol

-La iemperatura oel agua es cansiderablemente mayod (182C) en esta mna.

que en &l drea del Golden Gate (10°C).
- Augercia casi 10lal 0e neblina,
- Baja velocidad e las comentas mannasg,

Ubicada al sur da Market Skeet y de bs dlimos
proyectos que incluyen el estadio de béistol para
el equipo local y la manna, Mission Bay se coloca
come el espacio con el mayor potencal de
desamollo de San Francisco, En kb gue £8 puede
congigarar como el gliimo termlono disponible para
proyecios a gran ascala.se sulfre el peligre de que
s vea sujeto al modelo tipico de lraccionarmiento,

pitiendo el ; en el que e niega
tada relackin con la bahia {buscando fa
umiemegiad, mientras se elimina la nqueza de su
diversidad de condiciones).

Es precisamente la unidn entre ko no famikiar y lo
real, eslte lazo enire presencias y ausencias lo que
permile el disedo de una propussta apasionada y
ceatva.

Fotocolages, moniajes ¥ SUPer iMposiciones son
el vehiculo qua ¢a dimensidn a esla reaidad que
¢ presenta por casualidad, pero en & gue so
puede trabajar casi mebddicamente, burscando
obyservar viendo y proponer anatizando; colocando
al ser huranc en estas zonas inexploradas que no
hablan sklo consideradas por la argitechura.
descubnendo gl b0 por sus MCOS. por sus
origenes

bahia
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— El presente eswdio de caso {o de lmie) es el

D_mﬁmﬁoz\jmm Qm madareas . resufiado de un ocesd de abservacien de las

LN — o e = - - - relaciones de la crudad v su bahia. La propuesta

SUge COMO respuesta a las pocas 2onas de acceso

donde 42 desciende del nvel artficial oe

agua plataforma de concreto gue conforma la urbe, a ja

PN " i . superficie siempre canbiante del agua. De ahi el reto

medio dinamico y unhmarsal; paisae infinito, abstracte, sin referencias. de proponer un sibo donde el Jqurdo, y no el sdlido,

s convierta en el espacio pdblico, es decr la
cenominada playa urbana.

La propuesta se ve como un esizbdn entre el
ambiente ciadine y la bahia, entrelazando kos
elementos del agua y la terra. En pocas palabras,
una participaciin activa de ambos | favoreciends el
proceso oa accidn-reacsitn (es decir, aquebio que
alecte la ciudad se encuenira  dvectamenie
relacionade con su contraparte en el limite acuitero)

A alerar el Umite, la naturaleza gereral de ks
slementos involucrados no cambia directamente,
§inG adquiera un nuevo significado, ¥ por ende, una
nu@va relaciin.

El imite g8 convierte en una piel permeable, un filtro,
donde las lexiuras de la tema y el 2gua se
encuentran.

A traves de las lansicnes encontradas in situ (en
gepecifico. el cardcter postingustial de la zona) el
proyecty busca hacer mas evidenle las formas
existenies en que i3 ciudad aclualmenta se organiza
¥ proponer una nueva opcicn en la que ésta pueda
arquitecturatizar su limile.

Fara este fn. los elemenios del disefro son los
siguentes:

Fitre:
\ista general cel conjunts. Doblez
Plataformas de mareas

PO VRSN S O O C o mme camea - e e e s . -y e -

playa .
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analisis

captura del agua fittracion escalonamieniu perfciacion gat muelle flotacion enmaicar 1a vista




Ll vista del conjunto. sombras al atardecer.
8l vista del conjunto. acceso al filtro

playa .




KM acesso al mueile.
‘M vista de las plataformas.

playa )




capturs gl agua- marer bah
trolumen permanemts ds agual

Captura del agua- marea baja

Volumen permanente de agua

4,

.._Nm

% ptura del agua- marea ala
o0s horas anteriores a la marea alta

- marea alta

B! una nucva
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plataforma de mareas

Cuatlo mengunts

Et crear un pograffa submarina que rependa
2 los iemperamentos de tas mareas. permile
que la KGN sea exper da de
diversas formas durante momentos dissntos
del dia y del ano.

Las platalormas se ocuitan y aparecen en un
contimue juego con el agua.  Sobdo y liquido
se empalman creando una Zona de
mediacion.

La tabla muestra ks cambios en las mareas
en relacion a las fasas lunares. Cabe recordar
los siguentes datos generales:

Nivel méximo de marea: -0.27m del nivel de
catie

Nive! 0.0 del agua: -2.40m del nivel de calle

Nivel minimo del agua: -2.94 m del nivel de

cabe
—

Dichos niveles se encuentran registrados en
las piatatormas dentro de la intervencisn,
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doblez

El intervenir un muelle existenta, extensidn horizontal
situada scbre la superficie del agua, bene como
proposilo el crear un elemento sobre la bahla que
responda & la naturaleza cel liquido. Las
ondulaciones, producto de una sere de dobleces,
podrian considerarse esculpidas o erosionadas por el
continue flujp y cambio de nivel de las mareas y
comentes. £3 decir, el parsaje como un proceso que
responda a ta fenomenaiogia del sitio.

« § doblez

zona de hamacas

lor

A la vz el muele adguere por medio de esta
ransiommacién. una sere de superficies que fungen
como espacik plblico: plataformas para pesca,
eEPAcIos para el acn. zonas de descanso...el muelle
$8 carvent: en un zona donde la ciudad puede
contampilarse.

0.00m

Oom -1.20m  +1.20m

ST e DI 3 338 2

plataformas de pesca

nta del muelle esc: 1:1000

te congitudinal esc: 1:1000 X tm




corte tongitudinal .. -




GO—.._HQ mlm. esc.:1:200
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section hh'

Horizontal - flow
Roughing Filter
{0.3=1.5m/h)

{hagram.a e lanconamenia del itk atilizacdo en (3 propuests

- raw waler 3 12~-18 mm
key ~= flow direction a”_.:”_u B 8~12 mm
= fillered water material o 4- 8 mm
§  drain EE 1-2mm

i e GETCLALT ¢l AT S s B e

A lo largo del process de invesbgacidn, un factor que
vendria a nfur directamente en el disenc fue
descublerto. A pesar de Ilas estictas nomMas
ambientales por parie de las auteridades portuanas, el
liguido gue conforma la bahia de San Francisco
coniene una sene de SOIOS en SuspensiGn que
alteran la calidad dei agua

No se quisc pasar por alto este hecho, a pesar de que
podria cansiderarsele como un agente en contra del
oroyecto, En su lugar, se buscd revelar el proceso de
curacksn y punficacién,  Haciendo ewdente esta
manichra el proyecto se vio enriguecido enarmements
Es asi coma surge el filte,

Este elemento permite que las particulas suspendidas
&n al agua de la pahia sean arapadas por la sere de
esraios de roca que conforman su base.  De esta
forma el agua que cubre las plataformas as apta para
ser habitada (natacion}.

El firo crea la oporiunidad de considerar al kmite
come un umbral, Una membrana porosd Similar 3 la
piel, actuande tantc al interier coma al extarior de la
intervencion. Una membrana que respira 8l ritmo de
las mareas.

B T T L e

filtro y estereotomia

Esiereotoomia

El procedimients de fitracidn utiizade coresponde al
método genominado pre-tratamiento para &f sisterra
e filtracidn por arena & baja velocidad. Dicha técnica
consiste en el uso de distinlas /ocas y/o gravas,
consierandose  on  proceso  natural para el
ratamienty del agua. Se je ma como un paso
antenor a ks fitros de arena debido a que. per medio
de este, e logran eliminar las posibles pariculas
sdiidas que podnan bloguear los finos conducios que
cenforman este Giime proceso.

No se continud con el siguiente paso debido & que
na e buscaba potabilizar el agua (lo cual también se
consideraria practicamene imposible por el volumen
eonstante de liquido que peneta la interdencion),
§n0 mejorar sustanciaimente su aspecto fsico,
quimico y bacteriologioo

Para su funcionamientc adecuadc sa requiera
bdsicamente de tres censidades distintas de material
filrante (entre 25 y 5 cm de tamano), fomanco un
volumen que deberd tener un ancho minmo de §
mebos y una attura minima de 8 matros (cubnendo el
nivel maximo de marea al fonda maring) |

Un requisito Indispensable es la velocidad dal fiujo
horizontal gel quido que deberd cubrir la media de
1.44kmmM. La velccidad promedio de las camentes en
la bahia es de 10.8 km/h.

La dimension final que adguiic el filtro {21 m de
ancho) se encuentra en relackin proporcional con
velocicad de las comantas.

Las diferentas rocas sa COICAMON en gavicnes con
una dimensién de 3.00m de longitud. 1.00m de
ancho y 1.00m de altura.

En general, los gaviones alcanzan un nivel de
-+1.00m sobre el nivet maxime de jas mareas, con el
fin de que en el estralo superior, las rocas puedan
estar libres de esios conteredores v utlizarse como
elelemento principal de 1a playa, El [re. por ende,
£5 una textura habitable.
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— El firo no sdko interactia con el bquide, a la wz Consideracionas de disefio.
luncicna come una membrana visual. Con e fin de
E -.n evilar la creacidn de una nueva barrera que limitara la La siguiente tabia (en relacién con k establecido por
= ‘ -} relacion del prayecio con la bahta el litro a nivel de la el ACI Amencan Concrete Institste) muestra las
= 1 superficie, s& conviena en un marco muy ligero. a base relaciones claro /peraite de losa, obrenidag con el fin
HI.I = ge una columnata y ung losa postensada muy de lograr una economia y LR comportamiento
. [ | — gelgada. que modulan y enmarcan la vista. esiuciural safistactorio en el postensace; lomando
i en cuenta que las cargas vivas se definen de
[ 3 1= b i L] Dicho sistema conforma el aspecto tectdnico del gntemano, la eleccidn de lag dimengiones del
ml..I b | proyecio. miembm compietardn la estructura, y las cargas
l“ LT [ mieetas y las rigideces de los miembros pueden ser,
"'l ““. Tectnica par tantp, determinadas:
El presfueze se define como la creackén inicial de
fuerzas a un glemento estructural, opoestas a las que Losa en una direccion. clarc/48
producen las cegas de abap, con el enncipal Losa en dos direcciones. claro/4s
cbplivo de contrarrestarias. De esta manera 8 Losa en dos direcciones con
aumenta su capacidac de carga y se disminuye la abaco claro/s0
 albercas. seccion gel slemento.

uaro obiicuas ce la perspactva. Su
ingtala trente al gibo. El pasaje en su
itra & su habitacidn,”

Las fuerzas se aplican mendiante cables de acero de
alla resistencia al ser tensados conta sus anclas. La
aplicacién c¢e ias fuerzas mencionacas se realiza
daspues del raguade del concreto, uilizando cabigs
da acero encuctacos para gwitar su adherencia con el
canereie.

Los cables son engrasados o inyectadog con mortero
después del lensacdo. Se instalan con curvaturas

El prayecto cuenta ¢on una losa en dos direteiones
con baca o capilel; por ende sa obtene la siguente
ecuacién:

seccidn = Clgro mayor = iSm = 0.20m de

de losa 50 50 ‘seccion

Disefio sismico.

San Francisco se encuenta en una zona de alta

Elhogat del hombie. 87 m predeterminadas para cres/ fuerzas reactivas en el sismicidad, por endé el sistema constructivo elegida
- alemeanto estructural. debard responder 8 esta Stuacidn, En el caso de los
0 posiengados, ef raporte preimingr sobre prueba de
(=) %%? — Baneficios. ransmision de momento realizacias en la Universidad
. de Washington y el Consejo de Invesigacién de
iTe) Lise mas eficents del concreto, Concraty Reforgada prescribe o siguienta: °(..) el
—

i

Lo Cortusar pragentaco en Al e Jansn

Seccién de la planta donde se muestan los claros del madule a ejes de columnas

- Reduccidn de secciones hasta en un 30%.
- Reduccién de acero de refuerzo a cantidades
minimas.

Qismi
- Aligera la estructura,

- Aligera los cimientos.

- Disminuye los efectos del sismo.

presfuerzo proporcionda un medio excelents para
conbnar una losa contnuamente y asegurar su
comperiamiento ductil ante cargas sismicas {..), no
manifestindose disminucidn en la Agidez durante os
ciclos”

CONNUE — e

Lhombre, . B7 (zona de albercas). A través del cileulo del peralte de iosa se oBIIVO una seccidn
de 33om. ficuic a
pemiten:
Lt o R el T . A 1t 3 B ) = o R = g 1 ol P e xR A R Ak SR o i AR Mt st - 8 ds e § a o e

- Dimensionar las fuerzas reactivas del preshierzo
COoN gran precisidn

- Conlolar defiexiones de los elementos estucturales
dentro de los Imites aceptables.
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detalle unién capltel trabe
esc.: 1:100

Un significativo beneficio préctico dal postensadc es
que el dano estuctural permanente en el
sistema de pss, serd mucho menor que el de
otros sistemas estructurales. Esto se debe a
que es imposible para los esfuerzos de un
cable nc adheride llegar a alcanzar su lmite
de fluencia dentro del rango de defarmacién,
previsto moderadamente para el caso de un
temblor mds o menos severo. La
incompatibiiidad de deformacicnes entre el
cable no adherido v el concreto que 1o rodea,
le proporciona &l cabke capacidad para

vas, CRrgas

L oL o
cicticas y hasta fakas get miembro
Resistencia &l sego.

El recutwimiento del acero de prestuerzo en el anclaje
debe presentar, por 0 menocs, 6mm mas del
NecesaNio en una zona lejana al anciae; el
recubrimien’o minimao de la placa ce asenlo
debe presentar 2cm en las losas.

La sigu wabla s recubn
requeridos de conciewn, &n losae presforzadas
con refuerzo  postensade  para  diferentes

rangos de resistencia al fuego.
Agregade.  1hom 1.5h 2h ah 4h
Carbonalo 19 19 1.9 2.5 a2
Shco 10 18 (K] 25 a2
Linero 19 12 10 10 5

Las dimensiones del recutvimiento estdn dadas en
cenlimelros.

En el caso especifico de la propuesta, se ubllzé un
recubrimiento da bgero de 2.5 ¢cm.

Protaccién contra la compsibn.

Para evitar la corosién en lgs cables no adheridos se

requieren las siguienies propledades de los
mawriaes de ecubrimienta:

1 Estar libre de gristas. y no ser ragil ni fluido
duranta el rango total de la temperatura
pravista {entre 209y 70°C}.

2 Estabiidad quimica durante la vida de i
esyuciura.

3. No reaccionar con jos materisles que kb

rodeen, tales como el concreto, cables.

Camizes 0 GuCIos.

No comoer & os cables a a log anclaes.

Adharente 3 ios cablas,

o

filtro y tectonica

Los materiales de recubrmento pueden &8
masbques biuminosos, asialbcos, {grasas. Ceras.
epdxicos o pldshcos.

Nota: Dentro del proyects, existen aonas donde los
cables €8 encuentran expuesios (eg decy, oonoe la
fosa 8 nlefumpe se creando diferentes tagalices).
Mo san preocupacion los problemas de ComOgon
debido a que los Iensores Conservan U
recubrimiento.  Como referencia se puede Gitar a
prueba documentada en el texts Diseto de kisas
postegsadas, pg. 78, donde vigas de concrets
prestorzado se expusieron al agua de mar.

Dichas vigas de 10 x 20 ¢m de seccidn ransversal y
100 cm de longitud, se pastensarcn con varillas de
presfuerzo no adhendas de 9.2 mm de démetro,
recubnéndose con mastique Hiumnoso da 1.00mm
de espesor. Se practco una abertura de 5 x 10 cm
en el centro de la viga a fin de exponer directamente
las varilas al medio ambiente; y el resullado de la
prlueba & los cinco afos mosind zusencia de
herfumbg conasva.

Juntas de constnuccién.

L3 ngmd maxima de una losa entre junias de
consruccien cebe limitarsa a 45m
aproximadamente, a8 n de reducir el efeclo del
acortamiento de la losa y evilar pérdidas excesivas
de prestuerzo por ficcdn. Cuanco la longitud excede
los renia meros, s cables s deben lensar de
ambos exremos.

Fusnle: Dmerlc gs ioass postersacdm IMGYC: Horege Eatons:
Wdaico. DF . 1969
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cuifero de san francisco es negado a la poblacion
shoque entre la ciudad y |la bahia

; de caracter artificial

La observacion es la capacidad de andlisis que 10d0
ser humano desarofla al verss expuesto a ks
diferentes estimulos del contexto que le rodea. Per
ser yna vivencia individual, la informacion «se ve
firtada a3 tawves de las experencias previas.
==l L y el . asl come las
condiciones culturales y sociales de cada persona,
creandd una imagen particular con la que uno se
identfica.

Dicha esencia es la materia prima del proceso
creative. A partir de esta, @s posible entablar un
didlogo con %o exsiente para proponer un nueve
vincuio, Una nueva conexon,

El pregenie andlisis buscd precisamente dicha meta:
crear un lazo entre dos naturalezas distntas, ko sdhido
y ‘o lquido; en la escaia urdana, arquilecidnica y
corporal.

Es asi como surge 1a playa urbana, lugar donde las
lexturas de la perra y las texiuras de la bahia se
encuenkan.

Por medio de ase esiucio de caso, fue posible
plantear a! imite urbane, no coma una barrera, sino
como una membeana, un elementd POroso, que
respirara y Siniara como zona de  mediacion entre
fas caractenstcas propias de la ciudad y el
dinamismo del agua.

De igual forma, el lograr replantear &l papel que
juegan los espacios posk-industriales en la trama
urbana actual y su posible fecuperaciin (entendida
como una feinterprelacién de sus caracleristicas y
relacionas}, buscd proponer un gspacic donde se
exploren sus peculiandades, pery a la vez satisfacer
el deseo innato de observar al cielo y comprender @l
tiempo. la percepexsn visual y el fitmo de las aguas.

Trascender al lugar, al migmo iempo al que se refiere
a éste. Es asi comoe la ciudad se comviena en un
artelacto histdrics y arqueokdoico,

Por ende. el fin de la tesis fue la creacin de
conexiones, conexones en el limite; bmite de lo
esitico y ko dinamico, limite de o nakral y ko
artificial. limite entre lo oculto y kb evidente:
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e e T t La vioa del hombre 52 ve directamente infuenciada

por la toma de_decisiones y el aprovechamiento de
tas oporturidados. A bavés de la unidn de estos dos
elementos vamos, poct a poco. conformando
NUESHTC UNVerso, NuesTs desinG,

Por esto mismo, considero que el haber tenido la
oponunidad ce haber realizado la propuesta de tesis
an la Universidad de California en Berkeley, ha sico
una de las expenencias que me ha hecho sentt mas
sansfeche

El hecho de encontrarse én un pals exvan@re. con
una cultura y lenguajes distintos. donde odo es
nuevo (y en cierta forma asombranie), le permiten a
uno crecer tanlo académica como persanalmenta
hablando.

En pocas palatras, esta expenencia me olorgd una
nueva perspectiva @ lravés de 'a cual, entender y
anglizar 0y congcimientos que uno ha adquindo en
&l ambito educacional a través del Gempo. Unc
revalora fo que significa su cullura, su familia, su
educaciin v su pais.y a ia vez confma el hecho que
los profesionistas de la UNAM nos encontramos en el
misme nivel que los mejeres del munde

Quisiera agradecer sinceramente el gran apoyo
brindagdo por la  Facullad de Amuitectura.
Oportunidades como estas son de suma importancia
en ¢l desarmolio personal y acacémicn de cuaiquier
inchviduo.

Comg uttma reflexion, esta experiencia en la que tuve
Ia fortuna de participar vino & reafimar en mi persona
el siguiente sentimiento: me siento orgulloso de ser
universitario.

A RArOIT S Sel e g e - 3 U sidant ¢ Calgrr s Bereesey Moyo 2000
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