UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL AUTONOMA DE MEXICO
'FACULTAD DE FILOSOFIA Y LETRAS

THE ANTISLAVERY NOVEL AND ITS INFLUENCE IN THE
EVOLUTION OF THE RACIAL DISCRIMINATION.

by,

Maria del Rosario Rivera Soler.

FiILOSOF)A
Y LETRAS

TESIS PROFESIONAL

presentada por la autora,-
para obtener el GRADO DE -
VAESTRA EN LETRAS INGLESAS

1EXICO, D.F.
1963.

Y ARTRAS



e e

Universidad Nacional - J ~  Biblioteca Central
Auténoma de México -

Direccion General de Bibliotecas de la UNAM
Swmie 1 Bpg L IR

UNAM - Direccion General de Bibliotecas
Tesis Digitales
Restricciones de uso

DERECHOS RESERVADQOS ©
PROHIBIDA SU REPRODUCCION TOTAL O PARCIAL

Todo el material contenido en esta tesis esta protegido por la Ley Federal
del Derecho de Autor (LFDA) de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos (México).

El uso de imagenes, fragmentos de videos, y demas material que sea
objeto de proteccion de los derechos de autor, serd exclusivamente para
fines educativos e informativos y debera citar la fuente donde la obtuvo
mencionando el autor o autores. Cualquier uso distinto como el lucro,
reproduccion, edicion o modificacion, sera perseguido y sancionado por el
respectivo titular de los Derechos de Autor.



TESIS CON FALLA DE ORIGEN



To my beloved parents,
with my gratitude for
their efforts in grow
ing me both spiritual

1y and physically. .

To my dear brothers

Ricardo and Fernando. & -




To Dra. Ma. de la Luz Grovas,
with gratefulness for her
intellectual guldance during
my career.

To all my Professors, who
helped me so much in my
studies.




INDEX

CHAPTER 1

HISTORICAL BACK. GROUND

Beginning Of Slavery « « ¢« « ¢ s o ¢ ¢ o o « o o o s o o 1
The Expansion TeNdeNCY « « o o « o o o < o o v o o s o o
About the Secession of Southern States « « « « o« « o o . 14
The CAVAL WAl e o o o o « o o % o o o o o o o o o oo o116
The Emancipation Proclamation « « « ¢ ¢ ¢ s ¢« o« ¢ o o o 20
CHAPTER II

Points of view about Northern and Southern novelists
portrayers of slave negro characters « ..o « o o o « o 22
CHAPTER III

HARRIET BEECHER STOWE « o o « o ¢ o e s o o o o o o o o 26
CHAPTER IV

UNCLE TOM'S CABIN

Good qualities of negro characters in the novel . . « . 32

Opinions sbout bad qualities of negro characters in
tl’bnovel'...........'........ 36

Opinions of the author about Blavery * o6 ©6 o o o o o oo 39
Woratthings;boutslavery............'o.. ""7

CHAPTER V

MY COMMENTARIES ON UNCLE'S TOM CABIN ABOUT RACIAL
PROERLEMS IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA « o o o o o oo [2

CHAPTER VI

ALBION WINEGAR TOURGEE « « o o o o o o o o o o o o o « Th
CHAPTER VII

A FOOL'S ERRAND

Points of view about slavery of the Fool and
other charactérs of thenovél « « = « + ¢« ¢« . » o 82

Civil Rights of Negro People during the
Reoonstmotion Period e ® 6 © @ © o 0 » o o o e @ 86

“



Abugses of the Confederates over Negroes . . . .

Scornful sentiments for white people who tried
to help for the enfranchisement of the Negro ..

Political ideas on Reconstruction « o« « « & o &
CHAPTER VIII

MY COMMENTARIES ON A FOOL'S ERRAND ABOUT THE
RACIAL PROBLEM IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CHAPTER IX
BINCLATRLEWIS ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ s o ¢ o ¢ s ¢ s o 0 o
CHAPTER X

KINGSBLOOD ROYAL

Prejudiq‘_es of white people towards negroes . .
Negro Feelings towards white people « « . « .
CHAPTER XI

MY COMMENTARIES ON KINGSBLOOD ROYAL ¢ o o+ o o o
BIBLIOGRAPHY o « o o o o o o o o o o i o o o o0

88

96
100

114

1nsg

124
48

153
157



CHAPTER I

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Beginning of Slavery.

As the discovgry of Ameﬁica by Colombus was accom
plished in the benefit of Spain, 1t was not till 1607 that
the first British settlement was founded in Virginia by the
London Company.

0f the thirteen original colonies only four were
Ipitiazed by trading companies, and the other seven were founded
ag proprietorships; for thils reason the land systems were simllar
to those of England, and so, in America, there were not any
kind of laborers.

The indentured servants, who were under contract for
a limited term of service, were sometimes artigans or persons
with professional training, and became easyly landowners, so
the labor supply.became a terrible problem for colonial farmers,
merchants, and manufacturers.

White servants were not enough for the necessities
of the colonies, and were replaced in Virginia and the Carolinas
by enslaved Africans. The first shipboat.of Negroes landed in
Virginia in 1619.

But, really, slavery was not important until the
American planters became convinced that slaves constituted the
best labor supply and were indeed cheaper than indentured

servants.
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The natural resources, land tenure, and labor supply,
made differences in the organization of economic life in
colonial America, dividing the land among farmers and planters.

In New England agriculture was practiced in small
farms, and its principal products were corn, oats, rye, barley,
cattle, sheep and horges; so they did not need a great-deal of
labor supply. Each farm was worked by a family.

The fertile valleys of the middle colonies were more
rewarding, and food products became a good exports trade; but,
any way, this part of the country was constituted also by
familiar farms.

On the contrary, the 8outhern colonies, from Maryland
to Georgia, became interested in the production of great staple
harvest, such as: tobacco, rice and indigo.

For this main reason slaves were necessary in the
Southern colonies, and as industry was made in the plantations
for domestic consumption, slavery became an institution, both
for labor and industrial work.

After Queen Anne's War and by the Treaty of Utrecht
(1713), the monopoly of the slave trade in Spanish America was
conferred to British merchants. After the peace of Paris (1763),
the British controlled the: territory from the Atlantic to the
Mississippi, and from the Artic to the Gulf of Mexico, with the
exception of New Orleans. This land was good for large
plantations. The West of the Mississippl was Spanish territory
on which British merchants had the monopoly of slave trade. So

both regions were proper to be developed by slave work.
H¥
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When the Independence of the English Colonies was
accomplished, the Philadelphib. Convention aproved the
Constitution on September 17. This Constitution was the basis
of legislation for the new nation. The struéture of Go¥ernment
was as follows: a President, to be named by a college of
electors, chosen as the legislatures of the various states
might decide; a COngresé of two houses, the lower composed of
~populgrl} elected representatives in proportion to the
population (including three-fifths of the slaves), and the
upper composed of two senators from each state, elected by the
state legislatures.

The first antislavery movement started with the
Ordinance of (178%). It provided for the perpetuation of
republican principles, obedience to the central government
and the forbidding of slavery (1). When the iiorthwestern
territory was opened to settiemsnt by the Ohio Company, it was
given the Ordinance of 1787, which created territorial govern-
ments, established the support of public e&ucation, the main -
tenance of religious freedom, and the exclusion of slavery,
confirming the former Ordinance which prohibited slavery.

THE EXPANSION TENDENCY.

By the Secret Treaty of San Ildefonso (1800), Spain
ceded to France the territory of Loulslana, and Jefferson's
first administration (in 1803) purchased New Orleans. On May
2, 1803, a Treaty was signed by which the United States of

(1) A History of the United States by Edward Channing. Vol.III,.
New York. The Macmillan Company. 1937 p. 6.
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America bought the Province of Louisiana. Later, West Florida
wvas claimed as a part of the boundaries of Louisiana. An
expedition up the Missouri River and the Valley of Columbia
made settlements,in the Oregon Country.

In October 1814, Massachussets Federalists called a
convention which recomendéd constitutional amendmentss a) To
omit glaves from the census on which representation was based.
b) To require a two thirds vote of Congress.in order to admit
new states, to impose commercial restrictions and to declare
var. ¢) To limit the President to a single term and prohibit
the election of two persons, one after another, of the same
state, for the Presidency.

The rapid growth in populat:[on of the Trans-Appal-
achian Region brought néw states into the Union. Kentucky
(1792), Tennesses (1796), Ohio (1803), amd Loulsisna (1812);
to these were added Indians (1816), Mississippi (1817), Illinois
(1818), and Alabama (1819). By 1820 this Western-bloc had
sixteen votes in a Senate of fourty-four, and forty-three
spokmen in the House of Representatives. Its influence in
politicé was very important.

When Missouri 'wanted to be admitted as a state, it
began a controveirsy between the free-labor farmers of the
Northern Mississippi Valley, and the slave-owning planters of
the Southern section.

As soon as the territory applied for admission to the
Union (1818), James Talmadge, of New York, proposed that the
nev state bs admitted with one conditith, that the further

o
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introduction of slaves be prohibited and that all children
born to slave parents must have their freedom, gilven by the
state, at the sge of twenty-five,

After the Talmadge amendment, the representatives
of the states in which slavery was legal, bégan to fight for
their right in taking their slaves into the nation's territory
beyond the Misslssippi, while the representatives of the free
states, in which gradual emancipafion by statute of constitution
al provision was in process, were determined to prevent
glavery from spreading.

The spokemen of the slave states sald that each
state sihould be free to enter in the Unlon with or without
glavery, as the new state desired.

Eventually the Missouri-Malne Matter took on the
form of the afimission of both states to the Union, without
conditions; but slavery should be forever prohibited in all
the remainder of the Loulslana Purchase, North of the parallel
thirty-six grade and thirty minutes of North latitude (2). So
¥alne entered lnto the Union as a free state, and Missourli as
an exception of the compromise, entered as a slave state.

Notwithstanding the fact that Texas was considered
with possibility of becoming a Republic, the United states
voted for annexatlon. The antislavery forces fought this

resdolution, because they accused Southern slaveholders of

planning the creatlon of several slave states out of Texas,

(2) A Eistory of the United States by Edward Channing. Volume
V. New York. The Macmillan Conupany. 1938. page 328.
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in order to insure Southern control in federai government.
This controvermy ended in a war with Mexico. The expansion
movement thought of occupyimg the whole Continent, as a
destiny of the Nation, and the slaveholders tried to have
territory suitable for the extension of the plantation economy.

After the war with Mexico, the Democratic party was
divided inte. "Hunkers" and "Barnburners". This last faction
was supporting antislavery principles and it was finally
called the Free-Soil Party opponent to the extension of slavery
into the territories.

Taylor's nomination was made with a narrow margin
in the electoral college, and both major parties were evading
carefully the question about the expansion of slavery.

Around 1830 the writers of the South were worried
with the defense of slavery, and one of the greatest Southern
novelists, yilliam Gilmore Simms wrote in order to have the
approvai of the slave-holding aristocracy of his region.

‘The economic development of the nation, since the
colonial dys, was based in slavery; so the controversy between
slavery and antislavery forces, that came out after the Mexican
War, had ancient roots. When the nation fought for its
independence, slavery was universal in English dmerica; but
after the United States entered in their new existence, as a
free country, the slave instifution seemed to decline,

Constitution and Congress permited the importation
of slaves for a period of twenty years, although many states
were taking legal action against involuntary servitude.
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In 1780, the Massachussets constitution abolished
slavery, and Pennylvania made provisioh for gradual
emancipation. The same policy was followed in ail Northeastern
states.

In 1787 the Northwegtern territory did not permit,
Slaves, and by the Northwest Ordinance, slavery was barred
from all the territories. New York in 1799 declared that all
children born to slaves should be free after a period of
apprenticeship.

The inyention of Eli Whitney of a machine to remove
seeds from cotton without injuring the fiber, made it profit-
able for the Southern planters to ralse cotton in coastal
plains and also in the uplands.

The profits that cotton yilelded and the large
extension of unculfivated land, where cotton could be grown,
brought a great demand of Negro dlaves to work in the cotton
plantations. The demand became greater by the opening of the

low land: of Louisiana to sugar cane growing.

As soon as slavery expanded, the system in
agriculture changed from small plantations to large ones,
with enforced labor.

The politielans of slave states defended their
position, ‘and tried to justify slavery with historical and
seriptural facts; they sald in general that this institutlon
had great economic advantages, and finally they argued that
slavery gave social benefits to the dominant white population.

i
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The Southern apologlsts of slavery had supporters
m the free states, specially when these were in buelness with
Southern trade. But the real sentiment in the North was for
human freedom.

Meanwhile the antislavery socleties carried their
work in a moderate spirit, their leaders found 1t possible to,
organize new societles in the slave atates; but in 1831 the
*Garrisonian Group' published in "The Liherator" a demand for
immedidte abolition of slavery, without ahy compensation to
the slave owners. They were so rigorous in theilr language,
that they aroused resentment even in the free states,

This publication benefited the slave astates, because
it became a pretext for their insistance upon legal and
constitutional rights for the elaveholders. Abolitionlsts wetre
charged by gSoutherners as conspilrators for servile lnsurrection,
when the Nat Turner rebellion broke out in Virginia in 1831.

gSouthern Congressmen asked the House of Representat-
ives to order the destruction of abolitionist material
distributed by mall, pnd to refuse any kind of antlslavery
petitions.

The solution given in the Mlssowri compromlse, by
which a political balance was made possible, between the two
gections of the country, was maintalned with the annexation
of Orégon and Texas; but it was broken by the }Mexlecan
annexation and the rapid settlement of California. At the
same time the Free 801l Party was trying to make oppositlon
to slavery in the territories. For these reasons great

i
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controversies abont élavery siartsd whenever a new terrﬂ;ory
applied for admission in the Union.

_David Wilmont, a Northern Democrat, obtained a
resolution to the effect that slavery bho;:ld be barred from
any territory acquired from Mexico (1846).

As soon as California drafted a constitution and
applied for admission into the Union as a free state, the
disunion became hard. Various solutions over the slavery
question were proposed, as follows: a) That the Missouri
compromise line of California be extended to the Pacific; but
this demand cut the state in two parts. b) That Congress leave
the matter to the decision of the Federal Courts, and that any
decision regarding slavery bs left to the people of the
territory, when they should be ready for admittance as a state.
This last proposition was only a deceatful attitude of the
partisans of slavery, because in presenting it, they intended
to hide their true intention of keeping slavery in any new
state, as they moved white people to the territories which
applied for admittance in the Union, as slave states. c¢) They
demanded at the same time that the slaveholders be protected
by law in their holding of slaves, in the territories which
prohibited slavery.

The provisions given to the Senate by Henry Clay in
1850, became known as the compromise of 1850 and they were:
_a) California was to be admitted as a free state. b) The slave
trade, but not slavery, was to be abolished in the District of
Columbia. ¢) Congress was to enact a more érfeqtive fugitive

¥
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slave law. d) Territorial govemmeni:e were to be established
in New Mexico amd Utah, with the provision that, either might
be admitted to the Union wi:th' or without slavery, as they
might determine,

Politicians of North and South urged that the
compromise be the final settlement of the glavery question,.

About:' the fugitive slave law, Northern citizens re
solved that they would not obey 1t, because 1t was also applied
%o those slaves who had fled years before from their masters,
-and because .rederéiofrioials' may ébmpel apy’ citizen to arrest
and return fugitives to the Southern masters; at last the
state passed personal liberty laws, that prohibited the use of
local jalls for the imprisohment of fugitives. SBoutherners
became indignant toward Northerners and accused them of intend
ing to.violate the Goml:;romise.'

The Wissourl planters demanded that the territory
west of theifls, became open to settlement, without any
restrictions referring to al‘avo;ry.

In 1856 the Republican Party had its first convan
tion, and its cardinal prineiple wasi Opposition to the exten
sion of slavery anywhere in the territories of the United
States.

In the legislation of 1854 there was the principle
of popular govereignity, and soon it was brought to tést in
Kansas. The antislavery and the proslavery forces sent their
representatives into Kansas, the later, using fraudulent methods,
elected a majority of the territorisl legislature (1855) and
established a government. at Shawnee Mission; the Free-8o0il men

12
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held a conventlon at Topeka and signed a free-staté constitution,
But the Plerce administration supported the Shawnee Government.

The Kansae fighting was at its c¢limax in 1856, when
the new Republican Party made its appeal to the country; it
vigorously denounced the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, and the
Democratic policy in Kansas. As the membershlp was confined to
the North, and the organization was not put to the test, the
candidate of the Republican Party receive only lll votes
against 174 for Buchanan, the successful Democrat.

President Buchanan had promised to restore order in
Kansas and give the settlers the opportunity to express their
opinion about slavery. Nevertheless, he accepted the Lecompton
Congtitution, that was drawn by proslavery men. It was in such
fashion that the settlers could only vote on the queation of
further admission of slaves; 80, slave property was safeguarded
by the constitution.

The tendency towards disunion was accelerated by the
emergence of the Republican Party as the major opponent of . the
Democratic Party. The different economic systems and divergent
soclal attltudes, spolled any effort of conciliation or
compromise.

Trying to settle the slavery controvery by Jjudicial
declislon, the Supreme Court increased the hostile feeling
between the two sectlons.

Dred Scott, a slave that lived in Missourl, was taken
by his master to the free state of Illinois, and later to the
Xorthern part of the Loulslana Purchase, where slavery was

HH
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forbidden Sy the Missouri Compromise. Scott sued for his free-
‘dom and the case finally reached the Supreme Court. The major
opinion was that no Negro -could be citizen of the United
8tates, so Scott could not bring any appeal to the Federal
Courts. Much more important was the obiterdictum in which the
Court announced that Congress had no right to prohibit slav;ry
in the territories, and that the Missouri Compromise had been
null and void from the day of its enactment.

‘With this decision the South saw its interests
protected by constitutional gunarantees in svery part of the
national territories.

On the contrary, the Republican Party was demanding
congressional legislation against slavery in the territorias,
and took a defensive position.

The Supreme Court decision on the Dred Scott case
determined the celebrated debates between Abraham Lincolnapd
Stephen A. Douglas.

The Northern Democrats accepted as good the decision
in the Dred Scott matter when they followed Douglas. Also they
accepted his pogition on the prineciple of popular sovereimﬁy
in the Trial of Kansasj so even some Republicans supported and
urged for his re-election to the 8enate of Illinois,

Abraham Lincoln. emerged as a powerfull leader of the
Republicans and as he was convinced of the fact that the
Douglas policy hurt more the Republican principles than the
demands of the extremist Southerners, Lincoln accepted his
nomination for the Senate against Douglas, and brought hils

e
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opponent to debate.

Lincoln at Freeport compelled Douglss: to admit that
the people of a territory might exclude slavery, over the Dred:
Soott decision. The demooratic leader explained that - slavery
might be legal in a territory, but it could not exist where'
people failgd to enact :legisla,tion friendly to it.

Such an explanation demonstrates that Douglas and the
southerners were completely ln accordance and preténded a total
protection for their institution.

The debates with Douglas made Lincoln a notorious
speaker of the Republicans and his friends organized a campaign
that brought him the presidencial nomination in 1860.

John Brown, slave conductor of a raid, vho was hanged
on December the 2nd, 1859, gave to many Southerners the pos-
sibility of accussing abolitionlsts of inciting slaves to murder
women and children, as consequence of the principles of the
Republican Party.

The Presidencial election of 1860 gave the triumph to
a party that had almost a1l its votes in the North,

The Democrats had a disunion caused by the refusal of
the Democratlic Convention to accept a proslavery platform,

The Republican Party nominated Abraham Lincoln and
gave up 1ts hostility to slavery in the territories. Although
Lincoln received a large majority in the electoral college, he
had only 40 per cent of the popular votes.

Ai"t.er the election of Abrgham Lincoln, South Carolina
and six states of-the iowei* South left the Union and organized
the'Confederate States of America. This movement, that was

oo d
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opposed by some Southerners, gained strength, speciallj in the
cotton belt states.

Southern leaders were alarmed by the evidence that
their section was laosing power in the federal affairs. The
political balance was destroyed by the entrance in the Uhiog,
of the free states of California, Minnesota and Oregon and~ény
expansion for the South seemed to be closed.

The secessionists charged the North with acts that
infringed -the constitutional rights of the slave states, such
as: a) The approval of personal liberty acts. b) The abolitiopn
ist propaganda. c) The activitieé of the undergrown railrbad
in the Northern Statea.d) The formation of a political party
hostile to the basic Southern institution, slavery.

ABOUT THE SECESSION OF SOUTHERN STATES.

‘The advantages that extremist Southerners argued
were that as soon as their section left the Union they would
have direct and unhempered trade with Europe. Discriminatory
taxes and tariffs could be abolished. The African slave trade
could be revived and the cost of labor lowered. And as they
had not any help from the North, necessity would compel the
development of manufacturing, banking and commerce to meet the
needs of an independent South.

-The Northern reaction towards secession was confuse,
but abolitionists were glad,ibecause it seemed that slavery,
as a nefarious institution, would disappear from the Union.

President Buchanan maintained there was no constitut
ional rights that permit secession, but also he denied that

the Federal Government had any power to compel the states#;g
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obey the laws of the Union. As in his cabinet the Southern
influence was great he did not enforce the laws in the seceded
states.

Numerous solutions for reconciliation were given,
but the essence of th? plan advocated by Senator J.J.Crittenden
of Kentucky was contained in five permanent amendments to the
Constitutions a) Protecting slavery 1q the states where it was
legal. b) Sanctioning the domestic slave trade. c) Guaranteeing
payment by the United States for escaped slaves. d) Forbidding
Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia without
the consent of Virginia and Maryland. e) Reviving the Missouri
Compromise Line.

The Republicans, with Lincoln's insistance, refused
to sign such compromise, that permitted the extension of
slavery into any territory of the Unlon.

The policy of Lincoln was determined by his desire
of uniting the sentiment of the North to the public
administration, he also believed that some of the slave states
would remain loyal to the Union Government, and he refused to
permit secession that would disrupt the Union.

Lincoln was determined to hold Forts Sumter and
Piciens, but he heditated to take any action which might be
interpreted in the border slave states as a new agression
towards the Confederacy.

When Lincoln decided to send provisions to Major
Anderson and the troops in Fort Sumter, the Confederate
Authorities thought that the proper time had arrived to move

HH
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$he Federal troops from Charleston harbor. With the bombardment
of Fort Sumter (April 12-13, 1861), ended Lincoln's hesitation,
and the Confederacy was organized, so the war began.

THE CIVIL WAR.

On April 15, 1861, Lincoln issued a proclamation,
calling upon the gowernors of the loyal states for 75,000
militians to serve for three months. |

The loyalty of the border states to the Union was
tested after the appeal toams which followed the bombardment
of Fort Sumter. Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina and
Iennesseé seceded. The capitdl of the Confederate states was
moved from Montgomery to Richmond.

In Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky and Missouri the
unionist sentiment was strong enough to prevent secession.

The Northern superiority waé great in manpower and
resources. Of the total population in the Confederacy 8,700.000
3.500,000 were slaves. Meanwhile the North had a population of
22,700,000.

Also the North had a great advantage in transportatio:
facilities, industrial establishments, liquid capital and food-
stufs.

On the contrary the South had only cotton exportation,
but any way, they had great number of volunteers, though the
war had a.defensive character.

The pringipal objetives of the Northern leaders were:
The capture of Richmond, Capital of the Confederate states.

The control of the Mississippi River and the effectlive
blockade of the ports of the Confederacy.
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In April 1861, President Lincoln proclaimed a blockade
from South €arolina.to Florida, with this blockade started the
attempt to starve the Confederacy into submission.

When the hostilities began the South had no navy, not
even merchant vessels fro(m which a navy could be improvised. The
North, on the contrary, had many squadrons and these were
increased constantly. At the end of 1862 the Federal navy control
ed almost all the ports with the exception of Wilmington,
Charleston and Mobile.

The pressure of the Northern ships slowly starved the
South. Rations were reduced; clothing, shoes and medicines were
lacking, snd the transportation gystem was broken,

During the early years of the war, the defensive
strategy of the Southern Commanders, stopped any attempt of
the Federal troops to také the Confederate Capital.

Northern forces began an advance on Richmond, the
Confederate Capital, but they were defeated at the First Battle
of Bull Run (July 1861), salthough the Southerners falled in
following up thils victory. After this battle both bellligerents
saw the necesslty of more adequate preparation.

The Federal Government was succeseful in 1ts efforts
to secure the ocontrol of the Mississippi. In 1862 General Grant
advanced agalnst the Confederate defenses on the rivers
fPennessee and Cumberland.

With the asslistance of river gunboats commsnder
Foote captured Fort Henry on the Tennessee and later Fort
Donelson on the Cumberland, and lately he withstood a rigorous

Confederate attack at Shiloh (April 6-7, 1862), vhere he
=
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battle Commander Jackson eof the Southern forces was killed.

Finally in the summer of 1863, Lee had planned an
invasion t;f.the North, he advanced through Maryland into
Pennsylvannia, but he was defeated by the Army of the Potomac
under Gaorge G. Meade, in one of.the .dec‘ieive battles of the
war, at Gettysburg (July, 1863); with this disastrous battle
for the South ended tlhe Northern campalgn of Lee.

The South .was split by Grant's capture of Vicksburg
(July 4, 1863), Rosencranz'e sélizure of Tennessee, and Banks
victories in Loulsiana; although in September the Confederate
won the bloody battlé of (hickamauga.

After the campalgns of Gettysburg and Vicksburg,
the South fought but vainly to prevent the colapse of the
Confederacy.

In the autumm of 1863 Grant, Sherman, Sheridan and
Thomas cooperated to win the battles of Lookout Mountain and
Missionary Ridge. In 186l Grant became commander-in-chief of
the Union forces, when the &rmy of the Potomac was given in
commandment to him. General Ulyses 8. Grant advanced towards
Richmond in the famous campaign of the Wilderness, and he
continued in command desplite tremendous losses in the Battle
of the Wilderness (May, 1864).

Sherman began his éa.mpalg'n of -Georgla and he captured
Atlanta on September 3, 186l4; he marched across @Georgia to
Savaennah where he entered on December 20, 1864, and a desvasting
merch to the sea ended.

Meanwhile Thomas attacked and moved out the €onfedératee

trom Tennessee; the Southern cruisier Alabama was defeated by
i
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suffered severe losaés.

Several weeks later Officer David G. Farragut, com-
manding seventeen ships, secured the control of New Orleans,
that was captured on May, 1862. After this battle the
Confederates were in possession of the river between Vicksburg
and Port Hudson.

The command of the Army of the Potomac was given to
George B. McClellan, who decided to advance on Rigchmond by
Fortress Monroe and the peninsula between the York and James
Rivers, Cautiously he went from Yorktown to White House and
then to Falr Oaks, and afterwards he moved towards Richmond,
vhere he waited for reinforcement, but it was in vain, because
Stonewall Jackson prevented McDowell from joining McClellans
Lee's troops met McClellan at Malvern Hill, where the Northern
suffered a great failure in the Seven Days' Battles (June-July,
1862), so McClellan decided that his position was untenable
and he abandoned the campaign. Aft{er the Peninsular Campaign
McClellan was removed from command, but after Pope suffered a
disastrous defeat in the Second Battle of Bull Run (August 30,
1862) , where confederate troops under the commandrient of Jack-
son and Lee were again victorious; McClellan was recalled to
stop the invasion of the North by Lee's troops. Both armies
met at Antientam (September 17, 1862), and there Lee was compel
ed to retreat.

General A.E.Burnside was defeated by Lee at Fredericks
burg (December 13, 1862), wien he was advancing on Richmond.
At Chancelorsville (May, 1863), Burnside's succesor was defeat-

ed, Hooker, on a new advance on Richmond was s topped, in this
Uee s
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the Kearsarge and the Confederacy was obviously doomed at sea
and on land,

The powerful atracks of Grant on the Confederates
brought him victory in the spring of 1865, when Lee surrendered
his army at Appomattox Cout House on April 9, 1865, and with
Johnston's surrender to Sherman ended the armed resistance of
the Confederacy.

A few days later Lincoln was assassinated and the
settlement of the effects of the war, the reconstruction, fell
into other hands.

Those who died as a result of the war included
359,528 Union soldiers and 164,981 Confederates.

THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION.,

Although Lincoln's administration said that war began
in ordelf to preserve the Unim the abolition of slavery was
included in the list of war aims.

Lincoln's program concerning slavery was based upon
gradual emancipation, but finally he came to the conclusion
that freelng slaves nﬂ.ght be used as a punishment for the
Confederacy. After the battle of Antlentam he announced that
from January the first, 1863, slaves would be forever free,
this proclamation gave to the Northern cause, favorable results
in Europe, specially in Great Britain.

In December 1863 a resolution for an Amendment to the
Constitution prohibiting slavery in the United States was
recelved in the House of Representatives, but it was ratified
till December 1865 when abolition of slavery was made legal.

i
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It is in the Thirteen Amendment of the Congtitution
in which the slavery Qusstion ias finally given up and sayss:

Sectional. Neither Slavery nor involuntary servitude,
except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted, shall exist within the'United States, ox
any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation. (3)

TUnited States Government Organization Manual 1961-62. Revised
as of June 1, 1961. Office of the Federal Register National

Archives and records service. General s ervices administration.
Washington 25, D.C. page 13.
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CHAPTER II

Points of view about Northern and Southern Novelists

portrayers of slave negro Characters.

The novel, as the Encyclope-d.ia Britannica defines 1t,
"is the name given in literature to a sustained story which is
not historically true, but might very easily be so".

In acocordance with this definition, we might accept
the antislavery nove_l as the portrait of a historial period,

in which the white people did not accept negroes as human
beings, but only as animals that worked for the privileged
class, represented by the owners of the ‘plantations.

‘Notwithstanding that the Northern population fought
in order that the South gave freedom to the negro slaves, they
did not accept them to work freely in their factories. Really
it may be considered that they feared miscegenation.

On the contrary 1t was very frequent in the Southern
plantations, notwithstanding that Southern people accepted
miscegenation; but did not accept the sons born of white man
aﬁ n&gro ‘woman as free people. They did hot recognize the
white blood they might have, in order to give them freedom,
but considering them as born of slaves, they rempined slaves.
In our days the attitude of considering the son of white and
negro as negro prevalls still both in North and South.

The antislavery societies that appeared before 1830,
preached gradual emancipation in the Southern States, but it
wag till "The Liberator’ appeared when really the antislavery

‘movement became strong enough to ask for the immediate freem
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of the negro slaves.

During the period 1830-60, the Southern writers were
not able to write effectively against the thesis presented by
Uncle Tom's Cabbin, which appeared in 1852. There was no South
ern writer or school of writers capable of making this defense.

Southern novelists presented the negro slaves as 1.r,
they were happy with slave life. They portraited them loyal
to their masters during the Civil War; sagaclous, with the
wisdom of a content peasant; carefree; confident in their
security under the plantation system and in sympathy with the
Confederates.

The negro, in the Southern point of view, never forgot
his "place®, That guaranteed him the appreciation of his magter.

We might consider that the antislavery novelists were
not historiens but merely partisans of this movement. It is
sald that President Lincoln greeted Harriet Beecher Stowe with
the words "So you'fe the little woman who made the book that
mede this great war'. He was speaking as a politician who had
learned by experience to respect the power of the pen. (L)

%The Liberator®, that William Lloyd Garrison began to
publish, was the mein abolitionist publication that appeared.
It was so vigorous in its language that 1t aroused resentment

everywhere., Its demands brought the first antislavery novel,

(4) Literary History of the United States.- Reviged Edition in
one volume.- The MacMillan Company.- New York 1960.- Page 563.
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vhich appegr_ed 4n 1836. (5).

The abolitionist novel contents was a standard
version of negro nobility; in'othsr words,: 1t was a lament
against slavery, rather thran a presentation of negro character.

Dur:ng the Civil War, fiction presented negro
characters in :general, as a mass, not as human beings with
1ndiv1dﬁql traits. This gttitude does not seem to be uncons-
cious. White authors have not tried to understand individual
slave characters or to awake in their readers a real sense of
identification with them. The novelists have shaped the negro
men and women they describe, to symbolige thelr own philosophies
of race relations.

The negro of the Civil War novel is a personification
of each writer's conception, of what he ought to have been
acecording to the novelist's mind. Since then negro ‘people has
not been conslidered -as a part of the amerl can society.

Inadecuate characterization of slaves in Civil War
novels is a common fact. The negro is rarely a central figure,
he only appears near the white heroes and heroines, to whom
space and interest 1s given. The types have sometimes become
caricatures. They scape rarely the world of abstragtion.

-Modificatlons offthase slave portraits started as

soon as the'types were common in war fiction. The idealized

(5) The Oxford companion to American Literature.- James David
Hart.- Hildreth Richard 1807-65 Massachusetts historian,
author and jnrist& whose most famous work s a "History of
the United States". His novel, "The Slaw or, lMemories of
Archy Moore (1836), enjoyed great popularity and it is
sald to have peen the first antislavery novel. It 1s a
romantic recital of the adventures of an octoroonslave, who
scapes from a Virginia plantation and eventually becomes
the commander of a British privateer in the war of 1812,
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negro, either abolitionist or Confederate, was simply too géod
to be true. (6).

"The Civil War novels do not interpret slave minds and
slave ambitions. Negro characters have remained, lacking
necessary elements of individualism. Negro life has been
nortrayed in early:northern novels of war; after that, the
story of the Southern servants was reduced to sub-plots in
novels about white men and women.

Northerners depended heavily on their version of the
war as an antislavery crusade; but as slavery had remained as
a relic of barbarism, its elimination was sure, with or with-
out the war,

Southerners evolved during a generation, from 1830
%o 1865; their thinking changed approaching Northern ideals.

Northerners and Southerners agree that slavery was
finished before the war had put and end to it.

Southerners abandoned much of the logic by which
their fathers had justified the institution.

Any way, many Southerners had fred their slaves before

the spirit of profeséional freedom had startedycoming from the
North.

(6) Fiction fights the Civil War.- Robert A, Lively.- The
University of North Carolina. Press 1957.- Page 53.
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Chapter III
HARRIET BEECHER SOTWE.

-Harriet Beecher was born in Litchfield, Connecticut,
June the 14th, 1811. As her father was a Minister of the First
Congregational Church in that city, she was raised in an
intellectual home; ghe grew up in an atmosphere of discussion,
learning and debate; ,she graduated in the Hartford Femsale
Seminary, and later she taught in this college.

In 1826 her father moved to Boston and six years
later the family moved to Cinoinnati, Ohio, where Harriet lived
during the next eighteen years. By this time the controversy
on slavery was intensified. In 1836 the printing offices of
James G. Birney's periodical "Cincinnati Philanthropist®, an
antiglavery paper, were plundered and Birney driven. out of
town.

Meanwhile Cincinnatl had become a big city, favorable
refuge for the runaway slaves from Kentucky, across the Ohio
River; and some of the Beechers themselves were involved in
the activitlies of the underground railroad.

In 1836 Harriet Beecher married Calvin E. Stowe, who
was a Professor of Biblical Literature at Lane, It 1s t1ll 1850,
that Professor Stowe recelved an appointment to Bowdoln College
and then the Stowe famlly moved to Brunswick, Maine. There
Harriet wrote Uncle Tom's Cabin, out of the impressions she had
of one trip to Kentucky twenty years before and of her
Cinecinnati years.

The Stowes arrived to Brunswiock, Maine, at the open-

4
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ing of ‘the more bitter period of the antislavery argument,
the approval of the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850, that raised
great anger through‘ New England. In a visit she made to her
home, her brother Edward said to her after a discussion about
this Law: "™Now, Hattle, if I could just use the pen as you
ocan, I would write something that would make this nation feel
vhat an accursed thing slavery 1s®.

¥e may explain the appearance of Uncle Tom's Cabin,
as Harrlet's desire of showing the faults and injustices of
slavery, through avents in her personal life, that made her
partidularly gensltive to the tales of suffering and inhumanity
started or accused by the Fugitive Slave Law.

It must beé sald that after the birth of her
seventh and last child she became weak, and she was still
completely desmoralized, because of the loss of her little
boy Charley, less than a year before in the Cincinnati's
Cholera epidemic. In a letter menticned in "The Life and
Letters of Harriet Beecher Stowe®, she sald: ...."it was at
his dying bed and at his grave...." ....%that I learned, what
a poor slave mother may feel when her child is torn away from
her®......(7). Certainly the memory of Charley Stowe's death
lies beneath the theme of mother love and separetion, which
rmuns through the novel. She can describe with reality, the
fears of Eliza for little Harry, or the angulsh of Marie's
01d Mammy, Prue and Cassy, over their lost children, because

she knew what it was, from her own grief.

(7) Flelds Annie, ed. New York: Cambridge Book Co. 1397.
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Probhbly Mrs. S8towe conceived the 1dea of writing
an antislavery novel late in '1850. She feared to have no
success, the theme for such a novel being an unpopular subject.
Nevertheless, she wrote to Gamaliel Ba.i;ey, then editor of
THE NATIONAL ERA, an antlslavery newspaper published by the
American and Forelign Antiglavery Soclety in Washington. He
had edited a similar paper in Cincinnati during the Beecher's
residence there.

She intended to write, she told to Balley'"s series
of Sketches which give the lights and shadows of the Paternal
Institution, written either from observatlion, incidents which
have ocoured in the sphere of my personal knowledge, or in
the knowledge of my friends. I shall ghow the best side of

the thing, and something approaching the -worst". Balley
replied, -accepting her offer, and she sent him the first
installment of Uncle Tom's Cabin or, The Man that was a Tl:itng
(the subtitle was changed before publication to "Life Among
the Lowly® in April 1851. This appeared in The National Era
of June the 5th, and the final installment on April the 1st.
1852. Balley pald to Mrs. Stowe three hundred dollars for
the entire serles.

. While the novel was gppearing in serles in The
Natlonal Era, a publisher of Boston, John P. Jewett, wrote to
Mrs. Stowe, asking for her agreement to publish it, in book
form, and it appeared in tvwo volumes on March the 20th, 1852.

It was 80 successful a book, that before 1860 there
were thirty different verslons in British editions and

224
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translations into French and twenty three other languages.

In 1853 Harriet Beecher ﬁtore visited Europe, in a
triumphant tour.

The oplnions about the novel in America were in both
extremes. The reaction of the South was explosive, about
thirty books against her novel appeared in very few years, and
almost all condemning Mrs. Stowe's points of view on glavery,
as exaggerated or wnjust.

Mrs. 8towve was surpireed and hurt by the violence
of gome attacks on her book, so she sald many times, she never
thoughi.: that her novel would provoke so much anger and discord.

But whatever her intentions were, she had written
something destined to become a powerful instrument against
slavery. Thomas Nelson Page, the Southern famous writer, sald
of her book that it contributed more than anything else to
‘the abolition of slavery, in that generation.

Her novel wae not a fantasy: to write it she used
papers and documents, and also, the gonversationa she had with
famous fuélt:lve slaves and people of her tamily, which were in
direct oontact with the problem. For instance the chapter
about Ellza's escape across the ice was taken from a newspaper,
telling of an incident ocoured near Cincinnati. The help that
the fugitive slaves received from the quakers, related in the
novel, was baped on a slave escape which involved her father
and brother.

It must.be sald that the appearance of her novel
gave to the antislavery movement a moral weapon, and to

proslavery forces a visible enemy. In any way Uncle Tom's

#H
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Cabin provided both North and South with the arguments and
gymbols they needed.

"In the Preface of her novel she said, they had not
understood a race that was considered nearer the animal than
the human being, and ignored by political associatione and
by refined socioty% and whose character was completely
different to the hard and dominant Anglo Saxon race.

In her sketches she tried to awaken sympathy and
good feelings for the.l Africen race, as it exited among them;

and to show the wrongs, so necessarily oruel and unjust under

& corrupted system such as slavery. ‘

‘In Northern States, she sald in the preface of the
novel, these sketches may be thought caricatures, and perhaps
they did not know that in the Southern States there are
witnesses who know their fidelity, because they had been
written from personal knowledge of the .suthor and about true
incidents, such as are related in the novel.

she wrote in 1853 a "Key to Uncle Tom's Cabin® as
a defense of her first book. After her trip to Europe, she
‘wrote "Sunny memories of f‘oreign Lands", in 1854 and "Dred*,
in 1856, a tale of fugitive slaves. But not any one of them
had the popularity of her first novel.

After her husband retired from teaching in 1864, she
produced twenty six books more, local color stories about
New England; two books.on women' g rights; a defense of Lady
Byron, and a book of sketches about Florida. Calvin Stowe died
in 1886.

4
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During these ten years of her life, Harriet
Beecher Stowe lived quietly in retirement; she sald in one
of her last letters: "I have written all my words and
thought all my thoughte®. She died at Hartford in 1896.



Chapter IV
UNCLE TOM'S CABIN
1.- Good qualitjes of negro charaoters in the novel
Fron the beginning of the novel the author
atributes to the principal character in 1t, suoh good qualities

.that perhaps they must be considered a little exaggerated. Mr.
ghelby, his Master, presents a good portrait of a very unocommon
man, even among people well raised. He says to the trader:
"Pom. 1s an uncommon fellow; steady, honest, capable, manages
my vhole farm like a clock®. Later he repeats eimilar
expressions, s aying that he 1s also a pious fellow; ¥Ilve
trusted him, since then, with everything I have, -money, house,
horses, - and let him come and go round the country; and I
alvays found him true and square in eq;prythingl. ('8).

In later pages Hm_iet' introducees another negro
character, not so good as Tom, but he has also good manners
and qualities. In contrast, she desoribes the master ofthis
young slave as an envious man, who does not permit his slave
to be better than he: "He was walted upon over the raotory,
shown the machinery by George, who, in high spirits, talked
g0 fluently, held himself so erect, looked so handsome and
manly, that his master began to feel an uneasy consciousness
of inferiority. (9).

In thig situation the master puts the slave back
to labor work, in order to make of him an animal or a thing,
.while George rebels without words: "George was taken home,

(&) Uncle Tom's Cabin.- Washington Square Press, Inc.-New York
1963. Page 2.
(9) ibaa. p. 12.
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end put to the meaneast drudgery of the farm. He had been able
tn repress every dlsrespectful word; dbut the flashing eye, the
gloomy and troubled brow, were part of a natural language that
could not be repressed, indublitable signs, which showed too
plainly that the man ocould not become a thing". (10)

The author desoribes the negro thoughts about the
superiority of the dﬁite race, considering that the white
people must not work in servile tasks. "Now, Missls, do Jist
look at dem beautiful white hands o!yourn, with long fingers,
and all a sparkling with rings, like my white lilies when de
dew's on'em; and look at my éreat black stumpin' hands. Now,
don't ye think dat de Lord must have meant me to make de ple-
cerust, and you to stay in de parlor? (11)

When Uncle Tom knows he was going to be sold, with
a feeling of gratitude and loyalty to his master, he refuses
to escape with Eliza, the mother of the little negro who was
going to be sold with Uncle Tom, in order to save the master's
property. Moreover, he does not blame his master for his
decision "Mas'r alwayg found me on the spot-he always will. I
never have broke trust, nor used my pass no ways contrary to
my word, and I nver will. It's better for me glone to go, than
to break up the place and sell all. Mas'r an't to blame" (12)

The author considers that the negro race is a.

sensitive one, that loves 1ts masters and the house they live

(10) Ibid. p. 13.

11) Ibid. p. 25.
((12) Ivbid. %. ?9-140



in; so0 they suffer a great deal when they are sold, and the
nev master moves them to another place.

I oonsider any human being has these feelings,
and that they are not exclusive of the negro race. Thinking
of negro people as human, they must have these feelings
toward the house and the land where they wers born: "In order
to appreciate the sufferings of the Negroes sold South, it
must be remembered that all the instinctive affections of
that race are pecullarly strong. Their local attachments are
very ablding. They are not naturally daring and enterprising
but home-loving and affectionate." (13)

¥e must ooneider that, as they grew in ignorance
and they heard of the terrible treatment the plamters give
their slaves, any one who 1s sold, to go to the South suffers
it as punishment. "Add to this all the terrors with which
Agnorance invests the unknown, and add to this, again, that
selling to the South 1s set before the Negro from childhood
as the last severity of punishment. The threat that terrifies
more than whipping or torture of any kind is the threat of
being sent down river." (1l)

Sometimes the slave prefers to gamble life and
try to escape. Also they were declded to kill themselves
before to return to slavery. "Mr. Wilson, I know all this,
sald George. I 4o run a risk, but- he threw open his overcoat,

(37) Bid- e 1
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and showed two pistols and a bowie-knife. There! he aaid, I'm
ready for '‘em!. Down Bouth I never will go. No! if it comes
to that, I can earn myself at least six feet of free soil, -
the first and last I shall even own in Kentucky! (15)

The author desoribes the Misslssippl river as ,
the way by which the slave trade was made.  The river had in
its bossom all the tears and sufferings of the slaves that
weré moved to the South. ¥,..The tears of the oppressed, the
slghs of the helpless, the bitter prayers of poor, ignorant
hearts to an unknown God". (16)

In Tom's character,.the description of his liking
for good life is present in the following words *The Negro,
i1t must be remembered, is an exotliu of the moat.gorgeous and
superb countries of the world, and he has_, deep in his heart,
& passion for all that is splendid, rich, and fanciful; a
passion which, rudely indulged by sn untrained taste, draws
on them the ridicule of the colder and more correct white
race." (17)

Also Tom 1s desoribed as a childish character,
with an artistic touch: "Then, too, he was in a beautiful
place, a consideration to which his sensitive race are never
indifferent; and he did enjoy with a quiet Joy the birds, the
Tlowers, the fountains, the perfume, and light and beauty of
the court, the silken hangings, and pilctures, and lustres, and
statuettes, and gllding, that made the parlors within a kind

I'bid. p.1Ub

Ibid. p.113
7)Ibid. p.167
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of Aladdin's palace to him®. (18)

Tom 1s presented as belng so honest, that he
becomes a mith: "Tom had every facility and temptdation to
dighonesty; and nothing but an. impregnable simpliclty of
nature, strengthened by Christian faith, could have kept him
from 1t.® (19)

As the slaves were not educated, nor had anything
they might call their own, -they grev in a state of unconsclous
ness, as if they were children. Even they do not dlstinguish
between themselves and their masters. The slave-owners under-
stood that situation, but they 414 not anything to correct it:
®As to honesty, the slave is kept in that dependent semi-
childish state, that there 1s no making him realize the rights
of property, or feel that his master's goods are not his own,
if he can get them. For my part, I don't see how they can be
honest. Such a fellow as Tom, here, is-is a moral miracle! (20)

As I have said before, Tom is described as so
honest and so loyal a fellow to his Master, whoever he might
be, that even with his own life in danger, he stays to help
other slaves. "No, said Tom; time was when I would, but the
Lord's given me a work among these yer poor souls, and I'll
stay with'em and bear my oross with'em t1ll the end®. (21)

2.- Opinions ebout bad qualities of Negro

characters in the novel.

At the same time that the author exalts the good
qualities of the slaves, these are denied by the obscure
characters of the plot. The slave-trader must deny them,
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because it 18 part of his:bargain: "You mean honest, as
'niggers go, sald Haley®. (22)

The slave-trader also made jokes at the sufferings
of the slaves sold to him, and tried to profit as much as
possible in any bargain. "Now, I've been laughed at for my
notions, sir, and'I've been talked to. They an't pop'lar, and
they an't common but I stuck to'em, sir; I've stugk toten,
and reallzed well on'em; yes, sir, they have paid their
passage, I may say, and the trader laughed at his joke." (23)

The glave-trader also speaks of the slaves as if
they have no feelings, or as if the separation of their
families do not exist: "Niggers, you know, that's fetched up
properly ha'n't no kind of 'speotations of no kind; so all
these things comes easier.' (24)

V¥hen the slave-owner was a barbarian he did not
recognize the worth of his slave and denied it in a lawful '
manner: "0 yes! a machine for saving work is 1t? He'd invent
that, I'1ll be bound; iet a nigger alone for that, any time.
They are all labor-saving machines themselves, every one
oftem". (25)

The masters denled any kind of will, or to
recognize the right of any human being to its freedom: "After
all, I think they are better off than they would be to be
freet. (26)

22) Ibid. p. 2
22 Ibid. p. 6
24) Ivid. p. 7
gg Ibid. p.l2

Ibid. p.126
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They ‘also acoused them of their own weaknesses
and did not allow them to have their own personality: "Mammy
is the best I ever knew, sald Marie, and yet Mammy, now, is
selfish-dreadfully selfigh; it's the fault of the whole
race". (27)

Some of the masters consider that their slaves
have not the desire of living with their families; that the
vife ocould 1i¥e far away from her husband or the mother from
her children, and so on. They'toughi: the slaves oould have a
nevw tamilq in the house vwhere.they have to go and live, forgett
ing thé former family: *Now, Mammy has a sort of goodness,
sald Marie, she's smooth and respectful, but she's selfish at
heart. Now, she never will be done fidgeting and worrying about
that husband of hers. You see, when I was married and came to
live here, of course, I had to bring her with me, and her
husband my father couldn't spare. He was a blacksmith, and of
course, very necessary; and I th_oughi: and sald, at the time,
that Mammy and he had better give each other up, as 1t wasn't
likely fo be convenient for. them ever to live together again."
(28)

"When the master was an egotistic character as
Marie St. Clare was, she did not even permit the slave to
;eel sick, because 1t was only.a pretext and a selfish
attitude of the slave twuda_fh’e master: "0, that!s Just one

to7) Ivid. p. 172
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of Mammy's fldgets! Mammy is just like all the rest of them-
makes such a fuss about every little headache or finger-achse;
1%'11 never do to encourage it-never!® (29)

The magters do not take care of what a slave
coul_d be, tﬁey only take the profit they may have from his
work, and do not pay attention to anything else, they do not
try to educate them o6r give them any help, their only thought
is the profit or the work the slave renders: *That ien't my
affalr, as I know of, said Bt. Clare; I am only dealing in
facts of the present life. The fact 1s, that the whole race
are pretty generally understood to be turned over to the devil,
for our beénefit, in this world, however 1t may turn out in
another!*. (30)

As I have said before, the slaves do not
distinguish between the property of their masters and what
they have, and even they use the name and qualities of thekr
masters: %It must be observed that, among other appropriafions
from his master's stock, Adolph was in the habit of adopting
his nameé and address; and that the style under which he moved
‘among the colored circles of New Orleans, was that of Mr. St.
Cleren. (31)

3.~ Opinions of the author about slavery.

The author tries to give an impartial point of
view about slavery, She tells ua about the arguments that the
Southerners have to justify it, and presents such good

30) Ibid. p. 218

gzs Ibid. p. 174
31) Ibid. p. 220
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Masters as Agustine St. Clare. -Perhaps' she had good friends
among planters and she wants to present also good things tuat
slavery has.

At the beginning of the novel she said that
‘Ientuolw_ is the state in which slavery is not so bad. We must
remember that she lived in the other side of the Ohio River )
‘and that she had a direct knowledge sbout this things: "Perhaps
the mildest form of the system of slavery is to be seen in ‘the
State of Kentucky."' (32)

ghe sald also that there were some masters who
believed in the good nature of this system, because they had
loyal slaves: ..."the goodhumored indulgence of some masters
and mistressés and the affectionate loyalty of some slaves,
might be tempted to dréam the oft-fabled poetic legend of a
pathriarcbal institution®. (33)

When the slave has a good Master, we might say
he has a good 1ife and that his feelings would be respected;
but as soon as this Master sells him, or if the Master dies,
the situation changes.

Then, perhaps the slave suffers a great deal
under other cirocumstances® ...%so long as the fallure, or
mlgfortune, or imprudence, or death of the kindest owner, may
cause them any day to exchange a life of kind proteétion and
indulgence for one of hopeless misery and toil, -so long it
i¢ impossible to make anything beautiful or desirable in the
best regulated administration of slavery®. (3U)

Ibid. p. 8
Ibido Pe '
Ibid. p. 9
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I believe there were many people among the South-
erners that were in opposition to slavery.

We £ind characters, that of Mrs. Shelby, for
ingtance, who muset be considered as an gbolitionist, because
ghe was not in accordamce: with the manner in which slavery
was carried off in the slave states.

Mrs. Shelby expresses: "This 1s God's curse on
slavery! -a bitter, bitter, most accursed thing! - a curse to
tae master and a curse to the slave! I was a fool to think I
could make anything good out of such a deadly evell. It ig a
sin to hold a slave under laws like ours, - I always felt 1t
was, - I always thought so when I was a girl, - I thought so
gtill more after I joined the church; but I thought I ocould
g1ld 1t over, - I thought, by kindness and care, and instruc-
tion, I could make the condition of mine better than freedom
-f0ool that I was!® (35)

Evén this character, Mrs. Shelby, says that if the
Northern abolitionists knew what she knows on glavery, they
could have very solid arguments to talk over 1t: "abolitionist!
Af they knew all I know about slavery, they might talk! We
don't need them to tell us; you know I never thought that
slavery was right- never felt willing to own elaves" (36)

When Eliza had to run away and went to Uncle
Tom's Cabin, she sald of her owner, Mrs. Shelby, that she was

(33) Teid- 2- 3
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@ very good woman; o she was sorry to run away, but she
hed no other ochoice, and expressed religlous Justificatione.
Acoording to law, she had no say, because the Master had
the right to sell her child: "Migsls -.you ought. to have
heard her talk! If ghe an't a Christian and an angel, there
never was one. I'm a wicked girl to live her so; but, then,
I can't help 1t. ghe sald, herself, one soul was worth mo:e
than the world; and thie boy has a soul, and i1f I let him
be carried off, who knows what'll become of 1t? It must be
right; but, if 1t an't right, the Lord forgive me, for I
can't help doing 1t!%. (37)

As the shelbys ﬁere‘ very good masters, Eliza
found not any trouble to run away with her little child,
and the author gives us an example over the confidence that
the masters have in their loyal slaves, so later they may
g0 anywhere in the country without problems: "She was many
miles past any neighborhood where she was personally known.
If she ghould chapgce to meet any who knew her, she reflected
that the well-known kindnese of the family would be of 1t-
self a blind to suspiclon, as making 1t an unlikely
supposition that she could be a fugitive. As she was also so
white as not to be known as of colored linesge, without a
eritical survey, and her child was white also, it was much
eacler for her to pass on unsuspected". (38)

Some Southern characters are also presented in

opposition to slavery, and are not in accordance with the

(31) s 2 3
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passage of the Fugltive 8lave Law, which made of them
unhumane and cruel people against other human beings, who
oould be seized and returned to the masters. In thig
gituation we must way that perhaps the author had known
Southern people who were against such Law, and helped some
fugitive élaves= "You ought to be ashamed, John! Poor,
‘homeless, houg¥less oreatures! It's a shameful, wicked,
abomingble law, gnd I*1l break it, for one, the first time
Igeta chance; and I hope I shall have a chance, I do!. (39)

Any way the Southerners know they cannot do these
things without punighment. Senator says it to his wife,
expre'ssing there are politicalreasons to sustain the law
even against their feelings: ..."We mustn't suffer our
feelings to run away with our judgement; you must goneide}
ittg not a matter of prq.vate feeling-there are great public
mtgrests involved-, there 1s such a state of public
agifa.tion rising, ‘that we must put aside our private
feelings®. (40)

These two characters present in their opinions
the two sides of the problem and continue giving the reasons
each one has, to be or not to be in sccordance with the law.
The woman speaks of the good feelings each one has towards
other human belngs, who are suffering, and she says to her
husband that she would like to see him denying to fugitive
slaves any kind of help: "I should like to see you doing
that, John - I really should! Turnfng a woman out of doors

in. a snow-gstorm, for instance; or, may be you'd take her up

{zo} oid; %: 81
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.and put her in jail, wouldn't you? You would make a great
hand at that!®, (41)

. The husband has never been in the case of helping
a fugitive slave and really he could not know how he can
act under such oircumstsnces. He had even thought of the
lav as it was written, but not in its meaning: *He was as
bold as a 1lion about 1%, and mightily donvinced not only
uimself, but everybody that heard him; - but then his idea
of a fugitive was only an idea of the letters that spell the

word, - or, at the most, the image of a little newspaper
ploture of a man with a stick and bundle, with "Ran away
from the subsoriber® under it." (42)

On the contrary the Northern citizens represented
by the Quakers. thought of the slave and the slaveholder in
equal terms, and helped a great deal of fugltive slaves to
be .safe in the Northern states: "Well, I hate those old
slaveholders! sald the boy, who felt as unchristian as
became any modern reformer. I am surprised at thee, aon,
sald Simeon; thy mother never taught thee so. I would do
even the same for the slaveholder as for the slave, 1f the
Lord brought him to my door in effliction®. (43)

Other Northern but secondary characters, give us
also their points of view sbout abolitionism, and how the
South must be managed, and also pretending that the North
was comprehensive towards the Southern point of view: "The

minister, who inclined strongly to gbolltionist vlews, was

1Il Ibid. p. &2
Ibid. p. 21
Ibid. p.l
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quite doubtful ‘whether such a step. might not tend somewhat
to encourage the Southerners in holding on to their slaves;
while the doctor, who was a staunch colonizationist, inclined
to the opinion that Miss Ophelia ought to go, to show.the
Orleans people that we don't think hardly of them after
all.v ()

Nothwithstanding the Southerners support the
institution, we suppose there have been many who were not in
accordance with it. Remember the opinions that the author
put in the thoughts of the main Southern characteré and also
in the secondary ones. It 1s sald that with education and
freedom the slaves should be happy. Eva, one of the maln
characters during the time that Uncle Tom stays in the South,
sald it: "I'd sell them, and buy a place in the free states
and take our people there, and hire teachers, to teach them
to read and write." (45)

Some Southern characters were not in accordance
with the Republican points of view. The two brothers 8t.
Clare talk about them, Alfred was not in accordance, va the -
contrary he thought that his son, for being a white boy, can
abuse his 1little slave Dodo; but he heard his brother Agustine
talking about the Repuhlican principles: ®And this by way
of teaching Henrique the first verse of a Republican's
catechism, "All men are born free and equal!®. (46)

Agustine 8t. Clare thought that some day the

miscegenation could free the slaves, because the mixture of

e P. 101
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bloods could make that the Anglo-saxon blood they may have
not to accept slavery and give encouragement to the African
blood to rebel also: "Well, there 1s a pretty falr infusion
of Anglo Saxon blood among our slaves, now, sald Agustine.
There are plenty among them who had only enough of the
African to give a sort of troplcal warmth and fervor to our
caloulating firmness and foresight. If ever the 8t.Domingo
hour oomes, Anglo Saxon blood will lead on the day. Sons of
white fathers, with all our haughty feelings burning in
thelr veins, will not always be bought and gold and traded.
They will rise, and ralse with them their mother!s race'.
(47)

Even gome Southerners were looking for the way
in which the glaves could become free without hurting the
interests of their owners, and we saw it in the words of
Eva: "Papa, lsnit there any way to have all slaves made
free?

That's a difficult question, dearest. There's no doubt that
this way 18 a very bad one; a great many people think so; I
do myself. I heartily wish that there were not a slave in
the land; but, then, I don't know what 1s to be done about
1tt. (48)

Many Southerners thoughj: that the only way in
which the ingtitution could disappear cost a great deal, and
that there 1s no other solution, though it represented a
great pecunlary logs: "My duty, I hope, to the poor and

ilq Ibid. p. 275
48) Ivad. p. 283
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lowly, as fast as'I find it out, sald St. Clare, beginning
with my own servants, for whom I have yet done nothing; and
perhaps, at some future day, it may appear that I can do
aométhing for a whole class; something to save my country
from the disgrace of the false position in which she now
stands before all civilized nations®. "Do you suppose 1t
possible that a nation ever will voluntarily emancipate?,
sald Miss Ophella.

I don't know, sald 8t. Clare. This 1s a day of great deeds.
Heroism an dlsinterestedness are rising up, here and there,
in the earth. The Hungarian nobles set fee millions of
gerfs, at an inmense pecunlary loss; and, perhaps, among us
may be found generous spirits, who 4o not estimate honor and
Justice by dollars and cents". (U49)

As I have sald before, many Southerners were not
in accordance with slavery and George Shelby was one of
them. He had seen the sufferings of Uncle Tom, and promised
beside his grave to fight against slavery: "I will do what
one man can to drive out this curse of slavery from my
landt® (50)

4.~ Worst things asbout slavery.
At the same time that the author glves us the good

things that slavéry has, she presents also the slave point
of view and the unjust silde of the institution. She denles
that a man could be the owner of another man, and it 1s in

George's talking that she expresses her idea - "My master!

i “Ipid. p.
IMd. p. 31
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and who made him my master? That's what I think of - what
right has he to me? I'm a man much as he is. I'm a better
man then he 1s. I know more about business than he does; I
am better mangger than he 1s; I can read better than he can;
I can write a better hand, - and I've learned 1t all myself,
and no thanks to him, - I've learned it in spite of him;
and now what right has he to make a dray-horse of me?. (51)

The author also tells us that the slave has not
any law which protects hig family and that he c¢an not even
get married at his will. The master has the right to give a
wife to the slave and then he may apart them at his own will;
hy-but you were married to me, by the minister, as much
as if you'd been a white man! sald Eliza simply.

Don't you know a slave can't be married? There is no law in

this country for that; I can't hold you for my wife, if he
chooses to part us." (52)

As I have sald before, the author presents the
masters with all the rights, and with the power to break a
family by selling the sons or the husband or the wife, with-
out any consideration to the years the slave has spent in
“helr house or the services he has done for hls master. The
slaves suffer the indifference with which the master sells
them and they desplse the slave-trader: "Don't they tear
der suckin' baby right off his mother!s breast, and sell
him, and der little children as in crying and holding on by

$51 Ibid. p. 16
52) Ibid. p. 18
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her clothers, - don't they pulltem off and sells em? Don't dey
tear wife ‘and husband apart? sald Aunt Chloe, beginning to cry,
when 1t's Jest takin! the very life on'em? - and all the white
does they feel one bit, - don't dey drink and smoke, and take
it oncommon easy? Lor, if the devil don't get them, what's he
good for?®. (53)

Masters who were as the Shelbys also .despised the
slave-txfaders. As Mrs. Shelby wants Eliza to escape with her chilg,
she acts very amlsble to them, in order to lengthen the time
that permits the slave girl to run away: "Mr. and Mrs.Shelby
both felt annoyed and degraded by the familiar imprudence of the
trader, and yet both saw the @bsolute necessity of putting a
constraint on their feelings. The more hopelessly sordid and
ingensible he appeared, the greater became lrs. Shelby's dread
of his succeeding in recapturing Eliza and her child, and of
course the greater her motive for detalning him by every female
artifice." (54)

The trader, uhen'he becomes the owner of a mother
and child tries to sell them apart, and the mother cannot do
anything to keep her child and even the trader beats her 1f che
tries to say something: ..."help i1t? why I buys a gal, and if
she!'s got a young un to be gold, I Jest walks up and puts my
fist to her face, and says, Look here, now, if you glve me one
word out of your head, I'll amash yer face in. I won't hear one

word-not the beginning of a word. I says to'em, Thls yer young

)’ & &
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un's mine, and not yourn, and you've no kind o'business with 1it.
I'm going to sell 1t, first chance; mind, you don't cut up none
o'yer shines about it, or I'll make you wish ye'd never been
born". (55.

In order to prevent the running away of their
slaves, the masters pay for them dead or alive. The author
presents Locker, the man whom Mr. Haley hired to rescue Ellza
and her child with these words: "Marks had got from his pocket
a greasy pocket-book, and taking a long paper from thence, he
sat down, and fixing his keen black eyes on it, began mumbling
over its contents:

Farnes- Shelby County- boy Jim, three hundred dollars for him,
dead or alive". (56)

The author ineists in the arguments to attack the
Fugltive Slate Law, and presents 1t in its most cruel and
inhumane form, preventing any citlizen to help the unfortunate.
slaves that were running, looking for their freedom and with
great need of finding food and a bed to sleep. She glves the
two points of view, that of the humane wife who wants to help
in any way, even ggalnst the law; and that of the husband, who
being also humane, wants to respect 1t: "Well; but i1s it true
th~t they have been passing a law forbidding people to glve
meat and drink to those poor colored folks that come along? I
heard they were talking of some such law, but I dldn't think
any Christian legislature would pass it!. (57)

Tbid. p. 71
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The wife gives a religlous point of view. We must
understand that the author was raised in a very religious
home, and that her ideas were according to this way of thinking:
+.o"but I think this 1s something downright cruel and un-
chrigtian®. (58)

The man blames the Abolitionists. Because of
their attitude, this law was passed. He asserts that it was a
political measure in order to quiet the excitement, that the
abolitionlst demands ax;'ouged. "There has been a law passed
forbidding people to heip‘ off ‘the slaves that come over from
Kentucky, my dear; so much of that thing has been done by these
reckless Abolitionists, that our brethern in Kentucky are very
strongly excited, and 1t seems necessary, and no more than
Christlian and kind, that something should be done by our state
to quiet the excitement®. (59)

The author also says that 1t 1s not a good system
to practice slavery, and wh must think that she tries in every
way to make the reader think about the lnconveniences of it.
She presents in the Honest old John Van Trompe a witness of
the two ways of thinking, saying that this man was formerly a
slave-holder, and now living in the free states: ..."he had
been for some years witnessing with repressed uneasinese the
workings of a s;atem equally bad for oppressor and oppressed.®
(60)

The first master of Uncle Tom 1s presented asa

(25) Thad- »- 80
(60) Ibid. p. 93
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very good man who only by necesslty sold him, and because he
has the right to do i1t. He could not see the bargaln consumated;
for thls reason he was not near the slave who served him loyally
during many years, to comfort him in that moment, in order to
give him any kind of hope, which might make the slave feel that
he 1s algo a man; "He had sold Tom under the spur of a driving
necessity, to get out of the power of a man whom he dreaded,

and his first feeling, after the consummation of the bargain,
had been that of relief. But this wife's expostulations awoke
hig half-slumbering regrets; and Tom's manly disinterestedness
inoreased the unpleasantness of his feelings. It was in vain
that he said to himself that he had a right to do 1t,- that
everybody did it,- and that some did it without even the excuse
of necessity; - he could not satisfy his own feelings; and that
he might not witness the unpleasant scenes of the consummation,
he had gone on a short business tour up the country".(61)

The author also speaks of the brands that the
master put on his slaves, and as I have said before, they paild
for the fuglitives desd or alive: ..."is deeply scarred on his
back and shoulders; has been branded in his right hand with
the letter H.

I will give four hundred dollars for him glive, and the same
gum for satisfactory proof that he has been killed". (62)

‘She presents also the extreme cruelty to the
slave girls tl:m‘l: did not want to become the mlstress of thelr
nasters and the physical punishments they receive for their
denial to accept this kind of life: ..."she wae whipped, sir,

5o ToT
Esa; Ibid. p. 108




- 53 -

for uanting'fo live a decent Christian life, such as your lave
give no slave girl a right to lived. (63)

The trader is presented in the plot as a person
that 1s well accepted any where, North or South, who appears
with a situation well seen by politicians and preachers, meking
of him a very important representative in the management of
glavery: ...%the trader had arrived at that stage of Christian
and political perfection which has been recommended by some
preachers and politicians of the North, lately, in which he

had completely overcome every humane weakness and prejudice'.

(64)

Even the author says that these representatives
of slasvery were wanting that Northern citizens accepted the
practice of 1t: ..."'and 1t 1e the great object of recent
efforts to make our whole Northern community used to them,
for the glory of the Unlon". (65)

Aleo she says that the trade is the vital support
of the ilnstitution and she quotes one of the preachers of her
time, condemning 1t..." a trade which is the vital support of
an institution which an American divine tells us has no evils

but such as are inseparasble from any other relations in socizl
and domestic life". (66)

The author condemns not only the slave-trader but
also those men that accept the trade, and she blames then,
asking who 1s the real supporter of the institution, the one
who trades with 1%, or the one that buys the merciiandise: "But

gz Ibid. p. 11k
Ibid. p. 132
&
6

Ibid. p. 132

«
Ibid. p. 133



- 54 -
who, sir, mgkes the trader? Who is most to blame? The enlighten
ed, cultivated, intelligent man, who supports the gystem of
which the trader 1s the inevitable result, or the poor trader
himself? You make the public sentiment that calls for hls trade,
that debauches and depraves him, till he feels no shame in 1it;
and in what are you better than he?n (67)

She blames also the politiclans that accept the
trade 1n the Union, but who are in opposition to the trade from
Africa, and she shows there 1s no difference between them: "Who
does not know our great men are outdoing themselves, in declaim
ing agalnst the forelgn slave-trade. There are a perfect host
of Clarksons and Wilberforces risen up among us on that subject,
‘most edifiying to hear and behold,

Treding Negroes from Africa, dear reader, 1s so horrid! It 1s
_not to be thought of! But trading them from Kentucky, - that's
quite another thing!®". (68)

The author inelsts frequently during the plot, in
the 1nhumane and cruel Fugltive Slave Law, and she makes almost
gll the characters speak about 1t, condemning the Government for
passing such Law: "But len't 1t a shame to make such laws?" (69)

' Maire St. Clare tells Miss Ophella that they must
meke the slaves understand the position in which they are, and
that they have to accept thelr inferiority in front of their

masters. She says 1t in a cruel way, pretending that even they

68) Ibid. p. 136
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§67§ Ibid. p. 135
€9) Ibid. p.



- 55 =

must not have physical rest, because the master needs them:

"Now, there's no way with servants, sald Marie, but to put them
down, and keep them down. It was always natural to me, from a
child." I hold to being kind to servants - I always am; but you
must make'em know their place. Eva never does; there's no getting
into the child's head the first beginning of an 1dea what a
gservant's place 1s! You heard her offering to take care of me
nights, to let Mammy sleep!" (70)

Marie 8t. Olare considers the African race 1s a
degraded one,bbut at the same time gives the opinions of her
husband, in an opposite sense, saying that the faults of the
glaves are theilr own faults, and they have to endure them as
they are. She means at the same time that as slaves are
different in color from them, they must be different also in
thelr gentiments, and of course they cannot love thelir sons
and husband or wife, 1h the same manner a white man can.® He
talks the strangest stuff. He says we have made them what they
are, and ought to bear with them. He says their faults are all
owing to us and that 1t would be cruel to make the fault and
punign in it too®. No, indeed, not I! A pretty story, truly!
They are a degrade race! But as to putting them on any sort
of equality with us, you know, as 1f we could be compared, why,
1t's impossible!. Now, 8%. Clare really has talked to me as
if keeping Maemmy from her husband was llke keeping me from
mine. There's no comparing in this way. Mammy couldn't have
the feelings that I should. It's & different thing altogether,

- of course, 1t 1s, - and yet St. Clare pretends not to see 1it.

(70) Ibid. p. 176
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And Just as if L(ammy could love her little dirty bables as
I love Eva!’. (T1)

Tl}e author presents these samé thoughts in the
Northern minds and i1t is a Southerner who says that. Miss
Ophelia accepts 1t giving him the reason; he says that North-
erners do not want the slaves to be sbused, but they do not
accept elther to take them to the North or to give them any
kind of facilities to live in the Free States. He says also
that Northerners condemn something that 1s common in the life
of the Bouth, and as they have never been in guch a situation,
they think of it with horror: *You wouldn't think no harm in
a child's caressing a large dog, even if he was black; but a
creature that can think, and reason, and feel, and 1s immortal,
‘you shudder at; confess 1t, cousin . I know the feeling among
some of you Northerners well enough. Not that there is a
particle of virtue in our not having it; but custom with us
does what Christianity ought to do, - obliterates the feeling
of personal prejudice. I have often noticed, in my travels
North, how much stronger this was with you than with us. You
loathe them as you would a snake or a toad, yet you are
indignant at their wrongs. You could not have them abused;
but you don't want to have anything to do with them yourselves.
You would send them to Africa, out of your sight and smell,
and then send a misslonary or two to do up all the self-denilal
of elevating them compendiously. Isn't that it?n, (72)

713 Ibid. p. 178
72) Ibid. p. 182
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The Southerners present all sort of sofisms to
Justify the institution. They say there must be a soclety in
which some be slaves and other the governors of those slaves.
It 1s precisely Marie 8t. Clare who.gives us these kind of
thoughts, because she has heard them from the preacher, and,
of comrse, she was in accordance with these feelings: "He hath
made evarything beautiful in its season; and he showed how all
the orders and dlstinctlons in society came from God; and that
it was so appropriate, you know, and beautiful, that some
should be high and some low, and that some were born to rule
and some to serve, and all that, you know; and he applied 1t
80 well to all this ridiculous fuss that 1s made about slavery,
and he proved distinctly that the Bible was on our side, and.
supported all our institutions so convincingly. I only wish
you'd heard him.* (73)

After thie Miss Ophelia asks Marie if she considers
slavery right or wrong? And i1t is Mr. St. Clare who answers
donyihg that the Bible Justifles it; but he considers that it
18 necessary for the economical development of the South and
that even if for any reason some day slavery would not be
necessary for it, they might find Biblical Justification to
deny the insgtitution: "Well, said St. Clare, suppose that
something should bring down the price of .cotton once and for-
ever, and make the whole slave property a drug 1n the market,
don!'t you think we should soon have another version of the
Scripture doctrine?® (7U4)

AR
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As we have s ald before, the author inglsts in the
Fugltive Slave Law, so she compares the fugitives from the
European countries, who come to America and whom the Government
of the United States seelr . with good eyes, with the fugitive
slaves who are looking for thelr freedom and may lose their
lives to obtain it. The Government demands all citlzens to
return the elave to his master, who could or could not be a
cruel one. I must say that if a slave runs aways, it 1s because
he 1s running from a cruel Master that tortures him. In the
plot 1t 1s precisely a brave young man, who does not want to
return to slavery when he 1s near freedom, and who does not
want to obey a Law that 1s against him, saying he 1s the
property of nobody and that he may kill any one that wante to
take him back: "I am George Harris. A Mr. Harris, of Kentucky,
did call me his property. But now I'm a free man, standing on
God's free soll; and my wife and my chlld I claim as mine. Jim
and his mother are here. We have arms to defend ourselves, and
we mean to do it."
"Young man, this an't no kind of talk at all for you. You see,
we're officers of Justice. We've got the law on our side, and
the pover, and so forth; so you!d better give up peaceably"
"You want to send Jim and me back to be whipped and tortured,
and ground down under the heels of them that you call masters;
and your laws will bear you out in 1t, < more shame for you

and them!",
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#If it had been only a Hungarian youth, now bravely defending
in- some mountains festness the retreat of fugltives éscaping
from Austria into America, this would have been sublime
herolsm; but as it was a youth of African descent, defending
the retreat of fugitives through America into Canada, of course
‘we are too well instructed and patriotic to see any herolsm
in 1t; and if any of our readers do, they must do 1t on their
own private responsibility®. (75)

The author presents the question of slavery, as
I have sald before, as a political and economical tendency
that is profitable to the Southern planters: ..."on this
abstract question of slavery there can, as I think, be but one
opinion. Planters, who.have money to make by 1t, - clergymen,
who have planters to please, - pollticlans, who want to rule
by it, - may warp and bend 1apguage and ethlics to a degree
that ghall astonish the world at their ingenulty". (76)

The author a&lso says through 8t. Clare's words
that the system 1s a complete abuse of man over other men.
Those men must work when and in what he wants in his only
benefit, and even when the slave dles, he will go to the place
thaet his master would choose for him, and Mr. St. Clare!s
excltement grows so much that he says he does not mind to
sink in a movement that may cause such kind of living to
disappéar: "Why, because my brother Quashy is ignorant and
weak, and I am intelligent and strong, - because I know how,
and can do 1t, - therefore, I may steal all he has, keep it,

{T3) Ibid. p. 202
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and give him only such and so much gas suits my fancy. Whatever
is too hard, too dirty,  too disagreable, for me, I may set
Queashy to doing. Because I don't like work, Quashy shall
work. Because the sun burne me, Quashy shall stay in the sun.
Quashy shall earn the money, and I will spend 1t. Quashy shall
1lie down in every puddle, that I may walk over dry-shod.
ngshy shall 4o my will, and not his, all the days of his
mortal 1ife, and have such chance of getting to heaven, at
last, as I f£ind convenient. This I take to be about what slavexy.
is. I defy anybody on earth to read our slave-code, as it
gtands in our law-books, and make anything else of it. Talk of
the abuges of slavery! Humbug! The thing itself 1s the essence
of all abuge!® (77) |

8,..I declare to you, there have been times when I have
thought, if the whole country would sink, and hide all this
injustice and misery from the light, I would willingly sink
with 1t*, (78)

Mr. St. Slare criticlzes the Northerners because
they talk gbout the problem which alavery represents, but
really they do not know anything sbout it, and he also says
that Southerners know all concerning slavery, and that even
they know it is unjust, but they have no other chance: It!s
all nongense to talk to me about slaves enjoying all this!

To this day, I have no patience with the unutterable trash
that some of your patronizing Northerners have made up, as in
their zeal to apiloglze for our sins. We all know better. Tell

e e g




-6l -

me that any man living wants to work all his days from day-
dawn t111 dark, under the constant eye of a master, without
the power of putting forth one irresponsible volitilon, on the
same dreary, monotonous, unchanging toll, .and all for two
pairs of pantaloons and a palr of ghoes a year, with enough
food and shelter to keep him in working order! Any man who
thinks that human belngs can, as a general thing, be made
gbout as comfortable that way as any other. I wish he might
try 1t. I'd buy the dog, and work him, with a olear
congclense!®. (79)

The education that children who grew in the South
recelve was in accordance with the cruelty which prevalls in
the relations among masters and slaves, and from the moment
they understand, they being to distingulsh the treatment they
must give to the slaves: "Dear Cousin, you don't know Dodo;
itt'e the only way to manege him, he's 80 full of lies and
excuses. The only way 1s to put him down at once, - not let
him open his mouth; that!s the way papa manages'. (80)

Agustine 8t. Olare says that some day the masses
will rige, and perhaps they may become in some moment the
masters: "I tell you, sald Augustine, if there is anything
that i1s revealed with the strength of a divine law in our
times, it 1s that the masses are to rise, and the under clq.ss
become the upper one". (81)

On the contrary, his brother says they have the
power and that t}nings shall go as they are, so he thinks

[ ] p.
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they can manage the situatlion easily: *On the whole, Augpsti®8og)a
I think your talentes might do for a circuit rider, sald Alyf'fg ‘?AS
laughing. .Never you fear for us; possession 1s our nine points.
We've got the power. This subject. race, sald he, stamping

"firmly, 1s down, and shall gtay down! We have energy enough to
manage our own powér.? (&2)

The feelings of a negro child are hurt because she
knows that her owner Mlss Ophella, who 1s a Northerner, can not
endure her for the color of her skin, and for this reason the
author criticizes the Northerners, because they are really not
interested in the sufferings of the slaves: "No, she can't
bar me, 'cause I'm a nigger! - she'd 's soon have a toad touch
her! There can't nobody love niggers, and niggers cantt do
nothin'! I don' care, sald Topsy, beginning to whistle." (83)

Miss pphelia tries to Justify her thinking about
negroeg, saying that she did not know they may notice her
attitude. This way of thinking 1s very common and it prevalls
st1ll in our days: "I!'ve always had a prejudice against Negroes,
sald Miss Ophelia, and 1t's a fact, I never could bear to
have that child touch me; but, I didn't think she knew 1t."

(84) .
The author insists in the cruelty and injustice of

slavery, and she makes Mr. St. Clare speak in a hard way saying
that Christians must not be called so while they are in
accordance with the system: "My view of Christianity 1s muoch,
he added, that I think ho man can consistently profess 1t with
out throwing the whole welght of hisbelng against this

Ibid. p. 288

sgzi Ibid. p. 275
Ibid. p. 249
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monstrous system of injustice that lies at the foundetion
of all our soclety; and, if need be, sacrificing himself
in the battle. That is, I mean that I could not be a
Christian otherwlse." (85)

At the same time the author insists in _.e idesz
that 'if the Southerners emancipate thelr slaves, the i.orth-
erners would not accept them in the free states: ®But,
suppose we should rise up tomorrow and emanclpate, who would
educate these millibns, and teach them how to use their
freedom? They never would rise to do much among us. The fact
is, we. are too lazy and unpractical, ourselves, ever to give
them much of an idea of that industry and energy which is
necegsary to form them into men. They will have to go MNorth,
where lgbor 1s the fashion the universal custom; and tell me,
now, ls there enough Christian philanthropy, among you
Northern states, to bear with the process of their educastion
and elevation?" (86)

Er. 8t. Clare using hard words says that nobody
in the North would do anything help the emancipated negroes,
and that the Southerners are oppresors but in his point of
view the Northerners are equally oppreabra because of their
preJjudice: "How hany families, in your town, would take in s
Negro man and wox;man, teach them, bear with them, and seek to
make them Christians? How many merchants would tske 4dolph,
if I wanted to make him a clerk or meckanics, if I wanted

{s8) Tora. 3 320
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hin taught a trade? If I wanted to put Jane and Rosa to a
,sohooi, hov many schools are there in the Northern states
that would take them in? How many families that would board
them? and yet they are as white as many a woman, North or
South,- You see, Couasin, I want Justice doneaus. e are ins g
bad position. We-are the more obvious oppresors’ of the Negro;
but the unchristian prgjug_l_iee'ot' the North 1s an oppresor
almost equally severef. (8‘7)..

The author says tiha.t the slaves become completely
unprotected when a good master dies,'. because they are used
to good treatment and 'fa,ut;denly' they go to another master
who may be cruel: "We hear often of the distress of the
Negfo s ervants, on the loss »of a kind master; and with good
reason, for no creature on Godfs earth 1s left moré utterly
unprotected and 'desolate thzafn the slave in thege oircumstan-
ces." (88)

As soon as Marie 8%. Clare became the owner of
her husbandts’ prqperty, ghe eipreésed that she never would
emancipate any alavq, be_oaxi‘se-.they would never know what to
do with thelr freedom; and egain a slave becomes a thing,
which gserves the purposes of thgir masters without any
protection or will: *Indeed, I shall 4o no such thing! sald
Marie, 'gliaz-ply. Tom 1s one of the most. valuable servants
on the place, it couldnt!t be aifforded,, any way. Besides,
what does le want of liberty? He's a great deal better off

as he 18",

f s'} Ibid. p. 322
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- 65~

But he does desire it, very ~earne's1§1y, and his master promised
1%, sald Hyss Ophelia. I dere say he does want 1t, sald
Marie, j:hey all want 1%, Just because they are a dlscontented
set, always wanting what they haven!t got. Now, I'm
principled againét emancipating, in a.n;;' case. Keep a Negro
-under the care of a master, and he does well enough, and
“1g respeotable; but set them free, and they get lazy, and
won't work, and take to @rinking, snd go all dowa to be
mean, worthless fellows. I've seen it tried, hundreds of
‘times. It's no favor to set them free." (89)

The author gilves a description of a salve ware-
hquse,‘qaying that 1% must not be imaginated as a cruel.
pla,ce,'ﬁut‘on the contrary, because this kind of property
1s valusble: "Perhaps some of my readers conjure up horrible

_wisions of such a place, They fancy some foul: , ocbscure

den, gome horrible Tartarus" 1nform_is, ingens, cui lumen

qiemgtuml. But no, innocent friend; in these days men have
learned the art of sinning expertly and.genteely, 80 as
not to shock the. eyes and senses of respectable society.
Human property is high in the market; and 1s, therefore,
well fed, wei.l cleaned, tended, and looked after, that it
may come to sale sleek, and -strong, and shinning. A slave
waréilouse in New Orleans 1is a houge externally not much
wnlike many. others, kept with neatness; and where every
day you may see arranged, under a sort of shed along the

outside, rows of men and women, who stand there as a sign

(89) Ibid. p. 331
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of the property sold within.® (90)

“fhe author Gritigizes the Northern citizens that
"make, trade with southerners, ‘who' sell their slaves and
plantations to pay the debts or obligations they’ have with
them: 'pge. of the largest cre‘difoors was the respectable ﬁ.rm
of B. & Co.; 1n New York, B & Co wrote to their lawyer in
New Ofleans, who attached the real state (these two articles
and a lot of plantation hands formed the most valuable part
of 1t), and wrote word to that effect to New York. Brother
B., being, as we hévq‘ ea.ld, a Christ;an man and a resident
An a free 8tate, felt some uneasiness on the subject. He
'ﬁidn',t like trading in slaves and souls of men, - of course,
he didn't; but, them, there were thirty thousand dollars
in the case, and that was rather too much money to be lost
for a principle."® (91)

- The author says there are two classes of planters,
good and bad. Bhe describes among the bad ones Simon Legree
as a low and brutal man, and critiéizes that there are laws
to protect these kind of men, andﬂo one to proteo"b the
slaves from this kind of master: *He 1s a mean, low, brutal
fellow! sald the other.

And yet your laws allow him to hold any number of human
beilngs subject to his absolute will, without even a shadow
of protection; and, low as he 1s, you cannot say that there
are not many such." (92)

When the author presents two slaves of Legree,

who were ralsed to be savage, cruel and brutal, she explains
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they are even more oruel than the master: *These two colored
men were the two prinoipal hends on the p;i.antatidh. Legree
had 'traj.ned them in -savageness and brutality as systematlcal
1y as he had his bulldoge; and, by long practice in hard-
ness Apd,cruelty,~ brought their whole nature to about théi
same r ange of capaclties. It 1s a common remark, and-one
that is thought to militate strongly against the character
of the moce, that the Negro oversees. is always more
tyrannical and cruel than the white one. * (93)

The author says thaf when cruelty 1s the sign
of a place, it marks everythizig; 80 men become less than
animalg!:"As they stood there now by Legree, they seemed an
ept’ 11lustration of the fact that brutal men are lower even
than animals. Their coarse, dark, heavy features; their
great eyes rolling envlouely on -each other, their barbarous,
guttural half-brute intonation; their dilapidated garments
fluttering in the wind, - were all in admirsble keeping with
the vile and unwholesome character of everything about the
place. " (94)

Freedom, as the author says, represented for the
slave, to have all the rights that any man has, to have a
raﬁily that no one could break, to protect and educate his
chlldren, to have a religion of his own, in a word to be a
man: "... vhat 1s freedom to George Harris? To your fathers,
frqedom was the right of a nation to be a nation. To him, it
1s the right of a man to be a man, and not a brute; the

(88 s B 32
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right to call the wife of his bosom his wife, and to
protect her from lawless violence; the right to protect and
educate his child; the right to have a home of his own, a
religion of his own, a character of his own, unsubject to
the will of smother®. (95)

The author says that in the Southern courts the
testimony of colored men were not valld, so the murder that
Legree committed could not be punlshed, because the only
witnesses were hls own sglaves: "Do! sald Legree, snapping
hig fingers, soornfully. I'd like to see you doing 1t. Where
you going to get witnesses? - how you going to prove it? -Come,
now! Ceorge sgw, at once, the force of this deflance. There
was not a white person on the place; and, in all Southern
courts, the testimony of colored blood is nothing. He felt,
at that moment, a8 1f he cdould have rent the heavens with his
heart's indignant cry for Justice; but in vailn®. (96)

The last chapter of the novel is dedicated to the
conclusions the author oconsiders more important on the whole
problem of slavery. She tries to make of these conclusions
an impartial point of view. She makes of Tom!'s death & symbol
of what a human being must endure. After Tom'!s murderrpne of
his mates could testify against.his murderer: "That the
tragical fate of Tom, also, has too many times hed its
parallel, there are living witnesses, all over our land, to
testify. Let it be remembered that in all Southern states 1t

i1s a principle of Jurisprudence that no person of colored

(23] ihid- o- 393
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lineage cen testify in a suit agatnst a white, and it will
be easy to 'qe,'e that such a case may occur, wherever theré
s a ma:i'vho_s”é passions outweigh his interests, and a slave
who kad manhood or principle enough to resist his will.' (97)

She oriticizes strongly the passage of the
Pugitive Blave Law of 1850, that.made of any citlzen a
catcher of elaves that run away, and as she lived in a very
religious home, her gentiments were against these kind of
#nhunane laws® "For many '._yogtfs’pf her life, the author
gvoided all reading wpon or allusgion to the subject of
slavery, oshsidering it as too pdinful to be inquired into,
and one which advancing light and civilization would certalnly
live down. But, eince the legislative act of 1850, when ehe
heard, with perfect ,su.r.prise and consternation, Christian
and humane people actually recommending the remanding escaped
fugitives into slavery, as a duty binding on good cit‘i,zena, -
‘when she heard, on all hands, from kind, compassionate and
estimable people, in the free states of the North,
deliberations and discussions as to what Christian duty could
be on this head, she could only think, these men and Christlane
cannot know what slavery is; if they did, such a question
could never be open for discussion®. (98)

She criticizes American people who speak sbout
the African slave trade as piracy, but consider it normal in
America® "The slave-trade is now, by American lew, considered

as plracy. But a slave trade, as systematic as ever was
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carried on the.coast of Africa, is an inevitable attendant
and result of American sl avery. And 1ts heart-break and ite
horrors, gan they be told?" (99)

The author extends her-accusatlon to Northerners,
oondemn;lng,é.ll those that have _haci in gome moments slaves by
trading, because it permitted the spreaﬁing’ of slavery all
over the country: ....%the gons of the free states would not
have connived at the extension of slavery, in our national
body; the gons of the free states would not as they do, trade
the souls and bodies of men as an equivalent to money, in.
their mercantile dealings. There are multitudes of glaves
temporarily owned, and sold agaln by merchants in Northern
oities; and shall the whole guilt or obloauy of slavery a11
only on the South?.(100) N

Her religlous sentiment a_;;pear's in the calling
she makes to Christians, in order to repair all the wrongs
they have committed againet the African race! -Wyhat do you
owe to tnese poor unfortunates, oh Christians? Does not every -
American Christian owe to the African race some effort at
reparation for the wrongs that the ‘American nation has
brought upon them? Shall the doors of churches and school-
houses be shut-upon them? Shall states arise and shake them
out? Shall the church of Christ hear in silence the taunt
that 1s thrown at them, and shrink away from the helpless
hand that they stretch out; and, by her silence, encourage
the cruelty that would chase them from our borders?! (101)

9). Ibid. p. |
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Finally the solution that many people give for’

the problem 1s not acoepted.; by the author, because she says ’
1t 1s oruel to send them back to Africsa, after being treated
es animals and without any preparation that may let them
become oivilized: "To £i11 up Libetla with an ignorant,
inexperienced, half-barbarized race, just escaped from the
chains of slavery, would be qnly to prolong, for ages, the
period of struggle and confliot which attends the inception
of new enterprises. Let the,. church .or "the Rorth recleve these
poor éurferers in the spirit of Christ; recelve them to.the
educating alventages of Christian republican soolety and
schools, until they have attained to somewhat of a moral

and intellectual maturity, and then assist them in their
passage to those shores, where they may put in practice the
legsons they have learned in America® (102)

(102) Ibid. p. 455
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and submission of negroes and justified the soolal statue
of slavery, in our days the invocation of religious thoughts,
is not to maintain racial segregation but much to the
contrary; negro preachers speclally are Qemanding Just
treatment and equality for both races.

If slavery is forbidden by Law in the United
8tates, the present economical, political and soclial

standing of the negro race means to me: glavery de facto.
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CHAPTER VI
ALBION WINEGAR TOURGEE
Alblon Vinegar Tourgée was born in Ohio in 1838.
0f the three children which were born to Valentine and Loulsa
Winegar Tourgée, he was the only one who survived infancy.

The Tourgée family moved frequently, before and
after the mother's death in 18U43. At fourteen years of sge,
Albion left home, in Kingsfield, Ohio, and went to live during
the following two years with an uncle, in Lee, Massachussetts.

Later on he returned to Kingsfield, where he
enrolled in the Kingsfleld Academy.

Perhaps dwring his living with his uncle, Albion
developed a great love for books and by the time he entered
the academy, he began to write.

. In 1857 he put together a group of poems and
essays, but he did not publish the volume, which he called
"Sense and Nonsense".

Two years later he was aidmitted to the University
of Rochester, and in 1861 took a teaching position in a sochool
in Wileon, New York,

In the first week of the Civil War, Tourgée enlist
ed in the Z7th New York Volunteers Regiment and soon he was
sent to the battle front.

In 1862 he received the degree of Bachelor of
Arts according with the practice of granting degrees to men
who entered the service before they completed requirements

for the degree.
a4
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On July Uth 1861, he was seriously injured at the
first battle of Bull Run. The inJjury was so severe, that he
was discharged from the Army on August 1861.

Later, in July 1862, he had regained health
sufficlently to re-enter the army as a Lieutenant with Company
G of the 105th Ohio Volunteers Regiment. During the same year,
in October, he received once sgain a spinal injury, which
hospitalized him for several weeks.

In January 1863 he was captured by the enemy. On
one occasion he attempted to run away, but was recaptured. In
May he was changed and he went to Ohio, where he married Emma
Lodoigka Kilbourne, before he returned to his comrades in arme.

Between May 1863 and January 1864, he saw action on
many battle fields, Tullohoma, Chickamauga, Lookout Mountaln
and Migsionary Ridge. He resigned from the Army on January 1864,
and returned to Ohio, there he prepared himself to be admitted
in the bar, which he joined in May 1864,

Tourgée suffered from the injuries he received in
the war, and as he knew that in the South an enormous program
of economical and political recovery was to begin soon, he
thought he would undoubtedly have an opportunity not only to
recover his health, but also to increase a fortune and a life
of construotive service.

80 he went South in July 1865, looking for a place
to settle. Finally he found it and he decided to remain in
Greensboro, North Carolina, to where hs moved with his wife,

in Ooctober.
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North Carolina had not been a decisive battleground,
but it suffered privation. It was an attractive area for
settlers from lees fortunate Confederate states and for
carpetbaggers from the North.

When Tourgée arrived with his wife to Greensboro,
in October 1865, he brought $5,000.00, which he invested
immediately in a nursery business, but unfortunately he was
not successful. At that time, however, Tourgée was involved
deply in the political controversies about postwar Reconstruc-
tion.

President Johnson appointed W.¥. Holden provisional
Governor, in order to make the constitutional changes that
could permlit the return of North Cgrolina to the Union. He
called the loyal people of the state to meet at a convention.
This convention declared slavery abolished; repudiated the
state war debt, and provided for the election of new state
officlale and members of Congrees.

It was during the course of these developments
that Alblon W. Tourgée settled in Greensboro. He witnessed
the defeat of Holden and the election of Jonathan Worth, the
State Treasurer under the Confederacy, as Governor of the
State.

Meanwhile negroes had met at a convention in
October and had adked for protection and an opportunity for
education. They also called for an end to legal discoriminations
sgainst them.

Tourgée became convinced that the policies adopted
by the State Government would not only prevent the resumption

i
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of normal relations with the Federal Government, but make
peace and Justice impossible. Soon he was expressing openly
and indiscreetly his points of view. At a meeting in August
1866, he came out for Negro suffrage. On the following month,
as a delegate at the Philadelphia Conventlon of Loyalists, he
described some atrocitlies against North Carolina Negroes aqg
insisted that nelther Negroes nor Union whites were safe from
attacks of the former Confederates. He sald that at least
1,200 Union soldiers were forced to sacrifice thelr property
and flee the State, in order to save their lives.

The news of his Philadelphla performance reached
North Carolina before his return, and an adverse reaction was
immediate. Some North Carolina citlzens began to write
threatening letters to Tourgée, but he did not stop and obtain
ed permlgsion to carry firearms for personal protection.

On January 1867 he began to publish "The Union
Reglster?. Although it vigorously esposed the cause of Rgdical
Reconstruction, the newspaper disappeared at the end of six
months. Later, in the same year, General Canby appointed
Tourgée to a Judgeship, but Canby received from Governor Worth
the declaration that Tourgée was a man of the most detestable
character, and he did not reach such postion.

Tourgée was not daunted by his defeat. Congress
took over éhe program of Reconstructlion and favored conditions
vwhich placed the advantage in the hands of the group of which
Tourgée was a member. On 1868 Tourgée was prominent among the

e
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elected delegates to the new Constitutional Convention. In the
same year he was nominated to the Buperlor Court, with Jurisdic-
tion over sight counties. His enemles fought him, but without
success.

During his slx years on the benoch Tourgée displayed
abilities that surprised his enemies. He came to be regarded
as one of the best Judges in the State. ¥z was fearless; and
fron the bench he attacked especially the Klan, for their
migtreatment of the Negro. Frequently he received threatening
letters from his enemies. In the Summer of 1370 the Klan was
again denounced by Tourgée in a letter to Governor Holden,
which was published, clting several speciflic cases of outrage
against the Negroes.

When his term as judge was up in 1876, President
Grant appointed him to the position of Pension Agent in
Raleigh. It 1s in July 1877 that Alblon Winegar Tourgée began
to write a book and he called it YA Fool's Errand®. in the
spring of 1878 he published in Greensboro "The "CY" Letters" where
he attacked the Klan, defended Negroes, and flung Democrats,
who presumed that they were qualified to fll1 offices of public
trust. A year after he was closing his business affairs and
preparing to leave.

Though ®A Foolt's Errand® cannot be regarded as
autoblographical, many of the incidente 1n it are remarkabdly
similar to some that happened to Tourgée himself during his
1living in North Carolina.

Some were based on the experiences of other people.

All the events and principal circumstances may be qualified,
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as he sald: "It's pictures are from life? (103)

Comfort Servosse, the fool, was an educated North-
erner of French ancestry, as Tourgée was. His reasons for
changing his North residence to the Bouth, are similar to
Tourgée'!s: the inJjuries recelved in war and to increase a
fortune with the capital he had acumulated already. Metta
Servosse 1s obviously portrayed on Tourgée's wife, while
his mentor, the Reveren@l Enos Martin, is portryed from
Tourgée's close friend M.B.Anderson, President of the
Univeristy of Rochester.

The threate against the life of Servosse are similar
to those frequently directed against Tourgée, especially
while he served as judge of the Superior Court. The chgpter
‘WA race against Time®, in which Lily Bervosse foils a Klan
plot against her father's life, is perhaps inspired by
Tourgée!s discovery of a Klan plot to murder him one day,
as he left his courtroom. The numerous other activities of
the Klan in "A Fool'g Errand® are similar to those compiled
by Tourgée during his term of office as Judge.

Cprltical reaction to "A Fooll's Errand" was variled,
but everywhere there vwas 1mmediately great .Interest in the
work upon publication. "The Raleigh 6bserver"'sa1d of the book
*1t is powerfully written work and destined, we fear, to do ae
much harm in the world as Uncle Tom!s Cabin, to which it 1is,

indeed, a companion plece".
In 1te first six weeks of publication, 5,281 coples
were 80ld; by the middle of 1880 more than 43,000. During the

summer of that year the book was printed simultaneously in
New York and Boston.By the end of the year 90,000 coples

(103) A Fool's Errand.- The Belknap Press of Harvard Universi

ty.Press Cambridge, Massachusetts.-1961.-Letter to the
Publishers.
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approximately were sold. It has been estimated that the total
sales may have reached finally 200,000 coples.

"A Fool's Errand" won for Tourgée a prominent place
in political and literary olrcles.

His most important work during the North Cgrolina
years, was "Tolnette", written in 1868-1869 and published in
1474 under the "nom de plume", Henry Churton. It was republished
under Tourgée's own name in 1881 as "The Royal Gentleman". This
novel was written during Tourgée's exalted feeling that slavery
debased the master as much as the slave, and that the Civil
War had scarcely affected the attitudes of the Southern whites
tovard Negroes.

In October the 4th 1879, he published "Figs and
Thistles", a success story of the rise of a young man fron
humble origins to wealth and political power in the North.

In October 1830 was published "Bricks without
sgraw', It is the story of the love and marriage of a Southern
planter and a New England schoolmistress, in which he advances
the 1dea that educatlon will solve the principal problems
created by Civil War and emancipation.

He published "John Eax" in 1882 and "Hot Plowshares"
in 1883. For a dogzen years he was a regular contributor to the
Chicago "Dally Inter-Ocean®. In 1837 he published "Black Ice',
and "Button's Inn"., Two more were published on 1888: "zighty-
Nine® and "Rock 0il Company".

Not one of his efforts brought him financlal success,
and he continued struggling against bankruptey. On 1897 he was
happy to accept from President McKinley an appointment as

it



Consul at Bordeaux, a post that he held until his death in
1905.

As an intelligent observer and partisan in South-
ern Reconstruotion, Tourgée was in an excellent position to
provide his contemporaries and posterity with an important
commentary and ocriticism of what he witnessed and experienced.
He was 1nvolved in the struggle to reconstruct the political
1life of his community; he was a champlon of Negro righ¢s,
having spoken in favor of Negro enfranchigement, and supported
programs that looked for the economic development and economial
independence of the Negro, He attacked race prejudice and Klan
violence.

Hig politzcal influence as a ocarpetbagger was by
no means unlimited. In North Cgrolina, as in many other
Southern States, carpetbsggers were in the minority and were
unable to wield declsive influece, 80 his ambition to represent
his distrioct in Congress, remained unfulfilled.



CHAPTER VII
A FOOL!'S ERRAND
l.~- Points of view about slavery of the Fool and

other characters of the novel.

This novel can not be considered properly an
antislavery one, but 1t showed the development that slavery
had after the Civil War. The author gave us his ideas on
slavery through his novel characters, speclally the Fool.

The Fool sald in the first pages of the novel that
as slavery has been broken, the country must develope and the
Northern soldiers could find homes in the South. But he did not
oconsider the tradition and the sentiments of Southerners "Oh,
he replied, there must be great. changes, of ocourse! Slavery has
been broken up, and things must turn into new grooves; but I
think the country will settle up rapidly, now that slavery is
out of thé way. Manufactures will spring up, immigration will
powr in, and it will be Just the pleasantest part of the
dountry. I belleve one-fifth of our soldlers - and that the
very best part of them too - will find homes in the South in
less than two years, Just as soon as they can clear oui theilr
0ld places, and find new ones there to sult thelr taste.

80 he talked, forgetful of the fact that the
goclal conditions of three hundred years are not to be over-
thrown in a moment®. (1O04)

A neighbor of the Fool, Squire Hyman, spoke of
what Southern people believed about slavery and he Jjustifiled
it as a divine right given to white people: "Well, now, I don't

(lo4) Ibid. p. 24
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think you ought to say that, madam. You see, you are blaming
a whole people whom, we are bound to admit, were, in the main,
honest in what they dld. If any one believed slavery to be

a divinely appointed and ordained institution, I can not see
how he could do otherwige". (105)

This man sald also Southerners believed the
abolition of slavery could not be permanent: "Undoubtedly, he
answered seriously, - many thousands of them, and are to-day.
In faot, you may say that the bulk of the Southern people
believed it then, and believe it now. They regard the abolitior
of slavery only as a temporary triumph of fanaticlsm over
divine truth. (106)

He insisted in the dilvine origin of slavery and
supported by preachers and religion as an unquestionable right
of white men over negroes: ¥I have been a slaveholder from
my youth, and ever since I could remember have heard the
ingtitution of slavery referred to in the pulpit and in
religlous conversations, not so much as a thing that might
be proved to be holy, but which was incontestably divine in
its origin and character, Just as much as marrlage, or any
other Christian institution. I don't think a minister who
had a doubt upon that subject could have found any market for
his religion here," (107)

The same man spoke about the people which wrote

against slavery, considering that they were fanatiocs of a

106) Ibid. p. 87

%10 i Ibid. p. 86
107) Ibid. p. &7
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religious idea, and even he recognized aslavery was sbuse of
men over other men, and he defended himgelf saying that they
were not so bad and unjust: "Now, the people who wrote those
books I can understand. With them it was a principle, a
religious idea. They shought it was a wrong and a sin which
they would do God's service to exterminate. They are what we
call fanatics. No one can blame them, only for not orediting
us with like sincerity. They might have done that, I should
suppose. Thsy made too much, too, out of the abuses of slavery.
It was abused, - no doubt of that, - and many bad things done
by bad men under cover of it; but they might have ocredited us
with honesty, at least. We were not all bad, nor all cruel
and unjust." (108)

The Fool sald to Squire Hyman that the South could
not endure its fallure which was the consequence of slavery:
"It is Just such intolerance as this, Squire, which makes 1t
next to impossible for the South to accept its present
situation. You all want to shoot, whip, hang, and burn those
who do not agree with you. It 1s all the fruit and outcome
of two hundred years of slavery® (109)

In a letter the Fool received from an old doctor,
George D. Garnet, after he publisghed a letter which threatens
him, it is sald that Southerners tried to protect the slavery
institution, and that yerhapa many generations shall pass
and even South and North shall think over the problem alike.

I must say that almost a century has elapsed from
it, and it hagppens that now-a-dsys they yet think alike:

1osg Ibid. p. 91
109) Ibid. p. 94
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8That civilization by which .you are surrounded has never
been tolerant of opinions which do not harmonize with its
ideas. Based and bullt on slavery, the ideas which were a
part of that institution, or which were necessary to its
protection and dewelopment, have become ingrained, and
essential to the existence of the comunity. It was this
development which was even more dangerous and inimical to
the nation than the institution itself. You must remember,
dear Colonel, that neither the nature, habits of thought,
nor prejudices of men, are changed by war or its results.
The institution of elavery 1s abolished; but the preJjudice,
intolerance, and bitterness which i1t fostered and nourlshed,
are still alive, and will live until those who were raised
beneath its glare have moldered back to dust. A new generation
perhaps many mew generations - must arise before the North
and the South can be one people, or the prejudices, recentments
and ideas of slavery, intensified by unsuccessful war, ocan
be obliterated" (110)

The Fool wrote to one of the Wise Men of the
Government and he called his attention on the persecution
that colored men suffer from the white, who do not want to
recognize thelr equality and he compares this persecution to
those of Queen Mary of England against the heretics of her
day: "... that slavery had been abolished, and liberty
established without distinction as to race, color, or previous
condition of servitude, while men were submitted to a

persecution not less bitter, and hardly lees sangulnary, than

{110) 1b1d. p. 107
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than whioch Bloody Maery visited upon the heretics of her
day." (111)

The Fool says of sglavery as a wrong and the sup-
presion of his rights to a man Just because he was born salve:
*The fact that a man had been born a slave did not, in his
eyes, affect the question of his inherent right; because he
regarded slavery simply as an unnatural and wrongful
accident®. (112)

When the Fool paid a visit to Doctor Enos Martin,
the latter said though slavery had passed, its moral element
oontinued alive, and its force as active as before the war:
u8lavery as a formal state of soclety was at an end: as a
force, a power, a moral element, it was as active as before"
(113)

2.- Civil Rights of Negro People during the

Reconstruction Period.

After the Emanoipation Proclamation, the Northern
People considered that the rights of a normel citizen hed
been given to the former slaves, but the Southerners thought
that in as much as colored people were lgnorant and had been
their slaves, they never would submit to the Government's
decislon on the question of the negro suffrage: "The practical
queation for you to consider 18, how far and how fast shall
the freedmen be enfranchised?You have today assented to the
assertion repeatedly made, that the South would never submit

111) Ibid. p. 232
112) Ibid. p. 337
113) Ibld. p. 30
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to 'nigger suffrage'. But agaln I say, the South has nothing

to do with that questlon either. The war settled that also'.

(114)

The author made the Fool express that the Govern-
ment should watoh over the freedmen, during theilr preparation
for the citizen life: "Besldes that, he thought it only fair
and honest that the Government which had cut the freedman
loose from slavery should watch over him until he could walk
erect in his nes state.® (115)

When the Fool is nominated as delegate to the
Constitutional Convention he promlsses equality upon both
races, but after the publication of what he had promissed, he
and his family became proscribed from the Southern Society:

"] ghall, if elected, favori-

l.- Equal civil and political rights to all men.

2.~ The abolition of property qualifications for voters,
officers and jurors.

2.~ Election by the people of all officers - legislative,
executive and Judicial - in the state, the counties, the
municipalities.

4.~ Penal reform: the abolition of the whipping-post, the stocks,
and the branding-iron, and the reduction of capital felonles
from seventeen to one, or at most two.

He— Uniform and ad valorem taxatlon upon property, and a
limitation of capitation tax to not more than three days!
lgbor upon the public roads in each year, or an equiwvalent
thereof.

6.- An effective system of publich schoolg'. (116)

31 Trig; B 23
118 Hid: 1
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As we gee, from what he promised, there were not
reasonsg for the Southerners to turn against him; and in the
last point of his program, we see that the problem is always
the same, public education and equality for both races.

¥hen Bob Martin, a freed slave, helped his colored
neighbors in an election, and refused to work without paymegt
for a white man, he became threated by the Ku Klux Klan: "When
there come an election, I sed my say, d1d my own votin',
an'tole de other colored people dey waz free, an'! hed a right
ter du de same. Thet's bad dooctrine up in our contry. De
white folke don't like ter hear it, and 'specially don't like
ter hear a nigger say 1t. Dey donft mind !bout our gettin!
on ef dey hev a mortgage, so't de ‘arnin's goes into ther
pockets; nor 'tout out votin' go long ez we votes ez dey
tell us. Dat's dare 1dea uv liberty fer a nigger.' (117)

3.~ Abuses of the Confederates over Negroes.

The former Confederates were not in accordance with
the enfranchlisement of negro people and they even consldered,
they had been outraged, because the Southern Government never
allowed a negro to be witness agsinst a white man, and because
the equality of rights that the Constitution gave both races
was an insult to Southern citizens: "The great subject of
contention between the opposing factions was to whether the
recently freed people ought to be allowed to testify in courts
of Justice.

What! said one of the speakers, 'allow a nigger to testify!

allow him to swear away your rights and mine! Never! Ve have

(117) Ibid. p. 186
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been outraged and insulted! Our best men have been put under
a ban; but we have not got so low as to submit to that yet,
Our rights are too sacred to be put at the mercy of nigger
perjurers!® (118)

When the Fool 1s attacked by some white people
who were not in accordance with his points of view, and one
of them suffered an accident, the negroes of the vicinity
became accused of having committed a murder. As they became
prisoners, not any formality was considered important, in
direct cause to the color of their skin: "The prisoners were
charged with the murder of Thomas Savage. They have been
arrested without a warrant, such formality not being consider-
ed important, as they were ‘only niggers'." (119)

Over this incident the author insists upon the
injustice that white people commit against negroes, Juet
because of the color of their skin. After he has proved their
innocense, the wife of one of them thanked him for saving the
father from being hanged without law‘ ¥... and thanking him
in the name of her helpless babes for saving their father
from being hanged without law or justice, !'jes! because he
vas a nigger!." (120)

Another sbuse of white people against the negro,
was they did not allov negro people to own land, horses or
carts: %... only to stop selling horses to niggers and letting
them erop on ghares. They sald they had made up their minds
that no nigger should stridesaddle hiw own horee, or ride in

19 7s
Ibid. p. 8
120 Ibid. p.
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his own cart, in this county.* (121)

As I have gald before, the author saild that one
of the outrages against negroes, was that based on the color
of thelr skin. Perhaps 1t wagpthe most important reason for
Boutherners to consider them a servile race, without conslder-
ing they have not given them any education in order to civiligze
them: "...the popular feeling in regard to the African
population of that section. That a servile race, 1solated from
the dominant one by the fact of color and the universally
accepted dogma of inherent inferilority, to say nothing of a
very general bellef of its utter incapacity for the civilizatiom
which the Caucasian has attained, should be looked on with’
distrust and aversion® (122)

The Southerners did not accept the equality, and
they refused to allow colored people to testify againgt them.-
Was the Emsncipation froclamation useless?"... the white people
of the South, by their representatives in the varlous
Legislatuwres of the Johnsonian period, had absolutely refused
to recognize this equality, even in the slightest matters,

by refusing to allow the colored people to testify in courts

of justlce against white men, or to protect thelr rights of
person anc property in any manner from the avarice, lust, or
brutality of their white neighbors." (123)

when a freed negro as Bob Martin was, refused to
work for white people, because the latter did not want to
pay for the work, or he tried to protect hie property, or

122) Ibid. p. 134

3121} Ibid. p. 106
123) Ibid. p. 136
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because he advised other negro peOpii’; to vote freely for
their candidate, the Ku Klux Klan whipped them*® "The sight
which presented itself to the Fool's eyes was truly terrible.
The broad muscular back, from the nape down to and below the
walst, was gashed and marked by repeated blows. Great furrows
were plowed in the black integument, whose greenly-1livid lips
were drawn back, while the coagulated fibrine streched acrosgs,
and mercifully protected the lacerated flesh. The whole back
was livid and swollen, bruised as if it had been brayed in a
mortar. Apparently, after having cut the flesh with closely-
laid welts and furrows, sloping downward from the left side
towards the right, with the preculiar skill in castigation
which could only be obtained through the abundant opportunity
for severe and deliberate flagelation which prevalled under
the benign ausplces of slavery." (124)

When Bob Martin explained the reasons the Klan
had to abuse him and hie family, he said that the Xlan consider
ed he was becoming too smart and theywsre going to give him a
lesson of manners® "I axed'em what they wanted o'me. Dey sed I
was glttin tu dam smart, an! deyti Jes' come roun! ter teach

me some little manners. Den they tied me tu a tree, an' done
what you've seen. Dey tuk my wife an 'oldes! gal out ob de
house, tore de close night about off' em, an' abused ‘'em
schockin! afore my eyes. After tarin! tins up a heap in de
house, dey rode off, tellin! me dey reckoned I'd larn to be

tgpectful to white folks herearter, an' not refuse to work

(12L) Ibid. p. 183
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unless I hed pay in advance, an! not be so anxlous 'bout
radlcal votes. Den my ole woman cut me loose, an' we went
into de house ter see what devilment dey'd done dar. We
ocalled de chillen. Dar!s five on'em, - de oldes'’ a gal ‘bout
fifteen, an' de younges! only little bettertn a year ole.

We foun! 'em all but de baby. I don! tink he ebber breaved
arter de do! fell on us.® (125)

The freed men asked for an . opportunity to work,
have their families, and have the civil and political rights
of a white man; they did not want the Government to have
freed them to continue in a slave position in relation to
their former masters: "I ain't no ocoward, Kunnel, an' I don't
want to brag; but I ain't feared of no man. I don't min!
sufferin' nor dyin?! if I could see any good to come from 1it.
I'd be willin! ter fight fer my liberty, er fer de country
dat give me liberty. But I don' tink liberty was any favor
ef we are to be cut up an! murdered jJes'! de same as in slave
times, an' wuss too. Bob!ll take keer of himself, an' his
wife an' ehlllen too, ef dey'll only give him a white man's
chance. But ef men can come to his house in de middle of de
night, kill his baby, an' beat an! gbuse him an' his family
ez much ez dey please, Jes' by puttin! a little black cloth
ober der faces, I may ez well give up, an'! be a slave agin".
(126)

The Ku Klux Klan attacked and murdered negro peopls,
who tried to be independant, to have properties and who
adviced ignorant colored people in the elections. The Fool

(126) Ibid. p. 187
(126) Ibid. p. 189
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received many letters from different counties, which expressed
all the felonies that the Xlan committed against white and
negro people who wanted a radical reconstrucstion of Southern
States: "Three colored men were whipped by the K.K.K. a few
miles from this place on Saturday night. One of them I do not
know: the others wers as good colored men as there ever were
in the county. The reason given was, that they had been sassy:
the true reason is belleved to be that they were acquiring
property, and becoming independent. Can nothing be done? Owr
people are becoming very much excited. I am afraid this thing
will lead to trouble.

The next was from still another county:

It seems as if things were getting too bad to
think of with us. Two white and three colored men were
terribly beaten in this county on Wednesday ni_.gh"s. On Friday
night two colored men were hanged. They were accused of arson;
but there was not a particle of evidence of thelr gullt:
indeed, quite the contrary; and they were men of good
character, industrious, and respectful.

Again from the same;

James Leroy was hanged by the Ku Klux on Tuesday
night, his tongue being first out out, and put in his pocket.
He was accused of having slandered a white woman. The truth
18, he was an independent colored man (though nearly as white
as you or I), who could read and write, and was consequently
troublesome on election-day, by preventing fraud upon his

fellows" (127)

(127) 1bid. p. 193
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¥hen the Fool receilved a threatening letter, because
he had denounced the Klan, he answered 1t, telling the outrages
that colored people had recéived from them: "The entry of the
premises, and surrounding the dwelling with threats against
the inmates; the selzure and destruotion, or appropriation of
arms; the dragging of men, women, and children from their homes,
or compelling theilr flight; the binding, gagging, and beating
of men and women; shooting at specific individuals, or,
indiscriminately, at inhabited houses; the mutilation of men
and women in methods too shooking and barbarous to be recounted
here; burning houses; destroying stock; and mgking the night
a terror to peaceful citizens by the ghastly horror of many
and deliberate murders, - all these come within the fearful
category of 'outrages'® (128)

In the same letter the Fool asked all the people
of Verdenton, why they accepted the condition which the Klan
had adopted to trouble peaceful citizens in the name of God
and the Btate: *No meeting of sympathy, no expression of
indignation, no utterance of horror, is heard from the !'people
of Verdenton and vicinity'. They have no 'duty to the country?
to perform when men are whipped, women beaten almost to a
Jelly (white women t00), ohildren made imbecile by fright, and
other outrages perpetrated upon the persons of citizens
dwelling %in the peace of God and the State!, within the limits
of this very county". (129)

I would ask, if now-a-days, anyone in the vicinity

of Birmingham, Alabama, has disagreed with the policy of the

Ibid. p.
(129) Toid: 5o 2ig
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gGovernment, of the State of Alabama, which has imprisoned negro
children.

Perhaps I must say that now as in the past century,
the Southerners consider negro people without rights and that
they may outrage them, at their will.

It happened that even the North people did not
believe in the reign of terror which the XKlan had established
upon the Southern States. Perhaps they heard so many stories
of cruelty, that even they might consider an exaggeration of
the Northerners who lived in the South as the Fool: "They were
people, too, whose story of wrong had been so long in the ear
of the public, that 1t was tired of the refrain. It had yielded,
very slowly and unwlllingly, to the conviotion that slavery was
an evil, and the colored man too near akin to white humanity
to be rightfully held in bondage, and subjected to another!s
will." (130)

The Fool was astonlshed at the cruelty of the
Klan composed of men who considered themselves good citizens,
and good Chrilstians. "And then the wounded, - those who
escaped the harder fate, - the whipped, the mangled, the
bleeding, the torn! men despolled of manhood; women gravlid with
dead children! bleeding backs! broken limbs! Ah! the wounded
in this sllent warfare were more thousands than those who
groaned upon the slopes of Gettytourg!® (131)

The Klan was presented by the Fool as an

assoclation of Southern gentlemen, that had no personal hate

130) Ibld. p. 2
§1§1§ Ibid. 8. 2?%
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towards any one of the persons they vislted, but who considered
the negro people still as slaves, and did not want to have
them as integral part of the country, thinking at the same
time that white people should rule: "It is said that the first
organization was instituted in May, or perhaps as late as the
1lst. of June, 1868; yet by August of that year it was firmly
established in every State of the South. It was built upon

an lneradicsble sentiment of hostility to the negro as a
political integer, and a fierce determination that the white

people of the South, or a majority of that race, should
rule, - Af not by the power of the ballot, then by force of
skill, brain, and the habit of domination.® (132)

4.~ Bcornful sentiments for white people who tried

to help for the enfranchigement of the Negro.

When Metta Servosse arrived to her new home, she
tried to have good relations with her neighbors; so she invited
a group of Northern Misslonary Teachers, to Thanksgiving
Dinner. But after the vislt of these ladles to her house, she
knew that the Northern people, who came to the South, were
seen with scornful sentiments! %It was really charming to gee
them, 80 fresh and girlish, Just from loving homes and tender
friends, coming away down here on a noble errand, where they
are despised and insulted for the very good they perform® (133)

Squire Hyman explains to Metta Servosse, and to
the Fool why they feel so towards the Northern citizens: " *0Oh~-
nothing - that 1s - nothing of account - only - you know,

(135 o o2
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Colonel; we can't help thinking that any one that comes from

the North down here, and assoclates with niggers - can't - Etg

well - can't be of much account at home'. Vs
tAnd you call teaching colored people assoclating

with them?'! asked Comfort.

'Well, of course, in a manner,' answered the squire
hesitatingly.

'And you doubtless think it disreputsble to
assoclste with such teachers?!

'Well, Colonel, I'm glad you mentioned 1t. I
didn't want to broach it myself, being a delicate subject,
you know; but it 1s so counted by the best society, you
know.'" (134)

The Northern people were for the Southerners
untrustworthy men, specially when they went to the political
meetings, and did not express thelr thoughts: ®Mr. Chairman, he
8ald, 'I gee there 1s a man on the ground who has lately come
among us from one of the Northern Btates, whochas been here
all day listening %o what we have said, whether as a spy
or a citizen I do not know. It is currently reported that he
has been sent down here by some men in the North to assist in
overturning our institutions, and putting the bottom rail on
top. I understand that he 1s in favor of soclel equiality,
nigger witnesses, nigger Jurles, and nigger voters. I don't
know these things, but Jjust hear them; and it may be that I
am doing hip injustice. I hope I am, and, if so, that an

opportunity will now be given fér him to come forward and

(134) Ibid. p. 52
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deny them® (135)

¥hen a ocouple of Northern Minlsters came to
Verdenton, the Southern people hated them because they
denounced slavery. The whole inecident is told to Colonel
Servosese by 8quire Hyman: "‘here were a couple of Northern
Minigters, - Wesleyans, I belleve they called themselves, -
who couldnt!t mgke out to hold their tongues, but were
a-spoutint' an! argyfyin! around here as if the Lord hadn't
given them any instructions, only to abuse and denounce
slaveholders and slavery." (136)

"Well, asked Servosse, is the rest of the
inoldent true, that about dragging the ministers from the pul-
pit, bucking them across a log, and beating them?® (137)

When Ministers wanted to help negro people, they
were unpleasant for thelr own church, so they were dismissed:
"Resolved, that brother Deacon Ggorge V. Garnet be dropped
from the roll of this church, b ecause he walketh not with us.
And subsequently, on the same day, at the request of brother
george D. Garnet, and to show that it was not from his bad
morel character that the sald church refuses longer to
fellowship with him, the following was added to said
resolution as explanatory of 1t; to wit: 'but persists, after
repeated warnings and advice, upon organizing, encouraging,
and teaching in a negro sabbath school, by which he has made

himeself a stumbling-block and means of offenese to many of

zlzzi Ibid. p.
Ibid. p. 92
137) Ibid. p. 93
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the members of sald church?. (138)

I must say that to day, precieely negro preachers
encourage negroes to make a real integration in the United
Btates of Amerioa.

When Judge Thomas Denton prosecuted an indiotment
against a white man for killing a negro, he made a simple
question to each Jury, and it was very difficult to find
twelve jurors without racial prejuiice: "Have you any feeling
vwhich would prevent you from convicting a white man for the
nurder of a negro, should the evidence show him to be guilty?
Strange and discredltable as it may appear to you, it became
necessary in addition to the regular panel, to order three

writs of venire, of fifty each, before twelve men could be

found who cbuldsanswer this simple question in the negative®.
(139)

The white people who tried to help negro people
became proscrits to the Southern Society® "The ban of
proscription spared neither age nor sex, and was never relaxed.
In businees or pleasure, in friendship or religion, in the
market or the church, 1t was omnipotent. Men were excluded
from the Lord!s Communion for establishing sabbath schools
for colored people." (140)

White people who wanted radical reconstruction were
whipped in the same manner that negroes: "They took him out
and whipped him, because they sald he was a 'nigger-loving
Radical". (141)

¥
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They were shipped also when they had friendship
with Northerners and Rgdlcals: "He's been your friend, Colonel,
-glways your friend; and he thinks, and I think too, that whet
he's been made to suffer has been more on your account than
his own. You know they‘ve been a-threatenin' and warnin! you
for some time, and you haven't pald no heed to it. When they
rode off last night, they told Jesse he might tell his
tdamned Radical Yankee friend Servosse that they were comin!
for him next time!" (142)

Even they were assassinated because they have
Radlcal Ideas’ "His courage and organizing ability were
unquestioned, and under his lead it was well known that nothing
could prevent the County of Rockford from continuing to give
overwvhelming Radical majorities. John Walters was gullty of
this offense, no more! And for this he was killed® (143)

Up to date, by the radical integration problem,
there have been outrages for instance the burning of Rev.
Martin Luther King's house. On June the 13th, 1963, "El1 Uni-
versal' informed that in Jackson, Migs., took place the
brutal murder of the negro leader Medgar Evers, in the drive-
way of his home, on his return home from a civil righte rally,
and that President John F. Kennedy expressed shock, and the
local negro community was reported very angry and upset.

H.—- Political Ideas on Reconstructilon,

Northern people bellieved that as the clvil war

had ended slavery, from there on raclial prejudice ocould

ima; Ibid. p, 201
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finigh: "glavery has been broken up, and things must turn
into new grooves; but I think the country will settle up
rapidly, now that slavery 1s out of the way® (144)

Also they thought, of managing labor, in g dif-
ferent way. They belleved that the new freedmen would not
work with their former masters: "It seems to me that the only
way to effect 1t 1s by the influence of Northern inmigration.
0f course, the 0ld economies of the plantation and the negro-
quarters will have to give away. The labor of that section must
be organized, or rather taught to manage itself, to become
automatic in 1ts operations.. The former master 1s not prepared
to do thisi First, because he does not know how; and, secondly,
because the freedman has no confidence in his 0ld master's
desire to promote his interests" (145)

The Northern people sent missionaries to the South
in order to help negro people and teach them: "They are
employed by the Missionery Association to teach in the colored
schools that have sprung up all over the South like magic, and
are real 'missionaries' in the very best sense of the word".
(146)

Their neighbors spoke of Colonel Servosse with
contempt and thought of him as an abolitionist, because he was
friendly to the Northerners who came to the South in order to

increase the enfranchisement of the Negro: "Our readers will

Ibid. Pe 27

Ibid. p.
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regret to learn that the Canadisn Yankee Servosse, who has
bought the Warrington Place, is one of those fanatical
abolitionists whose infamous doctrines were the real cause of
all the suffering and bloodshed of the last four years. Our
citizens had extended many favors to him, and our lailes had
ghown very marked courtesy to his family. Instead of apprectat-
ing these things, he has chosen to slander our first ladies by
comparing them with the nigger schoolmarms who have come down
here to teach soclal equality by example" (147)

The most difficult thing of Southern people
chgracter was indeed pr: juiice. Many of them were as ignorant
as colored people’ "It is strange how credulaus they are,
though. An old country-woman, who came along with some things
to eell the other day,sald she had heard that the colonel
hgd come down here to try and *‘put the niggers over the white
folks!, and wanted to know if 1t was true! she had a snuff
stick in her mouth, and neither she nor ler two grown daughters
could read or writel! It is wonderful how many there are here
who are so lgnorant; and those who are not lgnorant are full
of strange prejudice against all who are not of their own
particular set, and think and believe just as they do®. (1u8)

When the Fool <tried to help the negro people who
lived in Warrington, he sold them little pleces of Land: His
white neighbors critlcized him, because they thought he
wanted to promote nigger equality, and indeed it was true:
"There was some fault found with the sales which he made to

147) Ibid. p.
El&g Ibid. 3. ?%
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colored men, on the ground that it had a tendency %o promote
'nigger equality!® (149)

What was more terrible to Boutherners was the ldea
that negro people could testify against a white man in a Court
of Justice. They believed that it was a terrible offense made
to them by Northerners: "The great subjlect of sontention
between the opposing factlons was as to whether the recently
freed people ought to be allowed to testify in courts of
Justice.

'What! sald one of the speakers, 'allow a nigger to testify!
allow him to swear away your rights and mine! Never! We have
been outraged and insulted! Our best men have been put under
a ban; but we have not got so low as to submit to that yet.
Our rights are too sacred to be put at the mercy of nigger
per Jurers!" (150)

8quire Hyman, a Southern character, spoke to
Metta Servosse of the prohibition that the Confederate Govern-
ment issued, i1n order to prevent expansion of abolitlionism, of
abolitionist papers and abolitionist books, because they
congldered that these kind of reading should made the slaves
insurrect: "Well, sald he, !'there used to be mobs about it
too; at least we used to get very much excited a& the idea of
people “ringing what were called gbolition books here, to stir
up our slaves to lnsurrection; and probably did some things

that had as well not have been done" (151)

;1&9 Ibid. p. gé
}150) ibid. p. 58
.151) Ibid. p. 86
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The Fool sald to 8quire Hyman that North and
South oould have never agreed in their ideas; but not only
they 414 not agree, even they did not trust each other.

I should like to know if today they trust each
other, because certainly they do not sgree on the same points
of view, about the racial problems.

"That was quite impossible, Squire, sald Servosse.
Ve could never have agreed. I have learned enough of the
former state of affalrs here already to see that. Each party
distrusted the other's sincerity, and deapised the other's
knowledge. War was inevitable: gooner or later 1t mugt have
come. Why, even now we can not agree in regard to the incidents
flowing from emanoipation, - the mere corollaries of the
problem God has wrought out for us in the blood of our best®
(152)

The Fool thought that the most dangerous point of
view of Boutherners was the intolerance to the thinking and
opinions contrary to their own: &%,..the most dangerous and
difficult element of the future, at the South, is the
irrepresible intolerance of the opinions of others. You deem
digagreement an insult, and opposition a crime, which justifies
any enormity. It will bring bitter fruit, and you will sgee
ite. (153)

Perhaps Squire Hyman and the Fool did not see the
harvest of bitter fruits; but indeed, now, a century later

thelr descendants are recollecting suoh frults.

152) 1bid. p.
153) Ibad. % 3%
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The author sald that the former masters were not
prqpared to allow the situation in which the South lived,
after the Civil War, and indeed the gslaves were better
prepared to endure such a situation, because they had been
trained during their period of slavery: ®The feedmen, dazed
with new found liberty, orowded the towns and camps, or wander-
ed simlessly here and there. Hardly poorer that their late
masters, they were better prepared for poverty. They have
been indurated to want, exposure and toll. 8lavery had been
a hard school; but in it they had learned more than one
legson which was valugble to them now. They oould endure the
present better than their old masters! families, and had
never learned to dreal the future®. (154)

The Northerners found hostile reactions when they
settled in the South, because of their ideas over slavery.
The author presented both points of view before the war
started and they are completely different: *Northern idea of

slavery.
Slavery is wrong morally, politically and economically. It is

tolerated only for the sake of peace and quiet. The negro 1is
a man, and has equal inherent rights with the white race.

Southern idea of slavery.

The negro 1s f£it only for slavery. It is sanctioned by the
Bible, and 1t must be right; or, 1f not exactly right, is
unavoidable, now that the race is among us. We can not live

with them in any other conditions® (155)

(334 Did- . 130
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After the war ended, slavery was abolished; but
the 1deas about negro people were almoat like those before
the war’ "The Ngrthern idea of the gituation.

The negroes are free now, and must have a falr chance to make
themselves something. What 1s claimed about their inferiority
mgy be true. It 1s not likely to approve itself; but, true
or false, they have a right to equality before the law. That
1s what the war meant, and this must be made secure for them.
The rest they must get as they can, or do without, as they
choosge,

The Southern idea of the situation.

We have lost our slaves, our bank gtock, everything, by the
war. We have been beaten, and have honestly surrendered:
slavery ls gone, of course. The slave is now free, but he is
not white. We have no 1ll will towards the colored man as such
and in hisg place; but he 1s not our equal, can not be made
our equal, and we will not be ruled by him, or admit him as a
co-ordinate with the white race in power. We have no objection
to hig voting, 80 long as he votes as his old master, or the
man for whom he labors, advises him; but, when he chooses to
vote differently, he must take the consequences." (155-bis)
The author believed there were in the South many
Unionists, who thought slavery was ;he place for an inferior
race, because they had been slave-owners and had lived in a
world in which slavery was a normal situation® "There were

throvghout the South thousands of men who were Unionigts pure

(155-bis) Ibid. p. 139
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and simple. As a rule, they had no sympathy with the anti-
slavery 1dea which had come to permeate the whole mental
life of the North. Slavery was to them as much a matter of
course as any event of their every-day life. Very many of

them were hereditary slave-owners. The inferlority, inherent

and fore-ordained, of the colored men, was as much an artiole
of falth with them as any portion of the Sacred word. Not
only this, but they believed with equal sineerity that the
normal and proper sphere of the inferior race was slavery"
(156)

As I have sald before, the possession of anti-
slavery books was a orime for the Confederate Government.
But many of the Southern Unionists had eirculated such books
end helped fugltive slaves to escape. Even they did not bear
arms during the Civil War:-"Others, in the ante-war era, had
eirculated books and pamphlets in regard to slavery, Yo _be
found in possession of which was a capital crime. Otherﬁ had

helped fugitive slaves to esogpe to freedom, with the terrors
of Judge Lynch'e rope and fagots before thelr eyes. Others
still, upon being consoripted into the Confederate ranchs,
had refused to bear arms, even when put into the front rank
and under the hotest fire of battle" (157)

In a meeting, some one told the Fool about a man
who was found in possession of a sediclious book; so people
vwas afrald to speak with him, because of public opinion: *I

remember when a men was prosecuted here 1ln this very county

156) Ibid. p. 1k
1’557; Ibid. p. 149
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for havin' a seditlous book- one about slavery, you know -

in hls possesslion, and lendin' it to a friend; and people were
almost afraid to speak to him, or go ball for him. You Northern
people don't know any thing gbout what we call public opinion
here® (158)

The Fool, in a letter he sent to a Senator gave
his opinions about the Reconstruction; in it he considered
Reconstruction would not be successful, because of the dif-
ferent kinds of people which the Government tried to mix up.
The population was composed of white cultured people, with
power and all the rights and ignorant negroes, who were former
slaves, without any rights: "From a party stand-point, you will
allow me to say that I do not think that a party composed of
the elements which must constitute the bulk of our party in
the South under the present plan of Reconstruction can ever be
permanently successful. At least two-thirdsg of it must not
only be poor and ignorant, but also inexperienced and despisged.
They are Jjust freed from servitude; and the badge of that
servitude, the leprosy of slavery, still clings to them.
Politically they are unclean; and the contamination of their
association willl drive away from us the bulk of the brain,
character, and experience which has hitherto ruled these
gtates, and through them the nation, Not only this, but
thousands of those who went with us in the late electlon will
fall away when they find themselves and their families focused
in the eye of public scorn and ridicule". (159)

(28] Tbia. p- 136




- 109 -

The author sald that after the success of the
Republican Party, they belleved that Reconstruction was over,
and that peace and harmony were reached. People thought that
the South might take care of its own affalrs, and old questions
gshould be given up: "The South must teke care of itself now.
The nation had done its part: it had freed the slaves, given
them the ballot, opened the courte to them, and put them in
the way of self-protection and self-assertion. The !root-hog-
or-die! policy of the great apostle of the instantaneous
transformation era became generally prevalent.?" (160)

In a letter that the Fool wrote to his friend
Dr. Enos Martin, he inslsted on the inconveniences of the
Reconstruction and sald, that a great percentage of the
Southern population did not know how to read or write,
neither owned land nor even had enough money to subslst
without the help of their former masters: "The freedman is
Just an impotent now of all power of self-protection as he
was before the ballot was given him, -nay, perhgps more so,
as an unskilled person may injure himself with the finest
of Damascus blades. Pray keep in your mind my former oclas-
sification. Of every hundred of the blacks, ninety-five at
least can not read or write, ninety-five are landless, and
at least eighty have not sufficlent to subslst themselves
for thirty days without the ald of those who are opposed to
them in political thought with an intenslty of prejudice you
can not begin to understand®. (161)

160) Ibid. p. 16
5161 Ibid. g. 17
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In order to protect the helpless citizens, the
Fool thought that the Government should interfere in the
South. When Bob Martin, a former slave, was attacked, he
expressed high thought: "If it keeps on, and grows general,
regponded the Caucaslan, 'the Government will have to
interfere. The necessity will be such that they can not
resist 1t. I don' quite see how it can be done, now that
these States are restored; but the Government must protect
the lives of 1ts citizens, and 1t ought to protect their
liberties® (162)

The Fool was right, now a century latter, the
Federal Government has interfered to protect the life of the
negro oltizens ed their liberties in the recent conflict
of Birmingham, “lgbama. President Kennedy has given orders
vo the Army to protect those lives.

The Fool received a letter from an unknown person,
vho said that the freedmen and the South Unionists, after
reoceiving the Government support, should demonstrate they
were capable to take care of themselves: PIf the colored
people and the Union men of the South expect to receive the
approval, respect, and moral support of the country, they
must show themselves capable of self-Government, able to
taeke care of themselves. The Government has done all 1t can
be expected to do, - all it had power to do, in fact. It has
glven the ocolored man the ballot, armed him with the weapon
of the freeman, and now he must show himself worthy to use it.®
(163)

62) Ibid. p. 18
&8? Ibid. g- 23%
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The author thought that the Klan scorned the
Reconstruction Acts, and he considered that never white and
colored people could rule together: "How they laughed to
soorn the Reconstruction Acts of which thewise Men boasted!
How boldly they declared the conflict to be irrepressible,
and that white and black could not and should not live
together as coordinate ruling elements! How lightly they told
the tales of blood, - of the Masked Night-Riders, of the
Invisible Empire of Rifle Clubs and Ssber Clubs (all organized
for peaceful purposes), of warnings and whippings and
slaughters! Ah, it is wonderfull® (164)

When the Fool visited his old friend Dr.Enos
Martin,they talked sbout Reconstruction. The Fool sald that
i1t was a great fallure, becsuse 1t was lmpossible to mix wp
different elements, with the only guarantee, written on a
paper, of the rights of the recent freed colored people. He
asserted that the only thing whioch interested really the
Nation was to defend itself asgainst disruption: #... the
dootrine of 'ttate Rights' 1s altogether unimpaired and
untouched by +hat has occurred, except in one particular;

to wit, the right of peaceable secession. The war settled

that. The Nation asserted its right to defend itself agalnst
disruption.

Did it not also assert its right to re-create, to make over,
to reconstruct? asked the elder man,

Not at all, was the reply. Reconstruction was never asserted

as a right at least not formally and authoritatively. Some did

(164) Ibid. p. 253
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80 affirm; but they were accounted visionarles. The act of
reconstruction was excused as a necessary sequence of the
fallure of attempted secesslon: "It was never defended or
promulgated as a right of the nation, even to secure its own

safety.” (165)
The Fool thought that slavery was not ended Just

because the Proclamation of Emancipation, he believed that
the real work was to begin‘ "... if slavery wers extinct. I
do not mean to combat the old adage that 'it takes two to
mgke a quarrel?; but that is just where our mistake -~ the
migtake of the North, for the South has not made one in this
matter - has been. We have assumed that slavery was dead,
because we had a Proclamation of Emancipation, a Constitutional
Amendment, and 'laws passed in pursuance thereof!, all reciting
the fact that involuntary servitude, except for crime, should
no more exlst. Thereupon, we have thrown up our hats, and
crowed lustily for what we had achleved, as we hal a good
right to do. The Antislavery Soclety met, and congratulated
itself on the accomplishment of 1ts mission, on having no
more worlds to conquer, no more oppression to resist, and no
more victims to succor. And therewon, in the odor of 1ts
gelf-landation, it dlssolved 1ts own existence, dying full
of good works, and slmply for the want of more good works to
be done." (166)

The Fool was sure that North and South never
could think alike, because thelr roots and eduvcstlon were
completely different, and I agree with him ir euch: thought:

(165) Ibid. p. 378
(166) Ibid. p. 380
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"At the North.- Abolitionist.- Ope who favor the emancipation
of elaves.

At the South.- Abolitionist.-~ One who favors emancipation ¢
infidel ¢ murder ¢ thief ¢4 ravigher ¢ incendiary ¢ all hell's
accumulated horror, 'not otherwise appropriated!." (167)

At the North.- Ogrpet-bagger.- A man without means, character
or occupation, and adventurer, a camp—follower, !'s bummer?.

At the South.- Carpet-bagger. - A man of Northern birth ¢

abolitionist (according to the Southern definition) ¢
incarnation of Northern hate, envy, spleen, greed, hypocrisy,
and all uncleaness." (168)

If both opponents thought in such way and mis-
ubderstood each other, how could they be at the same time part
of a Union? How could they trust and have confidence in the
other part? How could the North try to unit white and colored
people? How could the South accept 1t?

21673 Ibid. p. 178
168) Ibid. p. 180
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CHAPTER VIII
MY COMMENTARIES ON A FOOL'S ERRAND ABOUT THE RACIAL

PROBLEM IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

The war indeed could not change the thoughts of
white Southerners about their rights over the negro slaves.
Emancipation had freed them but Southerners dld not accept 1it.

8t111 in our days they conslder negroes only good
for low works. I have read in the Magazine U.S. News & World
Report, June the 2U4th, 1963 edition, that even now they
congider them only good for cheap jobs. It happens in our
days that negro workers unemployment is double as compared to
that of white men, according to such magazine.

In any way, perhaps Tourgée might be happy, if he
could see that it is precisely in North Carolina, where he
lived, and which was the scenery of BA Fool!s Errand®, that
the volunteer desegregation programs sre becoming a successful
pattern all over the South.

Biracial committees have been working in Durhanm,
Charlotte, Raleligh, Winston-Sglem and Greensboro, in order to
open hotels, restaurants, theaters and stores that hawve been
segregated. Jobs, once reserved for whites, are now being
offered to Negroes.

In other states these valunteer desegregation
programs are spreading.

On June the 10th, 1963 Nashville, Tennessee, has
Joined to these programs, in the same date in Orlando, Florida,
they have agreed to hire Negroes.
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Knoxville and Memphis; Tennessee; Atlanta,Georgila;
Loulseville, Kentucky; Baton Rouge, Loulsiana have begun a
program of interracial co-operation. (169)

As Southerners did not want To accept the equality
of negro people, they instituted the Ku Klux Klan, in order
to protect the white interests, and also they tried to prevent
negro people from getting the benefits of education and politi
cal rights, Just to have them as they were in the old slave
times.

On the contrary, negro people had some leaders wno
helped them, who worked for equal rights of both races, and
for the complete education of the negro race.

When I read the Ku Klux Klan outrages against negro
people in the novel ®A Fool's Errand", practically tolerated
by authorities, and that they pretended to act in such way in
protection of the interests of the white race, and I compare 1t
with present day facts, I wonder if the difference of white
pursuers of negroes nowadays 1s only that they are not clad in
the Klan costumes.

The descriptions read in Tourgée's work %A Foolts
Errand" about the scornful sentiments in the Southern States
towards the Northerners, partisans of the negroes and who
helped them, in our days they are not so acute. Perhaps the
1little improvement which has occured in a century and speclal
ly because laws and the attitude of public officials are in
favor of integration, allow us to conclude that such gcornful

sentiments are dlsappearing.

(169) U.8.News & World Report.— Vol. LIV No. 25.- June 24,1963.
ed’ “ion.- Washington, D. C.
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The attitude of President Kennedy, introducing into
Congress law projects recognizing the equality of negro and
white people to education facilities, to equal treatment before
Justice, no preferences to white people in transportation,
restaurants, cinemas, etc., and equality in rights to work
for both races, means to me a true advancement which honors
him. On the contrary, the attitude of George C. Wallace,
Governor of Alabama, announcling that even he will oppose
personally the entrance of negro students into the Alabama
University 1s; that he favors the same point of view of the
members of the Ku Klux Klan described by Tourgée, a century
ago,

As migunderstanding was the maln fact for the
secession war, it was almost 1mpossible that a successful
reconstruction might come. One 1s the vietory of weapons,
and another i1s the victory of thinking. One hundred years have
elapsed now, and even we may find everywhere in North and
gsouth that dlscrepancles continue to be very similar to those
vhich astonished the observers of the facts, in the 7th
decade of past ecentury.

Amendments to the Constitution and even the
political submission of the Southern States to the ideas of
NMhern S8tates, victorious, are idealistic or intellectual
arrangements; but the evolution of a soclal status 1s a very
different thing, which can not be attained by laws or ordin-
ances.

Integration is a matter of schools, of religion,

i
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of economical falrness, and of civil equality, which can not
be reached easlily, Integration, just as 1t is demanded now by
negro people, 1is a desperate ory for equality. Racially or
ethnically, bloods may keep apart by themselves. Even law
and repression can not prevent miscegenation. Integration,
from this point of view, 1s not the prineipal present matter,
nor was 1t a century ago.

It 1s simply social equality.
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CHAPTER IX
SINCLAIR LEWIS

Sinclair Harry Lewls was born in Sauk Centre,
Minnesota, on February the 7th, 1885. Son of a small town
doctor, he was educated in publich schools. He graduated from
Yale on 1907; although he left college for a time, to work
at the Helicon Home Colony, a soclallist experiment
in New Jersey.

He was for a. time a reporter, after engaging in
hack writing travel in the Unlted States. Afterwards, serving
in an editorial capsacity for several publishing houses and
magazines, he began to write fiction.

He had published a book for boys entlitled "Hike
and the Aeroplane® under the pseudonym of Tom Graham,

His first adult novel ®Our Mr. Wrenn' was published
on 1914; it attracted favourable critical attention, but
fev readers. fe wrote other minor novels such as "The Trail
of the Hawk", published on 1515 and "The Innocents" on 1917.

At the same time he was wrltling with ever increasing
success for so popular magazines as Saturday Evening Post
and Cosmopolitan. His stories were read by millions and
brought him popular fame. This work constituted an apprentices
ship in his craft, but he never lost sight of hle ambition to
become a serious novelist.

His first distinguished work of fiction was "The
Job", published on 1917, a reallstic novel of 1ife in New

H+
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York City.

On 1920, with the publicatlon of "Maln Street",
he achieved wide recognition. It made indeed his literary
reputation., This work caused considerable excitement for 1ts
satiric characterlzation of what was consldered to be a
typlcal, American town, flctlously called Gopher Prairie but
largely Sauk Centre. It describes both the narrowness of
life in the main street of the United States and the hollow-
neas of & superficial intelectuallsm, that desplged main
street without having anything better to offer. It was born
of the new mood of natlonal self-consciousness, which followed
World War I, and became a text of numerous attacks upon
provinciallism,

This novel was followed by "Babbitt¥, published
on 1922. It 1s the satirical study and portrayal of the
complacent American businessman, whose individuality had
been sucked out of him by rotary clubs, business ideals and
general comformity. It 1s possible that this novel had more
effect upon public consclousness than any other written in
English in that decade. It was not only Lewls's most
important novel, but in opinion of many critics, 1t was hilsg
best one. Its influence was so vigorous that the word babbitt
became part of the American Language, as a derogatory term
for Amerlican businessmen.

On 1925 he followed his success with "Arrowsmitht,
a satiric but sympathetic study of a doctor and the medical

i
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profession, with emphasis upon the frustration of fine
scientific ideals. It was awarded the Purlitzer Prize on
1926, which its author refused to accept. This novel shares
with Babbitt, the title of his best work. Lewis has written
nothing so significant as his novels of the 1920's. His
literary style becomes leas subtle, and his portralts are
caricatures rather than satires. The scope of later novels
is more limited, and his early fire and indignation have
turned to jesting.

"Elmer Gantry", published on 1927, was a pamphle-
teering attack upon the lignorant, gross, hypocrite and
predatory leaders who had crept into the Protestant Church,
while this novel aroused wide controversy, it was far less
successful as a work of art than previous books.

He published on 1928 "The man who knew Coolidge",
which 18 a depictlion of a mediocre busineassman,

Lewis was married to Grace Hegger on April 191k,
and hed a son, Wells, who was killed in World War II.
Immedlately after a divorce, he married Dorothy Thompson, &
newspaper columnigt. Of this marriage he had a son, Michael.
His second marriage ended in divorce in January 1942,

"Dodsworth®, published on 1929, generally ranked
with his better novel, is a sympathetic portrayal of a
retired United States automoblle manufacturer and hils wife,
while in a European tour. It offered Lewis a chance to present
effectively the contrasting values and mannern of Europe and
the United States, and the very different temperaments of
the man and hig wife.
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On 1930 Lewls became the first American author,
awvarded the Nobel Prize, for distinction 1n world literature.
In the 1930's Lewis showed an interest in dranma,

collaborating in the writing of four plays: "Dadworth", written
on 1934, collaborating with Sidney Howard. "Jayhawker®", also
written on 1934, is a story about Kansas before the Civil
War, written in collaboration with Lloyd Lewis. "It can't
happen here", in collaboration with John C. Moffitt, was
written on 1936, and in the same year "Angela 1s Twenty Two",
Two of them were dramatlzations of his novels. He acted
professionally in these dramas, but not too asuccessfully in
the last two.

Later, on 1933, he published "Ann Vickers", novel
about a woman social reformer.

On 1934 was published "Work of Art", a story of a
successful businessman,

"It can't happen here! published on 1935, presented
a future faclst revolt In the United States. In this novel
he shows a shift from a large-scale social analysis to a more
immediate political concern, with a blas seemingly in favor
of middle class liberalism.

He was elected to membershlp in the National
Ingtitute of Arts and Letters on 1935.

On 1936, Yale University awarded him an honorary
D. Litt. Degree.

Also he became elected to join the American

Academy of Arts and Letters on 1933,
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In the fowrth decade were published "Selected Short
Storlies" on 1935, and "The Prodigal Parents" on 1938, a story
of family relations. "Bethel Merriday" on 1940, about a girl
in a theatrical touring company. In the fifth decade were
published *Gideon Planish" on 1943, an exposition of organized
philanthropy; "Cass Timberlane" on 1945, about the marital
problems of a middle-sged Minnesota judge and his young wife;
"Kingsblood Royal" on 1949, showing raclal prejudice as met by
a midwestern banker who finds he has some Negro blood, and "The
God Seecker? on 1949, about a New England Missionary preaching
to Minnesota Indians,

"world so Wide" was his last novel. It was published
on 1951. It 18 the story of the romances of a Colorado young
man with young Amerlcan girls, during a trip in Italy.

He died on January the 10th, 1951, in a nursing
home near Rome. His ashes were burled in Sauk Centre.

After his death were published, on 1951, a
collection of letters entitled "From Main Street to Stockholm¥,
and "The Man from Main Street?, on 1953, which contalns
essays and ephemera.

Sinclalr Lewls was primarily an ingenlous satirist
of the American middle Class, with its characteristic human
frallty and pretension, mimicking its speech and actlon with
vwhat seems to be photographic realism. fle was better at good
humored caricature than at character.

Critics have accused him of romanticism in over-

stressing hls effects, and often declare that he kimself
###
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proves that his charges agalnst American Culture are Just.
Because Binclalr Lewls remained the discerning
boy from Sauk Centre, he wrote of his love for his American
fellows and was ilmpatient because they failed to realize
their potentialities.
His critics, summarizing his work, betitled his
literary atyle, while admitting ite vigour and effectiveness.
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CHAPTER X
KINGSBLOOD ROYAL,

1.~ Prejudices of white people towards negroes.

Kingsblood Royal is a sharp oriticism agalnst the
Northern white people prejudice for oolored or other racep
which live and work with them.

The author presented these feelings in the begin-
ning of the novel, when he explained that there was an
exclusive section in the City of Grand Republic, where
ocolored people or any other race were not allowed to live
in: "Mr. William Stopple (and remember that no long ago
he was mayor of Grand Republic) privately alvises you
that Sylvan Park is Just as free of Jews, Italians,
Negroes". (170)

The principal character of the novel, Neil Kings-
blood, a well considered citizen of Grand Republic, told
his wife that the manager of the Bank where he worked,
was terribly prejudiced towards people which had no British
or French ancestries, but that he himself consldered negro
people as inferior, the more the negro mald who worked for
him and his family, to whom he has an unreasonable sentiment
of disagreement: "I've always consldered Mr. Prutt too
conservative. He thinks that only people like us, from

(170 Kingsblood RoKal.- Sinclalr Lewis. Randscm House.-
New York.- 1947.- Page 10.
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British and French and Heinle stock, amount to anything.
He's prejudiced against Scandinavians and the Irish and
Hunkies and Polacks. He doesn't understand that we have a
new Amerl.oa. S8till and all, even hating prejudice, I do see
where the Negroes are inferlor and always will be. I realized
that when I saw them unloading ships in Italy, all safe, *
while we white soldiers were under fire. And Belfreda
expecting to get paild like a Hollywood star - and still out,
at midnight!® (171)

Though Neil Kingeblood said that in the North
there was no discrimination, he considered there must not
exist miscegenation, and asked his wife how she would like
to have their daughter married to a negrot "I'm glad that
in the North there's no discrimination sgainst 'em - going
to the game public schools with our own white kinds. Some
day I suppose Biddy might have a desk right next to a little
pickaninny.

I don't know that it will hurt that little snob particularly!
sniffed Vestal.
No, no, sure it won't, as long as it's only in school, but
how would you like it, 1f your own daughter married a
Negro?® (172)

Neil Kingsblood remembered when he went to
school, where he had a negro classmate, and he told his
wife the disagreeable feelings he had, notwithstanding that

the colored boy was as white as the others: "That colored

1713 Ibid. p. 12
172) Ibid. p. 15
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fellow in my olass all through school - what was his name? -
Emerson Woolcape, was 1t? - he always seemed quiet and decent
enough and yet it always irritated me to see that black face
of his among all the nlce white girls.

- Come to think of it, his face wasn't black. It was as falr
as mine; we'd 've all thought he was white if they hadn't
$old us he was part Negro. 8t111 and all, when you knew that,
you thought of him as being black, and 1t made you sore to
see him ghowing off and answering questions when Judd and
Eliot had falled on 'em®. (173)

I would like to know, if Emerson Woolcape was
80 white as the others, why to think of him as a negro? I
consider that intelllgence is not excluslve property of a
determined race, so why to be astonisghed because he was
intelligent?

As I have sald before, white Northerners were
prejudiced towards negro pecple who gerved them. A friend of
the Kingsbloods Judged that the only way to endure them is
to whip them, and that the educated ones should be put down
in lgbor work, or, better, should be sgent back to Africal
fYou got to fire that nigger tonight. I always told you they
were dogs. If you don't whip ‘em, they don't respect you.
Wod, I hate the whole black mess of ‘em. I know a fellow
from Washington that's right on the inside, and he claims
Congress 1s going to bring back slavery. That would be the
smartest thing they ever done. Wouldntt I like to see one of

these nigger college professors sent bark to making cotton,

(173) Ibid. p. 16
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and lald over a barrel and getting fifty lashes if he
bellyached! Nuts, you got mixed up, said his wife genially.
¥hat the fellow sald was the big guns in Congress are think-
ing about moving all the darkies to Africa. That would be a
dandy idea®. (174)

Robert Kingsblood explained to his brother
that in his Firm they never hired negro workers, and for this
reason they had no prodblems. I think it 1s unjust to deny
any person the right of working for ite living only because
he or she is a colored human belng: "You kids want to know
how to handle the niggere and not have any trouble? I'll
tell you how to handle the niggers and not have any trouble.
At My Firm, we never have any trouble with the niggers, and
we never have to fire them, because we never hire any oftem
in the first place! That's the way to handle *em and not
‘have any trouble. See how I mean? Same time, I don't know
as I blame Belfreda much, getting sore when you called her
a nigger right to her face". \175)

Finally, when Vestal Kingsblood fired the
negro mald, Nell trying to be a comprehensive white man,
ghook hands with the negro boy, who used to be friend of the
mald; but, with hidden contempt, Neil told him to walt in
the kitchen for Belfreda: "He resolutely moved over, like

a small but very select .company, to shake Borus's hand.
There was a moment's trial of strength, Borus's steel claw

against Neil's fist, and then Borus smiled. Nell liked that

smile s0 much that half a minute passed before he remembered
to be a superior white man and to say, with the grave courtesy

{1;5; Ibid. b 54
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which 1s the essence of 1insult, would you care to sit down
in the kitchen, Mr. Bugdoll, while Belfreda packs?" (176)
After Neil's inquires to know whom his
ancestors were, he went to talk with Gramma Julle, who was
his motherts mother, and when she told him that perhaps they
had some Indian blood, the white prejudice appears in Nellls
thoughts: "We may be part Chippewa ourselves, you and me.
Chippewa? sald Nell, not very brightly.
¥hy, you Lhaven't got any prejudice agalnst our having some
Indian blood? sald the old lady, with a foxy glance at her
husband.
No, no, certainly not! declared Neil, with an -extraordinary
lack of conviction. I haven't any prejudices against any
race. After all, I was in the War Against Prejudice!® (177)

We, Mexicans, can not understand such a
sltuation, because almost our whole population has mixture
of Indlan and white bloods, and even many persons are proud
of the Indian blood they may have.

Constinuing with his inquiry, wanting to know
vhom his French ancestor was, and if he had really married
an Indian girl, Neil went to the Minnesota Historial Soclety,
vhere Dr. Werweiss told him that Xavier Pic was a full-blooded
Negro, and that according to the thinking prevalent in the
Southern States and in some Northern ones, 1t does not
matter how white the descendants might be, they would be
considered as one-hundred percent Negroee: Neil's face could

176) Ibid. p. 2
51‘;7 Ibid. p. 5;
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not have changed, for Dr. Werwsiss went on, quite cheerfully;
"0f course you know that in most Southern States and a few
Northern ones, a Negro 1s defined, by statute, as a person
having even one drop of Negro blovd, and according to that

barbaric psychology, your soldier friend and any children
he may have, no matter how white they look, are legally one-
hundred-percent Negroes". (178)

I can not accept that a person be qualifed
as negro, only because his great-great-great-grandmother
might be of negro race.

A3 soon as Nell knew he was a Negro, he felt
he himself could be only an animal, that he might be only a
low worker and that he had to be humillated by white people,
because these were his thoughts when he considered he was a
white man: "To Nell to be a Negro was to be a Belfreda Gray
or a Borus Bugdoll; to be Mac the porter, obsequious to
white pawnbrokers; to be a leering black stevedore on the
docks at Naples, wearing an American uniform but not allowed
to have a gun, alloved only to stagger and ache with shoulder-
ing enormous boxes; to be a fieldhand under the Delta sun,
under the torchlight in salvation orgies, an animal with
none of the animal freedom from shame; to be an assassin on
Beale Street or a clown dancing in a saloon for pennies and
humiliaton®. (179)

When he was certain that he was a negro, he

began to think that perhaps the white prejuliced ideas might

(378 Ind. b 6
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be a lle, and if he were a negro he had to know what a negro
really is: "All right. If Bid 1s a Negro, then everything
I've ever heard asbout the Negroes - yes, and maybe everything
I've heard about the Jews and the Japs and the Ruaslans,
about religion and politics - all of that may be a lie, too.
<= If you are a Negro, you be one and fight as one, See if
you can grow up, and then fight.

- But I've got to learn what a Negro is; I've got to learn,
from the beginning, what I am!® (180)

Nell began to learn that even there being laws
which forbid the exclusion of Negroes in public places, the
manager of a hotel might tell him with courtesy that the room
was glven before, Jusy because a white guest of the hotel
had complained because he had been accepted where he does
not belong: "In the vast hidden lore of Being a Negro which
he was to con, Neil was to learn that in many Northern

states, including his own, there is a civil rights law which

forbids the exsluslon of Negroes and members of the other
non-gountry-club races from hotels, restaurants, theaters,
and that this law worked fully as well as had national
prohibition.
White hotel guests snorted, "Why can't these niggers stay
where they're wanted, among their own people, and not come
horning in where they don't belong?® (181)

Randy, a captain friend of Nell, sald that

war was over, and that the Government had given some

180) Ibid. p. 67
181) Ibid. p. 71
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decorations to negro soldiers only to keep them from a mutiny,
but Wilbur Feathering, another Grand Republic citizen, made

a suggestion for keeping them apart from white soldiers: "Hell,
no! Randy explained. As I often say, all the nigger troops
were insubordinate and afrald of cold steel. The high command
Just handed out a few decorations to 'em to keep 'em from
mutiny , so we wouldn't have to sghoot the whole bunch. A
colonel told me that. But Wllbur Featkering has a fine
suggestion. We'll cook up a separate homecoming for the
zlgaboos, on Mayo Street; parade and fireworks and banners
and some portion of a horse like Congressman Oberg to make

an oration. We'll tell 'em that we didn't want to have 'em
get lost in the white shuffle, so we're honoring ‘em special.
Thoge niggers are so dumb they'll believe 1t®, (182)

How could these white people belleve that
negroes would accept they were honored speclally, if they
have been considered always lese than animals?

These same citizens said that since the
Recons truction period negroes had not evolved intellectually
and that the only appointment they could get should be clty-
hall Jjanitors: ®What makes you think those niggers could be
Senators?

They ‘were!
Oh, I get you. Wasn't that in Reconstruoction d ays? Feathering
explaine that. It was because those niggers were Just out of

slavery, where they'd been trained in industry and obedlence.

But since then, with all this loose freedom, the colored

(182.):To:d. p. &2
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folks have simply gone to hell in a hack intelleotuslly, to
say nothing of their immorality, and today there isn!t one
of them that's fit to hold down any appointment higher than
city hall Janitor®. (183)

The first time Nell looked at a colored man,
in a position of a white one was when Dr. Davis visited hin
in the bank, because he had never pald attention %o them before:
“Dr. Davig was a negro, his face the color of dry brown bright
eutumn leaves in the sun. Neil had heard that one of the
dismaying exigencies of the war had been that the Wargate
experimantal laboratory had had to hire this colored fellow,
Davis - oh, a good enough chemist, a Doctor of Science from
the University of Chicago, but still and all, just a darky.
fhat certainly showed, didn't it (agreed everybody at the
Boosters Club luncheon), how hard-up we were for manpower.
Though 1t was a question vhether any conceivable contribution
tc the war effort could Justify a precedent like that, of
giving a white man's Job to a tough dinge. God knows what 1t
might lead to!" (184)

Mr. Prutt, the manager of the Bank where Nell
worked, answered him at his request of hiring two negro
clsrks, that negro people belong to the 8outh, and that after
they got an education they might return there, because the
customers of the Bank d1d not agree with the l1dea that those
Jobs be given to colored people: *My boy, I¥ pleased that
you take a liberal attitude toward the Negro. T long for the

Ereeg
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dey when they'll get a decent education and be able to take
their stand right alongside white laborers - in their own
Bouthland. But they don't belong up here, and the kindest
thing to do 1s to let 'em starve till it penetrates their
thick heads that they ought to hustle back South .... Besides
our cuctomers would kick like hell!" (185)

As Nell wanted to know everything about the
negro race, he began to go to the section where they lived,
and he visited one of thelr churches. In that church he
heard the sermon of a negro preacher, Dr. Brewster; but it
did not help him very much, because cf his colored ancestry
the law of many States made him black: *It did not mean very
much to a young man who wanted to know what was the right
course for a person whom God had made white, but whom the
legislative enactments of many God-fearing States of the
Union had made black" (186)

Prejudiced people inslsts always in the 1dea
that a drop of negro blood, makes a person & negro. Then how
could he be ralsed and developed as a white person he having
negro blood? Whites do not accept them, and negroes neither,
because of their white skin.

At last Nell found his former schoolmate who
had also & little negro blood. He asked for the old days and
remembered a teacher. Emerson Woolcape told him that such

teacher asserted him that learning algebra was to waste time

(185; Ibid. p. 87
(186) Ibid. p. 99
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in his particular case: "Emerson spoke with a drawl that
was on the insulting side. What she sald to_me, one time
after class, was that she was consldering only my welfare,
and for a boy of my race to learn algebra instead of short-
order cooking was "my, such a waste of time!" (1&7)

I ineist; why consider intelligence, the
property of a cerfain race? Why not allow any person who
wants to acquire a good education to obtain it and get a Job
in accordance with that education?

Emerson Woolcape told Neil that a long time
might pass in order that negroes might be consldered as an
integrant part of the American population, or at least to be
considered as human beings: "Emerson explained that we dlsllke
both terms intensely, but we conslder them slightly lesa
ruffling than nigger or coon or jig or spade or smoke or any
of the other lgbels by which white ditch-diggers indicate

their superiority to Negro bishops. We expect it to take a
few more decades before welre simply called Amerilcans or
human beings® (188)

Mary Woolcape explalned Neil that her gran -
daughter Phoebe notwithstanding she was vwhite, began to feel
the humiliations with which white Nortern people abuses
them, and she sald that in the South they were considered

as dogs and became usted to that situation; but in the North
they encouraged them to think of themselves as human beings,

and in reality they humiliated them every moment: "That child

i187 Ibid. p. 106
188) Ibld. p. 108
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is Just beginning t0 learn the humiliation that every Negro
feels every day, partiocularly in our self-satisfied North
Milddlewest. In the South, we're told we're dogs who simply
have to get used to our kennels, and then we'll get a nice
bone and a kind word. But up here we're told that we're
complete human beings, and encouraged to hope and think, and
as a congequence we feel the incessant little reminders of
supposed inferiority, the careless humilistions, more than
our Southern cousins 4o the fear of lynching. Humiliationi
That's a word you white people ought to know about!" (1&%)
Mary Woolcape told Neil the injustice with which
her elder son was treated, notwithstanding he was an economics

teacher, graduated summa cum laude. He teached in a Negro

College in Georgila, where he had an incident, which determined
his assassinatlon in the police station: "But he tried to do
what his Southern acqualntances advised and to play the game -
a game in which the other side always makes the rules. Then
when he'd been there only a month, a policeman stopped his
car and acted as 1f he'd stolen it. This man had seen Bayard
around the college - he knew that though he was so pale, he
was classed as colored. He was 80 viclous that Bgyard forgot
and talked back, and they took him to the police-station and
sald he was drunk - he never even touched beer - and he got
angry and they beat him. They beat him to death" (190)

I ask what is the difference between this situation
and that of the old slave times, when a negro was not allowed

to testify against a white man.

(189) Ibvid. p. 111
(190) Ibvid. p. 113
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John Woolcgpe became the first raceman in Grand
Republic and he became g member of the N.A.A.C.P. (to this
assoclation belonged Medgar W. Evers, the negro leader who
was assassinated June the 12th, 1963) : "John was the first
raceman in Grand Republic to hear of the founding of the
N.A.A.C.P. - the National Assoclation for the Advancement of
Colored People, the Grand Army of the Negroes - and at its
convention in Minneapollis, he met Mary, who, like himself,
was imperceptibly colored". (191)

The young negrees, as Ryan Woolcape, spoke about the
N.A.A.C.P. consldering that it must have appeared a generation
before. They critlclzed the negroes who were humble in front
of white people, and they thought the attitude of Uncle Tom
a hunilliating situatlon: "Brewster 1s a nice guy, but he's
still the favorite of a lot of foot-kissing Uncle Toms, and
he's still cspable of preaching a sermon where a sinful
white man - but emart and rich - is converted by a dumb wooly-
head that can't pay his poll-tax. No, Mum, you shouldn't have
t0ld me the news about 8Simon Legree, if you wanted me to
stick to Christianity and mild manners®. (192)

Dr. Shelly Buncer of the Sylvan Park Baptist Church
told Nell Kingsblood that even though he belonged to the new
way of thinking, he may endure to be sitting down with negro
intelleotuals, but not to hdve them for dinner at his house:

%"As I told you, I belong to the New School. I wouldn't in the
legst mind, say at a Convention, sitting down with Negro

£1913 Tbid. p. 11
192§ Ibid. p. 12
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intelleotuals. But to have one for dinner in my house - oh
no, my friend! That would not be kind to M They aren't
used to our way of living and thinking. Can you imagine any
Negro, no matter what theological training he might pretend
to have, being comfortable with Mrs. Buncer, who 1s highiy
interested in Scarlattl and the harpsichord, and who studied
at the Fort Wayne Conservatory of Music? No, Neil - not!¥
(193)

Ae I have sald before, intelligence 1s not a
privilige of any race. How can white people want negroes to
be high intellectuals if they had not allowed them to have a
good education? I must say that those negroes who are well
educated 1t 1s more due to thelr own effort than for the
facilities given them by white people.

Martha Dgvis could not understand that Dr. Dgvls
was a nlgger who 4id not know his place. For her and for
many other people he was a scholar, an honorsble man!: *Martha
never could understand that her husband was a Fresh Nigger
Who Didn't Know His Place. To her he was the most exact
scholar, the most honorable man, the gayest companion, and
the tenderest lover of whom she had ever heard". (194%)

Dr. Davis spoke to Nell of the situatlion in the
Border States, in relation to the discrimination, saying that
even in the South they are more comprehensive‘ "It's the
inconsistency of discrimination that gets the poor Sambo

down. In one town in the South he can shop in any department

(137) Ihid- »- 133
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store and ride on the front elevators and hig wife can try on
the clothes; and in the next one, forty miles away, he isnit
allowed to enter any decent white store at all, and gets
pinched if he tries 1t, and the elevators are !imorowed
even in twenty-story office bulldings. For years we parishs
may buy magazines in the white waiting room of a station,
then suddenly we're arrested by a blg peckerwood cop for
going in there at all", {195)

¥When Neil Kingsblood talked with his new friends
belonging to the negro race, he became informed of the think-
ing of Northern white pepple and the situation prevalent about
them in Jjoining clubs, or about good jobs: "No, get it
straight, Little White Father; in this democratic Northern
town, they don't lynch Negroes - not often - but they tell
us every day that we're all deseased and filthy and oriminal.
And do they believe 1t? Hell, no! But they make themselves
believe 1t and then they make other people believe it and
so they get rid of us as rivals for the good Jobs that they!d
like themselves.
But what inspires us here in Grand Republic is that the vile
Ethicpe 1s not allowed to Join the Y.MC.A., the very well-
endowed assoclation to spread the example of Chrlst. So that
his brown body won!t contaminate the swiming pool and poison
the feeble little sone of sons 0f so and 8o of white
contributors to African missions". (196)

Now I must refer to the U.S. News & World Report
Magazine, which says that in many places in thie Southern

50 B 3
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8tates the biraclal committees are working in order that
olubs and public places became opened on desegregated basis,
for instance in "Atlanta on June the 12th, 1963, the swiming
pools were opened for both races. In Loulsville they have
integrated golf courses. This city has passed a law to
prohibit raclal discrimination by businesses that are licensed
to serve the publich. (197)

Mr. Denver, one of the cashlers in ths Bank where
Nell Kingsblood worked, speaking with Neil about a negro
walter of the restaurant where they were, sald that he was a
man who dknew hls place, and at the same time he oriticized
the young negroes who do not want to submit to their former
vhite masters: "Mr. Denver agreed, Yes, he's a fine old
fellow. Never gets fresh or tries to act llke he was white.
He knows hie place and does just what he's told and says
!Thank you' instead of trying to make you think he owned the
hotel, like some of these flip young niggers would'. (198)

Patricla Saxinar, cousin of Neil Kingsblood was
interested in colored people. She liked to encourage them,
80 she astonished Neill when she sald that the D. A. R. had
never been auxillar of the Ku Klux Klan, because the first
man killed in the American Revolution was a negro: "I want to
deny thls rumor that the Daughters of the American Revolutlon
are the women's auxiliary of the Ku Klux Klan, because there
are no .Negroes in the Klan, but there must be a lot of them
in the D. A. R. since the first man killed in the American

{197) U.S.News & World Report.- Vol. LIV NO.25.- June 24, 1963
Edition.- Washington, D.C.
(198) I;ingsgéood Royal.- Sinclair Lewis.- Randsom House,- 1947,
age .
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Revolution was a Negro® (199)

The education background that Captain Philip
Windeck had, was useless to him because of his race, sc he
ocould get only a minor job, although he was prepared by his
war years to do something in accordance with hils knowledge:
#I'd like to earn a little money and get married and take
my wife back to school with me. I thought, with some
engineering and a little aviation experience, I might get =a
Jjob. Well, the alrfield here and the automobile dealers all
turned me down, but I've been lucky enough to get back the
Job I had before I ever went to engineering school- washing
and greasing cars at the 0'Toole Cut Rate Garage". (200)

Neil Kingsblood wighed to go with his wife Vestal
to hear the Reverend Dr. Jat Snood, a white segregationist
preacher. Neil never wanted before to hear about this kind
of preachers; but when he became certain of his negro
ancestors, he began to inquire about the white people prejud-
ices towards the negro race. S0 Vestal, who did not know
sbout the psychological problem of her husband, was
surprised and protested: "Why, I'm surprised at you, wanting
to hear a vicious Ku Kluxer like Snood and hls race-prejud
dces!® (201)

Finally Neil and Vestal went to Dr. Snoodls
sermon, where they heard a religious Justification in order

to make of the negroes the permanent servants of the white

§199§ Ibid. p. 16

200) Ibid. p. 17
201) Ibid. p. 181
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people, and at the same time this preacher spoke shout a
Jewigh plot, intending to make the negroes the new masters:
"I haven't sald so much about our colored friends tonight,
but you come tomorrow night and I'll reveal something about
those black and accursed Sons of Beal, whom God turned black
for their ancient sins and made into the eternal servants of
the white man. I'll tell you about the Jewlsh plot to put

all of us under the black heel of these degenerates something
the newspapers are afrald to print, and thatill make you

8it up in your seats and shiver*. (202)

I do not believe that the negro people wanted to
be rulers; instead of that, what they want 1s equality and
good treatment for them and thelr familles.

Vhen a group of o0ld friends meet together, they
begin to talk about the great immigration of negroee into
Grand Republic; so, everyone of them gave their points of
view about the problem and Neil heard all the stupld prejudic
ed ldeas they expressed. For ianstance only white Southerners
could know the psychology, blology and hilstory of the negro
race. The Southerners are authorities in these subjects.

But certainly the main prejudice is around
miscegenation, as it has been always, white people consldering
that negroes are not really human beings: "It ain't a question
of prejudice; 1t's Just a matter of freedom to choose your
own associates; and let me ask you this: Would you like your
daughter, sister or aunt to marry a colored man, now answer

me honestly". (203)

(202) Ivid. p. 186
(203) Ibid. p. 195
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When e Southern newspaper man talked with Neil
Kingsblood about the Jobs that negroes may have, he apoke of
Dr. Ash Davie and he sald he has a good Job and that he
deserves it: "Luclan sald earnestly, No, I believe thoroughly
in Segregation. It prevents conflicts. But I also belleve in
scrupulosly seeing that the Nigras get accomodations exactly
as good as ours. For example, there is a Nigra chemist here
named Dr. Ash Davis, and while I don't want to intrude on his
home or have him intrude on mine, he deserves the best of
everything"., (204)

Ag soon as Pat Saxinar, Neil's cousin knew she was
negro, sald that perhaps white were not superlor as they
believed: m"All of you are assuming that you are superilor to
the 'colored people!, which isn't obvious to me at all. I've
been infuriated by diserimination against extremely nice
colored sallors, and I've wanted to do something about 1t,
end nov that I'm colored myself, I shall!" (205)

At a meeting in the best club of Grand Republic,
Rod Alwick spoke of negro people, saying he has not any
prejudlce and that 1f segregation existed it was at the request
of the negro leaders: "I have no prejudices, the Army and Navy
have no prejudices, I presume God has no prejudices. We had
hoped that these tinted gentry had learned their lesson of
playing the game in the former war. We gave them every chance
in thls - even made a Negro general and a number of colonels!

And if there was any segregation, it was alwsya and only at

izou Ibid. p. 20
205) Ibld. p. 213
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the request of their own colored leaders, who frankly admittdd
that thelr black lambs were not up to the strain of associating
with the whites®. (206)

It 1s unbelleveable that the same negro leaders
asked for segregation, and we have the best proof in ‘an opposite-
sense, when in recent days one of such leaders became assassinat
ed because he fought for racial integration.

Mr. Prutt, the manager of the Bank where Neil Kings-
blood worked, called him as soon as he knew that Neil was a
negro, and expressed that negroes mist not be educated, in order
that they do not get false 1deas of their situation in front of
the white people: "As a born Yankee, I have always had great
commigeration for you colored people, and have always maintained
that 1t would be more charitable not to educate you beyond the
fourth grade, so that you will not get false ideas and realize
how unhappy you are. But in your case, I suppose your white
blood outweighs any inferior stock, so I imagine that you have
always been truly loyal to this Institutlon, as certalnly this
Institution has always been loyal to its employees". (207)

As soon as Neil lost his Job for being a negro,
he began a great struggle to find a new one, and he became
ashamed of his war injuries.caused when defending the freedom
of white / mericans, because white refuse to give Jobs now to
black Americans. He felt he would be a pensloner, with very
1little resources, only for being a negro: "Even 1f some day

the Government should give him a vastly larger allowance for

2063 Ibid. p. 224
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having been wounded, he did not think that he could endure
settling down as an 1dle pensioner, with all 1life a dreary
poor-farm, and Vestal and Biddy a cautious meagerness beslde
an ambitionless loafer®. (208)

Diantha Marl, who was the wife of the owner of the
two newspapers in Grand Republic, spoke of the liberality of
her husband for defending negrag in editorials, .saying that
negroes could do a jJob ae well as whites, but those newspapers
had never employed any negro: "Her husband!s papers were very
liberal about Negroes, and stated editorially that there wae
no reason why they should not be employed at any work whatao-
ever, provided they could do 1t as well as any white man:
"These newspapers had never employed any negro®.(209)

As I have said before, I consider neither intelw
ligence nor ability to be the speclal property of any race. So
I can not understand denying any person his right to work,
only because of the color of hls skin.

The author explains to us the foollshness of
persons who, without knowlng what they are talking about Judge
only with a prejudiced mind, because in some occasion they
had heard an opinion or a reference: "I donit know anything
about anthropology and ethnology and biology and all that
sllly highbrow Junk, and you can say what you like and quote
all those long books, but I tell you there's a darky family
living right down the alley from us where they keep goats, and

I know and I'm telling you that the darkies ar: inferior to us,

aos; Ibid. p. 275
209) Ibid. p. 295
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and I'm not going to have'em working in any store or bank or
office where I have to go. I'm sure I wish'em all the good
luck in the world, as long as they stay in their places. And
folks that say the colored folks are Just like you and me -
why should I pay any attention to ignorant talk like that - they
don't really belleve a word they say". (210)

The author explains that after World War II in
some Northern citlies appeared organizations very similar to
the Xu Klux Klan, which pretended to drive negroes to the
Souﬁh, and had all Negroes fired from thelr Jobs and not allow-
ed to get new ones. How could things like these happen after so
many years from the Civil War? Reelly it 1s unbelievable: "The
Sant Tabac was a new organizatlion, founded in Grand Republiec:
and likely to spread to other Northern clities. It was a
congpiracy to drive as many Negroes as possible back South. To
prospective members who thought that 1t resembled the Ku Klux
Klan, the organizers explained, No, there is to be no violence
whatever. In fact, we want to protect the colored people-
from their ovn leaders, who!d like to get them into riots, to
please the Xremlin. “e won't stand for any lynchings, or even
any beatings - not unless the mokes act nasty and rile the
cops. Qur policy 1s entirely benevolent and constructive: to
get all nlggers that have grabbed off white ment!s Job in the
North fired, and no new ones hired". (211)

Even belng graduates of a University, as Dr. Ash

Davis, they were fired fror their Jobs, and it became very

Ezlo; Tbid. p. 313
211) Ibid. p. 315
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difficult for them to get a new one; even 1n colleges they
oould not get a teaching position, and the presidents of such
colleges answered saylng they were not prejudiced! "He could get
no appointment in any white college, including one that had
intended to give him an honorary degree. There were a few, an
inereasing group, of Negroes on university staffs, but Ash did
not have that luck. The college presidens lovingly answered -
vhen they answered at all - that while they had no 'prejudices!,
not one prejudice, all of their present band of hope and light
were likely to objJect to working with a brownskin®. (212)
Childhood is the most cruel age of human beings,
because little ones hear what elder people say and children
talk then without thinking in the offenses they might cause.
The two sons of the Staubermeyer family were precisely those
who made Biddy Kingsblood.became acquainted witk the knowledge
of having negro blood: "He sald and Tessie sald, If I was a
nigeger, I was a slave, and slaves aren!t good for nothing
except to take off thelr clothes and parade around in front of
thelr masters, bare-naked. And then Mrs.Straubermeyer, she was
listening to us from the porch -
She was?
- and she sald no, they dildn't ought to make me undress, it
was too cold, but it was a good Joke on me, though, my daddy
was s0 high and mighty and he wasn'!t nothing but a nigger,
she sald, and I better get out of there and go home. And I
went". (213)

{212 Ibid. p. 319
213) Ibid. p. 331
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As T have sald before, it happened that some kind
of Ku Klux Klan appeared and they made threats to Neil Kings-
blood: "Two evenings later, he found their carrier-brought
newspaper on the lawn, torn to pleces, and next morning, a
straggling sign 'Nigger get out' had been painted on the side
of thelr garage. That day, though the organization was suppoéed
to be dead in Grand Republic, he got a full-dress Ku Klux Klan
warning: 'You better get out of this nelghborhood quick, dont't
think we are foolling this 1s sent to you in the name of the
oross of Christ, decent womanhood and American clvilizationt.!
(1)

(214) Ibid. p. 33S.
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2.~ Negro feelings toward white people.

The negro mald who worked for the Kingsbloods
called thelir attention, because they named the dogz "nigger!
and 1t was a contemptible sentiment towards the negro race:
"...I guess you folks Just desplse all the colored people, dont
you!

It was the first time that either of them. had ever heard a
Negro mention the race; and there was feebleness and embarras-
sment 1n Vestal's plaint,

Why, what do you mean?

Calling Nigger, Nlgger, Nigger at the front door that way.

But my dear, it's the dog's name. Always has been.

Hakes 1t worse, calling a dog that. We colored people don't
like the word 'niggert!, and when you act like dogs and us are
Just the same - " (215)

Some negroes believe in the superiority of the
white race and they seemed very satisfled in working for them,
an example of a character like this is Drexel Greenshaw, who
belleved that negroes must not agitate looking for equality:
,..It's Just as I told that a little fool, Belfreda; if she
didn't get along with a fine lady and gentleman like that, 1t
was all her fault. My race will never have any trouble with
high-class white people. I keep telling these colored agitators
like Clem Brazenstar that they 4o more harm to my race than
any mean buckra, and they laugh at me and call me an *Uncle

Tom!! Thoge radlcal scum don't know nothing sbout aristocratic

(215) Ibid. p. 23
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gsoclety. I'm tickled to death to serve a gentleman like Captain
Kingsblood, that couldntt never be nothing but a gentleman,
nohow". (216)

Also negro people are prejudiced against white
people and even they do not like miscegenation, and it is very
well explained by Mrs. Woolcape who was thinking of the friend-
ghlip of her grandaughter Phoebe with a white boy: "....our young
lady calmly up and announces that she is also in love with
Bobby Gowse, who's a wild stage dancer here, and with our
neighboring boy, Leo Jensing. But Leo 1s white, so of course
we wouldn't like that.

Are you prejudiced against white people, then? wondered Neil.
Her husband raged, 'She certainly is, and I keep telling her
that with her education - I only finished grade school,

myself - she has no excuse for condemning a whole race. I tell
her that if she 1s patient and looks for it, she'll find Jjust
as many kind-hearted and understanding people among the whiltes
as in our own race ... But I'm also somewhat opposed to
intermarriage, though only because there are so many people,
both white and black, who have been denled the power to love
and so they are envious and do all the harm they can when

they see a mixed couple who love each other so much that they
are willing to stand social exile". (217)

Ryan Woolcape expressed his disdain for Dr. Jat
snood, who has sald that he was sent by God in order to send
back into Georgla all the negroes who lived in the Northern
States: "I've just been in God's holy temple, listenling to

21 Ibld. Pe 5"‘
5217§ Inid. p.1i0
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the Reverend Dr. Jat S8nood, that Xansas Fundamentalist
Evangelist and all-around bastard. I doubt if I'd ever nave
gotten in if the ushers had known I'm a spook, blast their
worm-eaten souls and slimy handshakes. But I did, and I heard
Snood explain that Jesus wants the frosen-toed Christians up
here in Minnesota to chase all us niggers back to Georgla.

So the Captaln must exouse me if I get rough. when I find one
of the pious ofays here in this low shack®, (218)

Dr. Buncer, who used to be the counselor of Neil
Kingsblood, sald that really segregation was instituted to
protect negroes from the evil-minded men of both races: ",...I
spent an entire month working in a gettlement house in
Shreveport, Loulsiana, where I learned that segregation in the
South was instituted not to discriminate against the Negroes,
but to protect them, from the evil-minded men of both races,
until such time as they grow up mentally and are able to face
reality like you and I and other white men do". (219)

I have never thought that negro people lived out
of reality and I believe that those who d0, are the white men,
because the oclalming of negroes is for EQUALITY and nothing
else. They do not need to be protected by dilserimination laws,
but by the equal treatment for both races.

The new friends of Neil Kingsblood bellieved that
the Northern B8tates were acting worse than the Southern ones,

"because in the North Jobs were denied to negroes or payed less

to these for the same work "So far you are! srdd Clem rudely.

5218 Ibid. p. 123
219) Ibid. p. 132
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But the Bouth 1s getting better - less lynching, more of us
voting, equal pay for teachers in some places. S0 the North is
getting worse, very obligingly, Just to keep my Job going®.
(220)

Dr. Ash Davis explained to Neil that there were in
Grand Republic some people who being preachers, were recruting
for new organlzations similar to the Ku Klux Klani "Ash Davis
explained to Nell, at the Bar-B-Q, There's two or three Snoods
in this towmn, fhough Jat runs the biggest crap-game of them
all, -and they've trained their congregations as perfect reoruit:
for the Ku Klux Klan. They arén't so comic when their gangs of
Christian knighte beat up frightened 1ittle brownskins and burn
their houses. As a friend of our race, do you think there's
anything you can do with Mr. Snood?" (221)

The author gives us the ideas about prejudice told
by the 0ld negro Clem, that alnostg all white people had:
"Pre judice is the most precious birthright of the ignorant,
and if the seven wisest men in the world, in person and sober,
were for seven straight hours to argue that a Negro like Ash
Davis 1s as aimirable a voter and dinner-companion as the
average white bootlegger, any properly reared Southerners,
partioularly if a woman, would at the end only smile polite'ly
and answer, !'You boys don't understand the Nigras like I do,
and how would you like to have Nigras marry your seven
daughters?!® (222)

VWhen Nell Kingsblood became humillated by his old
friends for being a negro, he began to understand that the

220) Ibid. p. 144
222} Ibid. p. 2
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inferiority complex of the negro race in front of the white,
made the nogroes feel the desire of murdering their white
masters: SAnd when he was looking after Diantha, he saw Major
Rodney Aldwick, standing by one of the big white pillars, erect,
arms folded, watching him, not sneering but Just amused. Neil
knew then the lmeo-iooeening inferiority that comes to the
virtous slave and turhs him to raging murder®. (223)

Drexel Greenshaw said to Neil that if he wanted to
sucoeed as negro, he might be humble in front of the white
people, because they had the powe® SLet me give you a little
friendly advice, Feil. You ought to get steady job and be humblc
to white folks and know your place and not step out of 1%, and
stay away from exclusive places like this. The whites have the
power, and 1t's much wiger not to antagonize them. I know
sxaoctly how to get along with them; I never have the slightest
trouble. I'll never loge my job as you 414, at the Beaux Arts".
(224)

Even the Northern negroes believed that those who
come from thg South are ignorants and they must etay back there
where they belong: "Remember that the folks who are belng let
out are mostly these new colored fieldhands that have Just come
up from the Southern backwoods - lot of ignorant, rude, money-
wasting hicks - typical immigrants, -I'd call'em. All the old-
timers, like Al Woolcape and me, have suffered a lot from
having the white folks think zg_'_z_-g like those cattle. Oh, I'm
gorry for them, but they better go hack South, where they

belong". (225)

Tbid. p. 282
224) Ivia. p. 287
225) Ibid. p. 317
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MY GOMMENTARIES ON KINGSBLOOD ROYAL.

The novel pffersithe present day thinking of
American people of our days on the problem of integration.

It 1s the talent and sarcasm of Sinclair Lewis
analyzing common prejudices about integration partisans and of
opponents to such integration, that makes the contents of this
story.

Sinclalr Lewis, belonging to a middle class famlly
educated in publich schools and universitles, has the smart-
ness and alertness of an intelleotual who saw in dally life
the prejudices, Jﬁ%t as expressed in the environment where he
lived.

Nothing so alequate to present facts and characters
in hig novel as the ability to create a character who thought
himeelf white, and afterwards found himself to be colored,
ohly for having some drops of negro blood, which did not take.
away his appearance of white.

The thinking of this character, Neill Kingsblood,
is one while he belleves himself white; but as soon as he
knows he is a negro, the same thinking twists to the opposite.
And there is the funny plot, which permits the author to
satirize the prejudiced mind of the common American.

It may seem nalve to create a character who
looking for his noble and royal ancestry, £inds himself to be
a descendant of a negro ancestor. But in 1t, he founds the
theme of the whole novel; and he presents the common pretension

of people who boast of thelr ancestry or pretended one, as
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a reaction to thelr own humble and common origin.

Nothing so satiric and earcastic, as to find a
banking employee, with all his pretensions of superilority,
and all his mediocre conceptions of racial grejudice,
assertaining his concepts, and, afterwards, denying them,
for the same persons and same f acts.

But the novel criticizes not only the thinking
of a man in a pbsition of a banking officlal; it goes farther:
‘At analyzes through the plot, the general prejudices of the
environment of Grand Republic. Practically the. author 1is
taking flction, to observe the common prejudice of any city
in the Unlited B8tates towards the negro people.

The anxieties of war time forced the white people
to forget thelr misunderstandings about negrogs, and compelled
them to profit by thelr intelligence, knovledge and abllities
for their own convenience, during the war; but as soon as the
danger vanishes, prejudlces appear again. The consequence 1is
that in high levels, negro sclentliats are disemployed in the
important positions they had reached, and even in scholar
activities, professors of negro ancestry are dismlissed, as if
it were a shamerql thing to have such professors in teaching
posltions.

Dr. Ash Davis, one of the characters in the novel,
18 a Chemist, wige and experimented, with many honors and
recognitions, chief of an experimental laboratory, indispensable
man, in war time. But as soon as the war ended, he was a negro,

and should be dismigsed, because the color of his skin
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denounced him as colored people.

Secondary positions, given to color people during
war time, should be served by white people as soon as the
whites came back from the battlefields. The tragedy is for
the negroes, because they could not find new Jobs.

All this happened in Grand Republic.

¥hat happened in many, many cities of the United:
States after the World War II? During these recent times of
criegis, who are disemployed in the United 8tates in more
quantity?

Bomething curious and pecﬁiiar happened in Grand
Republic: white people and speciqlly white preachers, belleve
themselves protectos of negroes, even of their own leaders,
in what refers to integration. It 1s nonsense to look for
equality, because such equallity will never exlst. The white
race and the negro race are different in their qualities an¢
never the inferiority of the latter will reach the superilority
of the former. Then, why struggle for something unattalnable?
Any leader who pretends to conduct negro people to obtain
better standing in soclety, in education, in money power, in
politics, in religious hierarcny, is deceaving his fellowmates,
consequently must be punighed, impriséned or even beaten and
vanighed.

Nowadays, I ask, what 1s the attitude of the
common American towards the leaders of integrationism? What
happened to Medgar Y. Evers in Jackson Misslssippi on June the
12th, 19632
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Equality in rights, both civil and politic, is the
true aim of the present raclal disturbances, Just as it were a
century asgo, in the United States of America.

But Sinclair Lewis in his novel Kingsblood Royal,
does not reduce thé conflict to these terms. rie presents the
hypoorisy of men and soclety, misconducting persons with the
permanent question: Would you like to marry your daughter or
slster to a negro fellow?

Miscegenation 1s a different thing which may

confront personally or not, those which have the problem.
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